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Io tell the truth

85 Feb, 12, a clerk in the Oakland
Caliy Probate Court in Pontiac asked
Dz

ing but the truth,

Foom two miles away, the doctor
salli 2T do,” becoming the first psychia-
trigtin Mlchlgan to testify during a live
henrmg over a two-way cahle televi-
sidh Kookup.

Fdr the next 90 days, Dr Dunnam
ang her fellow psychiatrists at the Clin-
ton Valley Center would participate in
anekperimental program allowing the
psychiatrists to testify from the hospi-

tal during probate hearings jnvolving ,

‘mentally ill persons.

Dr. Dunnam’s testimony was seen

and heard over three black and white
~ television monitors in Probate Judge
Norman R. Barnard's courtroom.

Two other Oakland County probate
judges also are participating in the'ex-
periment. If it's a success, it could be
continued in Oakland and expanded to
other probate courtrooms around the

state.
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THE STATE'S Mental Health Code,
revised in 1974, requires a hearing in
probate court before a person can be
committed to a hospital for treatment
of mental illness, Similar hearings are
held to continue treating patients al-
ready confined.

Clinton Valley is one of Michigan's
largest facilities, housing 856 patients.
Psychiatrists there testify in about 12
hearings a week.

A preliminary study by Dr. Tlmmas
Baldwin, a telecommunications profes-
sor at Michigan State University,
showed 73 percent of the psychiatrists’
time involved in court testimony is
spent traveling and waiting to testify.

A specialist in cable television com-
munication, Baldwin was called in as
an adviser to the project. -

THREE PORTABLE monitors, in-
cluding one positioned right behind the
witness box, enable everyone in the
courtroom to see and hear the psychia-
trist testify.

Two cameras enable the psychnatnst
ateClinton Valley to see two views of
thi tourtroom. One shows the judge's
bench and the witness box and the.sec-
ond shows the attorneys tables and the

ium from which attorneys ask ques-

Wle Clinton Valley and the court
are close by, many othef county court-

A. Dunnam if she swore to -
telt the truth, the whole truth and noth- B

Dr. E. Missavage Jr., chmca] director at Clinton Valley Center,
shows how psychxatrists are testifying over two-way cable television.

rooms in the state are long distances
from hospitals, and underground cabl-
ing might be difficult. Baldwin said it is
possible to beam the signals by mi-
crowave and other communication
technologies, but the costs are higher.

In fact, says Baldwin, the courts
could tie in with commercial cable op-
erations, although it might mean ex-
tending cables out to less populated
areas which usually aren’t served by
commercial cable but are often the lo-
cation of mental facilities.

Although probate hearings are open,
that doesn't mean the random cable
television viewer would be able to tune
in. The message could be scrambled at
one end and unscrambled at the other.

THE STATE BAR of Michigan's
Committee on the Mentally Disabled
worked closely with Baldwin and the
mental health department in develop-
ing the experimental program and win-
ning the approval of the Michigan Su-
preme Court.

The court granted the project an ex-
emption to Canon 3 of the Code of Judi-
cial Conduct, which bans cameras in
the courtroom.

Some of the best support came from
Judge Barnard,

“It worked out very well, excellent,
better than my expectations,” said Bar-
nard. His main concern was that all the
participants would be able to see and
hear each other and that his court re-

porter would be able to understand the
televised testimony.

His support was echoed by John C.
Brennan, the court-appointed attorney
who represented the first client. “I was
concerned that the TV screen might not
show the demeanor of the doctor or the

rsonal expression on her face, but it
did,” said Brennan.

“I think a jufige needs to see that to
determine the credibility of the wit-
ness.” For Brennan, who just started

practicing in Decémber, this was his .

first probate hearing.

THE PROJECT has not received
unanimous support.

Probate Judge Barry M. Grant has
declined to participate. He told a re-
porter he thought the television experi-
ment was was dehumanizing and said it
took away the patient’s basic right to
face his accuser.

“They are face to face, even though
they're rot in the same room,” said
Barnard when he heard Grant's com-
ments. “And no objections- were
raised.” R

The attorneys .appearing in ‘Bar-
nard’s courtroom were notified that the
psychiatrist would be testifying over a
two-way cable, but they were not  given

refers to them during the testimony or
reads from them.

Baldwin said that problem can be re-
solved easily by installing another
camera and monitor to show the notes.
An impfoved camera angle now shows
a longer view of the testifying psychia-
trist.

