By Bob Gross

Comment

‘The high point of the recent Winter
Olympics came in the Birmingham
Groves gymnasium, That's where I was

on a Friday, watching a jayvee basket- ~ You'd think they might have had
ball game between Graves and Lahser,  sometling better (o run in that space REGULAR PINKING TIN SNIPS
waiting for the varsity game tostart.  other than a television review. For ex-

Groves athletic director Carl Pen- ample, there were local people, such as $719 $129
dracki came into the gym, went up to Birmingham’s Tom Streiff, involve: in
the kid announcing the game, and whis- the running of the Games. Yet, there HURRY...2 DAYS ONLY?
-pered something into his ear. ‘was no mention of them. Friday, March 21 Saturday, March 22 10-4 p.'m.

‘That kid really knew how to milk an
audience.

“We have a hockey score,” he said, as
if nobody really cared whether he had
one or not. “United States 4, Russia 3"

‘That drew enthusiastic applause, but
the kid wasn't through.

“That's a final,” he said, and the gym
exploded with the sound of applause.
The fact that a Groves player was just
about to shoot a free'throw was forgot-
ten for a few minutes.

1 went up to Groves varsity coach
Gary Sharpe before the his game, just
to let him know I was there and to find
out where I could talk to him after the
game. You'd think that with a game
facing him against the top team in his
league, he’d be nervous and wrapped
up in thought.

“Did you hear that hockey score?” he
said. “How about that?”

The National Anthem before the var-
sity game that night was.just a little
special.

THE LOW POINT of the Winter
Olympics, or rather the low points, ar-
rived each morning with the newspa-
per. Quite frankly, 1 think one of the
area dailys overdid it with its criticism
of ABC’s television coverage. Hey, 1
agree that the ABC coverage wasn't

Olympies get bad ink

the greatest in the world, and I agree
that the coverage deserved some criti-
cism, but day after day after day?

I'm not saying that a newspaper
shouldn't critcize where criticism is
warranted, but at the same time a
newspaper should take a long hard look
at itself before doing so. If you don’t
check out what's happening in your
own backyard, you often end up looking
silly.

For example, a newspaper looks
pretty silly complaining about the fre-
quency of telvision commercials when
it devotes less than 30 percent of its
available space to editorial content.
Sure, some television commercials are
boring, obnoxious and repetitive. Cer-
tainly they are more or less spoon fed
to the viewing audience. But television,
in its present form, needs the darn
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things, just as much as papers need
advertising.

A newspaper also looks pretty silly
complaining about puff and fluff televi-
sion features when it devotes most of a
section front to describing the clothes
people wore to the Ford divorce trial.

And a newspaper that projects a lib-
eral image looks downright foolish
when it publishes an item that implies
that figure skating and other such “sis-
sy sports” — the article’s implication,
not mine — are televised only because
of the viewing habils of mothers and
daughters,

Best swim times

AREA'S TOP PREP SWIM TIMES

Boys' swim coaches from tbe Birmingham-
Bloomfield, Southfield, Troy, Rochester, Farming-
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9. Jelf Groom (Seabolm)
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;
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