Stacey Moss receives an assist from Missy Warnick in creating her
‘peas of art.’ (Photo by Pat Bordman)
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Edch year the American Society of
Civil Engineers sponsors a contest
through the University of Detroit De-
partment of Civil Engineering to see
who can construct the sturdiest bridge
made entirely of toothpicks and white
glue. The bridge must meet several cri-
teria including a maximum weight of
1% pounds, 6 inches width, 10-14 inch-
es length, and be capable of supporting
at least a 3 pound weight.

The winner of this contest is deter-
mined by the bridge that weighs the
least but supports the most weight.
Enormous amounts of toothpicks and
glue go into the building of these strue-

tures. Though the contestants use fri-
volus materials, they are serious about
their work.

Children are just as serious about
their projects. Here is an idea that imi-
tates the essence of this contest, yet is
easy enough for a child to do. Instead of
using glue to hold the whole gizmo to-
gether, why not use something a little
more fanciful as connector — like

!

‘What is needed are dried whole peas.
{They can be found in the dried food
section of some of the smaller inde-
pendent food stores.) Place about a cup
of dried peas in a quart container filled
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Kids can create ‘peas of art’

Pat

" Bordman

with water and leave overnight. By
morning the peas will have absorbed
the water and will be filled out and
ready for use.

SIMPLY PLACE one toothpick at a
time carefully into the pea. Increase
the size of the construction one pea and
one toothpick at a time. More than one
toothpick can be inserted into a pea,
but gentleness is the byword.

Don't allow the peas to be exposed to
the air for too long or they will dry out
again and be difficult to work with. The
peas tend to split in two if they are too
L

iry.

The amazing aspect of this project is
that the peas will dry with the tooth-
picks inserted in them and the con-
struction becames quite sturdy and
fairly resilient. It could be called a
“peasof art”

By the way, the winner of the U-D
contest is decided by suspending
weights from the center of span of the

bridge. The bridge supporting the most
weight before breaking is the winner.
The winner's bridge is actually de-
stroyed to prove how much weight it
can hold.

Unlike ‘the students involved in this
contest, children know that per-
manence is not what is important here.
Creativity, ingenuity of design, and the
process itself count.

The contest is open to area high
school students. If you know a young
person interested in such things, Mark
Ahlheim, chairman of the Engineering
and Science Council at U-D can supply
further details about the contest which
will take place this year on March 28.
Patricia Bordman has taught ele-
‘mentary school and conducted
workshops and lectures on educa-
tion, She also has studied photogra-
phy at Oakland University. She and
her husband have two daughters
and live in Farmington Hills.
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The Beautyrest Adjustable Bed
Magic by Simmons!

The bed of the future is here today. It's the new Beautyrest
Adjustable Bed by Simmons...and it's full of magic. Touch a button
and your head s raised quietly and smoothly for reading or
viewing. Press another button and your feet are raised,
too...wonderful support for your legs and back.

The Beautyred Ad-
Justable Bed magi-
cally changes to
thousands of posi-
tions o sleeping,
founging. relaxing.

button
ralses and
lowers the
headandfoot
smoothlyand
quietly. Also

+ controls vibrator

Only Beautyrest has tho ex-
clusive system of individually

(massages eted colls 10 support
% muscles all over) . Every partof your body.
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Anintriguing Oriental Collection
inspired by the enduring designs of
t.

SAVE MORE BY THE ROOM! These special prices introduce you to
the dramatic styling of our ““Tai Ping" collection. Touches of brass
highlight the rich teak finish, combined with some of the most

ve ever seen. (Note:

y price:

your .) Of course, you may choose
plecesseparalely, but the savings are more “by the soom”. Create

anexoticy inyourown
daysayear.

7 Pieces, as shown... Special #2,000.
Croup includes: 78" sofa, lounge chair, ottoman, 53" loveseat,

chair, 34" dia. glass-top cocktail table, 28" glass-top end table.

Open the gateway to the Orient and capture the elegance and mystery of the Far East as this collection !
beckons you withiits quiet splendor. *“Tai Ping™" means Heavenly Kingdom. Listen...you can hear the d
whispered secrets from dynasties of centuries past as you sit down and relax. Each piece is meticulousty N
crafted...a lovely complement to any decor. See the complete grouping in our Harman Gallery, lower

level.
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