A sad farewell to a newborn

Awkwardly, she took the fresh, new body in her arms. Her fin-
gers traced the minute features, transmitting the image to her
mind. This would be the only newborn picture she would ever have.

‘Tenderly she placed a kiss on the down-covered head and whis-

. pered "goodbye."_

In the same hospital, another newborn was being readied for the
trip home. Four years had passed since she dfessed ber last doll.
‘The 15-year-old mother quickly discovered the gyrations of an in-
fant make dressing a real baby far more difficult.

‘Then she nuzzled the warm, sweet baby neck and whispered:

| “You're mine — all mine.”

BOTH YOUNG MOTHERS are typical of the expectant resi-

. dents of Marillac Hall in Farmington, ranging in age from 12:26,

' unmarried and in need of a sheltered environment to spend their
last three months of pregnancy.

Often they come to Marillac despite their parent’s offer to pay
for an abortion and, 50 percent of the time, they intend to raise the
child themselves,

At Marillac, they continue their high school education with ac-
credited courses in English, history, typing, science and child care,
with classes being taught by teachers from the Walled Lake Scheol
District in classrooms brightened by posters of children and bear-
ing philosophical thoughts.

The atmosphere at Marillac is as cheerful as sunshine, an illu-
sion created by Sister Mary Patricia, administrator for the home,
by the use of shades of yellow in the decorating scheme. Books and
periodicals on infant and child care are placed in various rooms.

The day I visited, several girls were sprawled on couches in the

 television lounge while others wrapped around a kitchen table. A
- chapel is available for those who wish to use it. Although run by
the Sisters of Charity, the facility is non-denominational.

Marillac girls are seen on a one-to-one basis by a social worker,
a psychological consultant and an adoption agency worker (Maril-
lac does not handle adoptions). Prenatal care is provided by Provi-
dence Hospital doctors.

On delivery day, the soon-to-be mother is accompanied to the
ambulance by her resident friends, wearing the scapular medal
Sister Patricia awards each girl as a badge of honor for baving
reached her ninth month. -

[
)
' Second of two articles.
|
|
|
|
|
|

AN IMPORTANT part of Marillac is the Lovise Program. Only

: Jocelyn Krieger

eight girls can be accommodated in the Louise Program which
provides care for a young mother and her baby when conditions
have become difficult at home.

A teenage mother who has kept her baby may find infant care
and school work an impossible task with little support from par-
ents who didn't want her to keep the child. A time such as this is
fertile for growing the conditions of child abuse.

In the Louise Program, the mother returns to Marillac with her
baby and shares a dorm separate from the expectant mothers.
During the day, she attends high school classes at Marillac with
extra courses on child care.

One hour a day must be spent in the play room, participating in
day care. The play room has every toy conceivable for toddier
play. The mother eats with her child in the dining room. She also
works with a social worker and psychologist to learn how to man-
-age her life.

“We direct ourselves to the child. We say, ‘You're in the world
now and we're going to help you. You're the future generation,
tomorrow’s leaders.” We've got to help,” says Sister Mary Patricia,
who has committed herself to preserving the program despite in-
creasing financial strain. '

The United Foundation extends itself-to the prenatal program,
‘which has been forced to expand with this week marking the addi-
tion of eight new places in an effort to diminsh the waiting list for
Marillac. Financially, the Louise Program is another matter.

If you ever knew the joy of a carefree youth; if ever you were
privileged to watch your children grow, day by day, year by year
inereasingly beautiful — then you should unqerstand the Louise
Program at Marilla needs your financial help.

Mrs. Krieger is a freelance writer who lives in Southfield.
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Brand Name Clothing For Girls & Boys
Sizes - Infant thru 14

Clothes Tree Plus « - -
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‘Thursday, March 6, 1980 (Ro-10AX0)9A

Grand
Opening

" featuring:

AARO

Amodular wall ?\
systeminteak, C
oak, walnut
androse-
wood. The vast
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varsoallows youto -
design the system to your wall and to your needs.

Whether you have a wall that is 4’ or 20" veax#o canbe -
ordered to fit. The various units in the system offer such
features as plate glass doors, matched grains on the wood doors and roller
bearmidrawer mounts. And, with the wasso system you have your choice of
more than 20 different functional units, in stock, to choose from - many of them
withindirect lighting. This is, no doubt, the finest contemporary wall system
available today. .

Largest Selection of Imported Breaktronts and wall yystems in micrigun.
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Choose from these superbly designed and sturdily constructed chairs and
save. These Special Prices good for THREE DAYS ONLY. The perfect
. personal touch for your decor. Each chair distinctly crafted of hardwood
solids and veneers, boldly detailed-and richly finished in warm wood tones
or decorator colors.

Elegantly tuﬂe& backs and box seat cushions provide luxurious comfort.
Choose from a selected group of fine fabrics. Many for immediate delivery,
some by special order. . i
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