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(With this issue, the Observer Newspopers bring bock a former reg-
vlor feature of the Church Section, the column Ecumenical Reflecions, by
Observarland clergymen and church members. The column is offered os
an opportunity far all inferested church leaders fo confribute messages of
general interest. Four chorchmen have been osked to contribute on o
regular basis, ond this newspopar will welcame conlributions fom any
others who wish 1o shore their views in the column. Articles should be
betwean one and two pages of dovble-spaced typewritien copy, ond
may be moiled to the Church Editor, 271 S. Main, Plymouth. Today's con-
Jributos is the Rev. Paul Bersche, pastor of the Northwest Church of the

Christion and Missionary Alliance, 28111 W. 10 Mile, Farmington.)

We are being told with an
increasing degree of regularity
that Christianity has failed.
the church is dying. and the
church is irrelevant to our
day. 1 have a hunch that some
say these things because the
church they are acquainted
with has a spiritual dimension
that is very low. offering littte
assistance to them in terms of
practical-everyday-living-
Christianity

Christianity has not failed'
It has never really been tried!
Man has failed because he has
embraced tradition and custom
which is something less than
Jesus propogated while He was
here on earth.

Morality is the center of
much Christian™ teaching’
Now. moraluy is good. but you
must agree that it is far easier
to live a “moral life”” than it is
to live a selfless life Besides
much of the “morality”" spo-
ken of todav 15 the duuble-

standard type. You know. the
kind that says that in this par-
ticular case 1 have a special
excuse for not living by “the
standard.” It is far easier.
therefore. to hang on to our
possessions, pieasures. and
petty desires and to substitute
our type of “morality” for the
selflessness required in genu-
ine Christianity.

Authentic Christianity is in-
finitely more than morality. It
is basically selfless and God-
centered. In fact. “Christiani-
ty.” said Woodrow Wilson. ~is
not character. it is Christ.
Mere acceptance of the teach-
ings of Jesus as good princi-
ples to live by is not sufficient.
Practical living by these prin-
ciples. however. comes very
naturally 1o the man who is
empowered to do so by the
life-changing experience of
receiving the person of Christi-
anity—Jesus Christ—into his
life. Just here then. is the ex-

A\

planation of the irrelevancy
and seeming impotency of the
chureh.

The endeavor to live by the
principles of Christianity with-
out the inward ability of the
person of Christianity leads to
frustration. There is plenty of
social action and concern but
no satisfaction or inner peace.

We keep the church alive
and powerful not by attacking
and crusading against social
evils. but by individuatly (and
thus collectively) influencing
our own houscholds. neighbors,
school friends. work friends.
and social friends with the vi-
tal livingness of this unique
person in our practical. every-
day. work-a-day lives!

The church dies and be-
comes irrelevant when it fails
to recognize Jesus Christ as
the supreme authority who
wants to control our whole life.

Jesus and His disciples were
dedicated 1o one thing ...
changing men!! When the
church ceases to change men
it has lost its reason for exist-
ing. The church that does not
produce ““new born men" will
have a difficult time existing.
The church that is throbbing
with life-changing dynamics
will always be in demand—and
as up-to-date as tomorrow!!!

Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

Religion Update

Within the brief span of
three weeks during 1969."U. S
Christianity lost three of ts
most outstanding prophets. in
the death of Catholic Arch-
bishop Bernard J Sheil. Bap-
tist Pastor Harry Emerson
Fosdick and Episcopal Bishop
James A. Pike

None of these three ever
claimed infallibility in predict-
ing the future. which is the
modern concept of the xord
prophet

Rather, they were i the
mold of the Old Testa nent
prophets: fearless searciers
for the proclaimers of the
truth as God gave ther the
ability to see it. And so. ith
out any strings on their n nds.
given a more than ord lary
perception. {Yet capabl of
embarrassing mistakes. :uch
as Jeremiah's prediction of a
Scythian invasion which n wver
came about: Chapter 1 1 :rse
14

Shiel. Fosdick and Pike 1lso
answered another descrij tion
of a prophet: that of Jsus
Christ, who included his >wn
ministry in this category
rather than as a priest

A prophet is not without
honor except in his own coun-
try” tMatt 13:47). For just as
Jesus made this statement
shortly after being driven outl
of the synagogue in his own
home town of Nazareth they
didn't like his brief sermon) so
Shiel, Fosdick and Pike en-

countered some of their bitter-
est_opposition from many of
their own fellow churchmen.

