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OCC teachers, administrators enact
meeting between famous educators

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

- Education’s-last 200 years are tele-
scoped into one evening's conversation
when five who influenced -the field
meet to trade retorts, exchange notes
and sip wine with their host Jean Pi-
aget.

The scenario was made possible
through the newly-tapped writing and
acting talents of five tnstructors and _

at Oakland C
College’s Orchard Ridge campus. The
group presented their “Meeting of the
Educators” this week on campus.

Art Wiggins, an instructor in the sci-
ence and physies department portrays
Piaget, the only member of the famous
educational quintet still alive,.

The imaginery evening in Piaget's
Swiss home includes Marie Montessori
{OCC trustee Suzanne Reynolds),
W.EB. DuBois~ (history instructor
Curtis Anderson), John Dewey (Don Ni-
chols, dean of liberal arts) and Jean
Jacque Rossean (Jerry Faye, political
selence instructor.)

‘When he took the role of Piaget, Wig-
gins read interviews and biographies of
the educator. Since Piaget writes in
French, a language in which Wiggins
isn't proficient, readings of Piaget’s
own works were limited to' transla-
tions.

“f tried to immerse myself in what
he said and did. Many of the things I

concerning the validity and imporu.nce
of testing.

Montessori insists to Piaget that test-
ing isn't of the first importance. The
instruction should be properly ap-
proached by the teacher.

Her method of fifst giving the lesson
to the child then having the student
practice using the new material before
any testing allows children to escape
feeling like failures for not immediate-
ly grasping the new lesson, argued Ms.
Reynolds in the persona of Montessori.

Ms. Reynolds, who teaches pre-
school children doesn't agree totaly
with Montessori's method.

“THE MATERIALS are excellent,”
she sald of the Montessori method.
“But there is more structure there than
in my own philosophy of edutation.”

She maintains that the gifted child
does better than the less talented in the
Montessori system.

Montessori perfected her method for
underpriveleged children who had been
written off by the Italian education sys-
tem of the 1890's as being almost imbe-
ciles.

She founded the Montessori training
center in Laren, the Netherlands which
her son still oversees.

The emphasis on strncmre rather
than testing is puzzling to Piaget in the
play. He helped to formulate the early
IQ tests in Pagis during the 1920s as a

say in the script are direct quotes,” way of measuring knowledge.
said Wiggins. Such testing continues to cause a
furor in educational circles.

WHEN THE ONSTAGE discussion
turns to subjects on which Piaget
hasn’t a written opinion, angms
the Frenchman's stated views to dis-
cern what he might possibly have
thought. Wiggins hopes to have the
seript translated into French and sent
to Piaget.

Piaget is portrayed as a careful yet
energetic man. Now 83, he devotes his
summers to writing in the isolated

comfort of an old farmhouse. teaching blacks to be craftsmen. Some-
His writings arethose of a man who times the skills they acquired, DuBois
is flexible, Wiggins explained. argued, were obsolete as soon as they 31950 12 MILE RD., FARMINGTON, MICH.

. “He’s not interested in saying bing; it
will be this way. He recognizes com-
plexities,” Wiggins said.

That trait comes through in the
scene between Piaget and Montessori

DuBols, a black radical until his
death at 95 in 1963, argued against in-
telligence tests which could be used to
prove the superiority of one group over
another. Intelliegence tests incorporate
questions geared to middle and upper
class mén, argued Anderson in the per-
sona of DuBois.

DuBois wanted to educaté a black
elite to lead blacks. He disparaged of
Booker T. Washington's philosophy o.

were learned. DuBois wanted blacks in
the professions, too.

HIS OWN education reflected that
desire.

‘At 2 time when very few whites had
a.PhD, he had a Ph.D from Harvard,”

.Anderson said.

DuBois earned his degree in 1895. He
was a professor of economics and his-
tory at the University of Atlanta from
1897 until 1910,

He edited “Crisis” a black journal
from 1910 to 1932.

©Of Sacco and Venzetti, DuBois sar-
castically wrote, “They had the inalien-

. ableright to be Iynched in America.”

DuBois retained his political stance
until his death. .

“DuBois was an old warrior at 93,”
Anderson said. “He was still critical of
capitalism, It wasn't living up to all
those groovy things written about it.”

John Nichols, OCC dean of liberal arts, concentrates on represent-
ing educator John Dewey. (Staff photo by Randy Borst)
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During the past eight|
decades  Detroit-area
25~ |families have found at
[ McCabers the guidance
and assistance they
&7 |need.

McCABE

funeral home

since 1893

Phone: 653-0120

DETROIT LOCATION:
18570 GRA(ND RIVER AVE. Phone: 836-3752

L. DAVIO McCABE, Director
EDWARD P. DEWAR, General Manager
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1 AND STRESS MANAGEMENT
Decorative : e
Interiors A counseling program designed 1o help
] people who experience intense stress or
Touch' . panic when in public places or driving a

is more than distinctive furniture. At our
shop you will find talented, knowledge-
able interior designers to help you with all

everyday life.

car (Agoraphobia). Also for those who
have difficulty coping with the stress of

Canadian

For information or appointment call

your decorating needs.

Pork Chops \\ Bacon
$ 1 59 . 7 $M59
ib. i by piece

Save 90°¢ Ib.

Suburban Mental Heaith Clinic, P.C.
32905 W. 12 Mile Road, Suite 420
Farmington Hills, Mi. 48018

[
DECORATIVE INTERIORS

| Orchard Mall
Oichard Lake Road, north of Maple

851-3200

Save 40¢ Ib.

Thursday & Friday open until @ p.m.

TWINA
- - FREE BRASS EED

: JUST FOR BROWSING -

Frying
Chicken ¢
Legs

. -+ - Considering a brass bed? |
Stop by the Brass Bed Co., look around, ask
questions and see.65. different mCIdels of
solid brass beds, the largest selection under-
one roof in the country. While you're there,
drop your name in our contest box . . . who
knows, maybe you'li get a call and find that
youvewonafreeSSOObmssbe.d ...
: just for browsing

thru
March 19

I butch.er hloek

21805 Farmington Rd. 477-8037
9-8 Mon. 9-7 Tuea.-Frl. 9-8 Sat. CIolcd Sunday

“TRY US AND YOU WON’'T BE SORRY!" -gca
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