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No backing ont

DANIEL MURPHY

By TOM LONERGAN

As Initial State funding of the Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority (SEMTA) light rail system remains bottled
up in Lansing, Oakland County officials this week repeated
their opposition to the subway portion of the plan.

At a news conference Monday, County Executive Daniel T.
Murphy said the county would launch a petition drive for a
ballot referendum on the funding of SEMTA’s expected opera-
ting deficit should the Michigan Legislature “attempt to cir-
ctimvent a vote of the people affected on this mest important
matter.” i

1f need be, Murphy said, a petition campaign would be start-
ed this year. SEMTA may put the funding issue before voters in
Oakland, Wayne Macomb counties during or before 1982.

Amiong plans being cousidered are funding SEMTA through
the personal income tax, a combined sales and use tax, a prop-
erty transfer tax or an increase in the regional vehicle registra-
tion and title trafisfer tax. The vehicle and title transfer taxes
currently provide SEMTA’s operating funds. SEMTA plans a
poll to be taken of residents in Oakland, Wayne and Macomb
counties on the funding issue.

MURPHY, WHO believes county residents will pay to oper-
ate the proposed subway-surface light rail system but not use it
very often, said some state lawmakers have been proposing the
SEMTA operating deficit be funded in a way to avoid a regional
vote.

He said State Rep. William Ryan, D-Detroit, “is obviously the
leader to avoid it (the deficit funding issue) coming to a vote of
the people.”

Ryan, chairman of the House Urban Affairs Committee and
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sparks petition drive,

long one of the more influential Detroit representatives, called
Murphy’s statement “malicious.” .

“He has to be acting in full knowledge that he's lying,” Ryan
said in a phone interview Tuesday. Ryan said be met last month
with Patrick Nowak, a deputy county executive, on the deficit
funding issue.

Ryan said his “bottom line” is should ap increase in the re-
gional SEMTA tax be proposed, “Headlee (the tax limitation
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mud-slinging

plan which would also increase large andsmall bus service in
western Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties and increase
commuter rail servicebetween Pontiac and Detroit.

ALSQ AT Monday's press conference were Board of Commis-
sioners Chairman Wallace Gabler, R-Royal Oak, Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson, Clerk Lynn Allen, Treasurer Hugh Dohany
and Drain Commissioner George Kuhn.

amendment passed in 1978) says there has tobe a
have no problem with that.” I
Ryan said he prefers that the “nature” of the SEMTA region-
al tax be switched to a tax “based on income or property.” He
said there should be “increased state assistance” for SEMTA.

WHILE SEMTA’S projected deficit is not the current issue in
the legislature, Murphy said it is key because the regional
transportation authority won't receive federal funding to con-
struct the subway-surface light rail line along Woodward Ave-
nue until it shows how a projected $70 million operating deficit
in 1990 will be paid.

SEMTA is eyeing a possible $900 million federal subsidy for
the estimated $1.5 billion regional transportation plan. The fed-
eral government is expected to fund 80 percent of the plan's
capital cost; the state, 20 percent.

‘The Hoise is considering initial state funding — in the form
of preliminary engineering funds — for the light rail system
which is proposed to run underground between dowtown Detroit
and McNichols (Six Mile) Road, and on surface to Ten Mile
Road in Royal Oak.

Most subway opponents see the vote as their last chance to
scuttle or reduce the length of the subway.

The light rail system is the main cog of SEMTA’s regional

The lican officials, elected ywide, signed a state-
ment urging state representatives from Oakland te oppose the
preliminary engineering money for the subway system.

‘The state has been asked to provide $4 million for a proposed
$20 million engineering study. Although the remainder would
come from the federal government, state approval is required
before SEMTA can apply for a $16 million federal grant.

The proposal now before the house would free some $2.3 mil-
lion for the study.

MURPHY REPEATED his apposition to a county withdraw-
al from SEMTA.

“This is not the right time for Oakland County to withdraw,”
he said.

Gabler warned that “unless Oakland County is listened to and
adjustments made in the state legislature, it would not surprise
me to see 18 votes (required of the 27-member board of com-
missioners) to withdraw from SEMTA."”

However, such a vote won't likely face the commissioners at
today's board meeting in Pontiac.

A withdrawal proposal by Commissioner Richard Wilcox, R~
Ortonville, has been tabled by the county’s planning and build-
ing committee and will not be reported out for a vote by the
county’s general government committee.

STRIKE UP A CASUAL ACQUAINTANCE WITH RALPH
LAUREN, a good person to know when you're looking for
casualwear that's more than just sporty. That has a flair
expressive of your own. Styling that takes your comfort
seriouslyf And looks as impressive as those of the Polo
shirt and jocket we show. Short sleeved cotton shirt has
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2-button placket, rib-knit coflar and cuffs. In black, camel,
ecru, yellow, bright green, nqvy and red, §28. Cotton
terry jacket has zip-front, stash pockets and throat latch.
In yellow or bright green, $65. Each with signature Polo
applique, sizes $-M-L. The Woodward Shops for Men,
Northland, Eastland, Oakland, Fairlane, Twelve Oaks only.
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