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By TOM LONERGAN

A substantial majority of state rep-
resentatives from south Oakland and
western Wayne counties say they’)] op-
pose initial state funding of SEMTA’s
proposed Woodward Avenue subway
and surface light rail system.

And some leglslaloxs 8ay Detroit and

EIGHT OF 12 legislators inter-
viewed late last week said they would
remaln solid “no” votes against funding
an engineering study for the light rail
system, which is proposed to run on
surface from McNichols to 10 Mile
Road in Royal Oak.

State Rep. Joseph Forbes, D-Oak
Park, whose district includes part of

Michigan T
Authority (SEMTA) officials may have
to reduce the length of the proposed
downtown to McNichols' (Six Mile)
Road subway in erder to obtain prelim-
inary funding for SEMTA’s 1990 re-
gional transportation plan.

and Rep. Thomas Brown, D-
Westland, sald they favor the subway
study.
Rep. Alice Tomboulian, D-Oakland
‘Township, said she's uncommitted.
Rep. Richard Fessler, R-West

Bloomfield, could not be reached for

‘I's not the suburbs versus Detroit. It’s the
suburbs versus Coleman Young. That's  ~

unfortunate.’

— Joe Forbes

comment but has been a strong subway
opponent.

At Issue is nearly $1 million in state
funds which would be part of a state
and federally financed engineering
study of the proposed subway system.

SEMTA can’t apply for a $16 million
federal grant for the study until the

state approves its share, The total state
share is an estimated $4 million.

SEMTA General Manager. Larry Sal-
ci said the subway study is “eight or 10"
votes short of the 55 needed to pass.
The measure barely passed the Michi-
gan Senate last month with the re-
quired 20 votes.

“No question we have a problem
right in our own back yard,” Salei said
referring to the strong suburban oppo-
sition. Many legislators believe the en-
gineering study vote to be their last
chance to defeat the subway, a priority

. of Detroit Mayor Coleman Young.
“IT’S NOT the suburbs versus De- °

troit,” .said Forbes. “It's the suburbs
versus Coleman Young. That's unfor-
tunate.” The issue has been pending be-
fore the House for nearly three weeks.
Rep. Roy Smith, R-Saline, a subway
opponent, says he won't compramise
but predicted the system as proposed

Suburban reps’ rebuff threatenSIDetroiit subway:

by SEMTA will pass.

“They'l] get the votes,” Smith said of
subway proponents. “What will they
have to pay? Maybe projects in other
representatives’ districts to get it, but
they'll get it.

“They're doing a little horse tradmg
‘That’s the governmental process.”

But Republican Jack Kirksey of
Livonia says SEMTA may have backed
itself into a corner with the subway and
may havé to compromise.

“SEMTA got locked in on whatever
they decided politically had to have

‘' (Continued on Page 5A)

This week in our Troy store, we present the very

Your Passport to Fashion..

The Fashions of New York,

Milan and Paris!

best designers in America, in Furope, in all the world!
Come see the world of fashion informally modeled
each day from 11 to 4 in the Regency Room —
where we are all the things you are.

3/10 and 3/11

Monday and.-Tuesday, the best collections from Paris and

Milan: Chlo€by Karl Lagerfeld, André Laug
Gianfranco Ferre, Giorgio Armani, Valentino, Raphael,

Claude Montana, Missoni, Krizia, Ungaro

3/12 and 3/13

Wednesday and Thursday, meet Adolfo! here in person
with his collection of elegant classics.

3/14 and 3/15

Friday and Saturday, the best from New York:

Geoffrey Beene, Oscar de la Renta, Bill Blass,

Adele Simpson, Mary McFadden,
Michaele Vollbracht

. Troy. Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, open Monday, Thursday and Friday, 10 AM to 9 PM; Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday, 10 AM to 6 PM; Sunday. Noon to 5 PM.
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