Court experiments with testimony via cable TV

The psychiatrists, who would like to
see the program continued, appear to
be comfortable answering questions to
a lawyer on a television screen. “When *
1 first started testifying, I used to get -
nervous, but it's second nature to me
now,” said Dr. Dunnam. “It dido't :
bother me at all.”

the option of the Yy
live.

The lawyers were each asked to
evaluate the program, however, and
their reactions will have a great deal to
do with the decision wheather to con-
tinue it,

1

MSU ASSOCIATE Professor Dantel
A. Bronstein, who now serves as chiair-
man of the bar committee, said he is
not troubled by the fact that the law-
yers are not given a choice.

“I can think of many more restric-
tive things that the judge can do where
the lawyer gets no say in the matter,”
he said. “And those things have a lot
more influence over the outcome of a
case.”

Paul M. Tarr, legal and legislative
affairs director for the state mental
health department, was on hand for the
testimony along with Baldwin and
Bronstein. Tarr has been involved in
the project since 1974, and all along he
bas been interested in including the pa-
tients, allowing them to remain in the
hospltal during the hearing.

But before the project could be ex-
panded to include patients, it would
have to be carefully considered by the
legal profession.

ONE PROBLEM did surface the
first day of testimony. The court re-
porter, unable to see a psychiatrist’s
hands, asked if he were reading from
notes. Under Rule 612 of the Michigan
Rules of Evidence, attorneys are able
to ook at the psychiatrist's notes if he

MDA seeks volunteers

The Muscular Dystro-
phy Association wants
volunteers for its annual
“Shamrocks Against Dys-
trophy” fund-raising
drive,

centers by

to solicit donations at lo-
cal banks and shopping

green metal shamrock
buttons during the three

days prior to St. Patrick's
Day, March 17.

To help, contact MDA
Distriet Director Tom
DeGrave at 399-8800.
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BEAUTIFUL COLLECTION OF BRIDAL SETS ..

DISCOVER OUR

Elegant contemporary designs of today,

to delicate looks of yesterday. All beautitully crafted in
14kt yelfow or white gold with a diamond. From $450.

- Certain styles not available in alf stores.

charles v WARREN

SOMERS:
NORTHLAND—EASTLAND—WESTLAND

(Enlarged to show detail.)

JEWELERS SINCE 1902

ERIARWOOD— LAKESIDE
IRLANE—TWELVE OAKS— OAKLAND

The group seeks organ-
izations and individuals
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smart eating plan can work for you.
And it can! Thousan
afew months.

ualize

Klck oﬁ'yours
and come to the kick-o)

1t's our kick-off cclcbmtmn [r‘:fﬂ into shape for
‘There’

entertainment and mnvusaulm Afreeand easy way for
Yo and your: gimds and neighbors to meet us and ot
instrue

And sceforymusclfhow Elaine Powers' proven
program of designed-for-you exercise. plus our unique,

of women
loss of pounds and inches tn a matter of only

Becauseat ElaLnn Powers, we Individ- -
each exercise and eating plan to meet
your particular needs. And we offer unlim-
ited salon vislts, so you can come In as often
as you like, just about any umeygu like. e
our coaf
mﬁ ‘The free
St. Ptricks Day Party to et into shiape for
spring.

Now thru Party Day!

Youdon’t
huve fo be

° Come to our free
-St.Patrick’s DayParty

You don't have to be Irish, or even a member. to
to the free St. Patrick’s Day Party at Elaine Powers Figure
Salons,

hmenits, prizes,

rt a fantastic

Save 25"7$295

Complete 4-month pmgram

Elaine Péwers
Figure Salons

echo park day camp, inc.

NOW ACCEPTING
SUMMER DAY CAMP ENROLLMENTS
FOR SUMMER, ’80

This summer give your child the
wonderful experience of Echo Park -

Summer Day Camp.

® Three lakes on 112 acres

U SW|mmlng, boating, archery,
nature study, crafts, flshlng
cookouts

° Chlldren 32 to 14 years old

e Experienced camp counselors
® Four Week sessions

e Rated “EXCELLENT” by Mich.
Dept. of Social Services

© Elatoe Powers Figure Salona inc. 1680,

i
‘

FREE DAY-Thursday, March 13th

Cumnt and former Elaine Powers Members: Extend your program 6 months foronly $36!

Ca]l now for party reservations! )

Call now for your free -salon tour. m
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APPLICATIONS AND INFORMATION .
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
PHONE 646-5590

ECHO PARK DAY CAMP, INC.

4275 Echo Road, Bloomfield Hills




