Thursday, March 13, 1980

'Hills homeowners
storm city hall
over assessments

(Continged from page 1A)

The board noted the information and promised
the Shaheens a mailed response within three to four
weeks, That's all they could promise anyone. The
nelxt step in the review process is a state tax tribu-
nal P

In Farmington Hills, 57.23 mills were levied in
1579: nine by the city, the remainder by the Farm-
ington School District, Oakland Community Col-
lege, Oakland County and special education. Based
on those figures, the Shaheens would pay §2,747.04

- in taxes (48 x 57.23). The millage rate for 1980 has

not been established.

“1 can understand a reasonable increase, but
they're pricing people out of the market,” said an-

other homeowner.

- “I'M AN ATTORNEY and I haven't had a real
estate closing in six months. T used to do 30 or 40 a

year.

“My bouse is appraised out of line and the crite-
ria for assessment is wrong,” he concluded. The at-

torney was a small part of the picture.

‘The board hears eight to 10 appeals an hour and
doesn’t appear intimidated by fist-pounding or

harsh words.

“If we see injustice, we'll change it. But nobody
will pull the wool over our eyes,” said Robert Beau-
champ, board chairman. “Our job is to make sure
everyone is treated fairly, The only way to change

the system is by legislation.”

Board members received a letter from Oakland
County tax official Herman Stephens threatening
board of review officers with fine or imprisonment
for arbitrarily changing assessment rates.

Beauchamp, Jerry Pepple and Harlem Morris,
all real estate agents appointed to three-year stag-
gered terms by the mayor, are paid $15 an hour.to
hear cases and decide if adjustments are needed.

Some appeals, like a 98-year-old man who lives
on a fixed income and arrived with an assessment

notice he can't afford, are easily recognized hard-

ship cases.

Those over 65 or on welfare who qualify must
pay 3.5 percent of their income in taxes. A $1,200
state rebate covers the rest of their bill.

But in many cases, like the Shaheens, resdients
simply question the mohetary value placed on their

home by assessors.
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“WHAT WE'RE SEEING is a tax rise holiday for
business, industry and commerce and a nightmare
for the homeowner,” said Richard Headlee in a
press conference Friday. .

Headlee, who led the successful campaign to pass
the Tax Limitation Amendment, lives in Farming-
ton Hills. .

While the tax rate for homeowners jumped 20
percent, commercial-industria} property netted an
average 8 percent assessment increase this year.

The Headlee Amendment requires property tax-
es not be increased by an amount greater than the
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inflation rate indexed by the U.S. Dep: f
Commerce. For 1979 applying to 1980 taxes, that
rate was 11.3 percent. .

While Headlee argues that residential property
tax shouldn’t increase by more than 11.3 percent,
assessors say home values increase much more
rapidly than commercial or ndustrial property val-
i .

les,

They stay within the 11.3 percent limit by aver-
aging all assessment increases together.

“Everyone seems to think the assessments are
unusually high this year,” said Mayor Joann Soro-
nen, “Inflation has hit housing in this community.”

The city councit discussed reducing the 1980 mil-
lage rate Monday night.

“We'll make every effort,” Mrs. Soronen said.
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TV it
randall’s invites you...
0 bring your diamonds and jewelry in today
and convert them into
Immediate Cash!
All discussions will be conducted in private offices with
consideration for your confidence and respect for your
‘dignity. Evalustions for purchase without obligation. |

Siduey Raandall & Sons
755 W. Big Beaver Rd. Troy, Michigan
{16 Mile at I-75) « Phone: 313-3624500
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exciting new ideas for
your floors, walls
and windows

Fabric, color, ton, texture, pattern, finish and styla.
Your choica in floor and wall coverings, custom dra-
perles, hardwood flooring, and ceraric tile, so you

match, mix or coordinate. And all under one roof
for the easlest shopping anywhere. Attractive prices,
too; stop In during our sale-ending Mareh 31.

Serving you 57 Hours A Waek
M, TH,F- 10108
T, W, SAT- 10106
you've got it all together at

floor and wall coverings,
draperies, ceramic tile
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The Original Gia:
Fireplace Enclosur
It's An Energy Saver
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No Dangerous Sparks
IR ———

Use With Doors Opened
Or Closed .
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5 finishes to choose from.
Oetvery and Instalizhon Avatable

Sale Ends 3-29-80
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Here's your chance to own this finé furniture

SALE PRICE |- d

by Flair at real savings. Reg, Price
Luxurious 88" Tuxedo sofa and matching,

64" love seat. Quality Flair construction through- Sofa $917 3699

out, and both have mlvcrsihlc seat and hack cl;shiuns

with knife-edge welting, Available in a sclection

of 187 custom, Scotch Guarded fabrics. Love Seat | 5807 5649

Reg. Price | SALE PRICE
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angled. sectional sofa [ Rightoreft | ¢g55 | $60Q

? arm 58sections!
The Towne and Couniry Treatment exclusively at Towne aqd >
You'l find no salespeople at Towne a Country Interiors. Shown in | 56" Ammless | ggn3 5589
e oo D o TUStOM white, nubb textured Scotch Sections
inlenar designe ut pay i  ondu
more policy and 3 year consinuciion Guarded fabric, May also e ordered Al 4 pieces | $3.256 32395
warianty ensure your salistaction in a selection of 187 custom fabrics. -

Hurry! Quantities are limited. Sale ends March 22, 1980.

Bloomfield Hills 642-8822

" Dearborn 565-3400
23600 4107 Teleg

Michigan Ave. east of

Rochester 652-3500
ph at Long Lake Rd. 1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall

Open daily 10-9 Wed. & Sat10-6 Use our convenient charge, Visa or Master Charge
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