DR. FOSDICK. at the age of
91 and 23 years after retire-
ment as pastor of Manhattan's
Riverside Church, was still
being denounced last year by
fellow Baptists such as Clark
Pinnock of New Orleans South-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary

Yet his main battles took
place in the 1920s, when he was
one of the strongest leaders in
the movement to free Christi-
anity from what was a Funda-
mentalist stranglehold-as well
as trying to make the church
more socially conscious.

The author of more than 40
books. he was a preacher of
such prowess that even as a
Baptist he was called to the
First Presbyterian Church of
New York., where he minis-
tered unti forced to resign by
order of the General Assembly
of the United Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A.

And. despite the fact that
there were few social issues on
which he did not take a stand.
he was called 1o become pastor
of Riverside Church by John
D. Rockefeiler. (I do not
want to become known as the
pastor of the richest man in
the country.”” he commented
at first. But he accepted the
call after Rockefeller replied,
“Do you think that more peo-
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ARCHBISHOP SHIEL (the
title was honorary—given by
Pope John XXIll—since he
was only Auxiliary Bishop of
Chicago) was renowned not
only for having founded the
Catholic Youth Organization
but for his amazing courage in
taking on awesome opponents.

He was one of the first of all
Catholic clergy to denounce
Generalissimo Franco, as well
as the renowned right-wing
radio priest. Father Charles

Coughlin. When he became

involved in the struggle of
Chicago meal processors to
raise their 3%-cent wage. he
was told by one Catholic
banker that this would auto-
matically exclude him from
every becoming head of an
archdiocese.

Replied Shiel: 1 wasn't
ordained a priest to become an
archbishop.”

In 1954 he dared to take on
the late Senator Joseph Me-
Carthy. by telling the United
Auto Workers

“You cannot effectively
h&m tyranny with tyramny...

e been victims of a
kind n[ " Shel game. We have
been treated like country
rubes to be taken in by a city
slicker from Appleton.

Within six months. Sheil had
paid the price of prophecy. He
was removed as head of his
beloved Catholic Youth Organ-
ization.

OF THE THREE , the car-
eer of James A. Pike is best
known. perhaps because of his
respect for Lhe communica-
tions media. Rather than the
lofty disdain and frequent
equivocations of some eccle‘
siastics, Pike could al be
depended upon to prnvnde in-
triguing statements and color-
ful actions. regarding just
about every sociological and
theological subject in exist-
ence, all of which was laced
with a delicious wit.

When accused of publicity
hunting, he would admit the
fact, and observe thal the
church is not supposed to be a
secret society.

His refusal lo. run away
fromanythingled him into spir-
itualism, which, although it is
embraced by numerous bish-
ops in England some scientists
in the U. 8., seriously cut into
his effectiveness in the last
years of his life.

And while many of his ad-
mirers in the Episcopal Church
were sorely disappointed to
see him leave and denounce it,
they could recall the methods
used by a majority of the
House of Bishops in censuring
him—as well as the manner in
which his successor as Bishop
of California handled his re-
* marriage.

Yet it was this Bishop, C.
Kilmer Myers, who despite
their sharp controversy, was
man enough to summarize Jim
Pike as ‘‘responsible for more
change and progress within our
communion than any other
man, clergy or lay. . .the
Church has lost a prophet and
the world has lost a great
man.”

e women of differe
faiths will undertake to hulld
“Bridges Toward Understand-
ing™ in a panel discussion
scheduled from 1 to 3 p.m.
Monday. Jan. 19. in Nardin
Park United Methodist Church.
Farmington.

They are Mrs. Mary Mac-
Donald. district president of
the Women's Society of Chris-
tian Service in the United
Methodist Church. Mrs. God-
frey Alberti from the Lutheran
Church in America and Sister
Jean Elizabeth. 0.5.F.. coordi-

nator of the Religious Educa-
tion Program in St. Clare of
Church, Far-

Assisi Catholie
mington

Three arcas of discussion
will be worship. woman in the
community and Christian edu-
cation.

Women from all churches in
the Farmington area are in-
vited to hear the discussion
and participate in a question
and answer session which will
follow.

Refreshments will be served
and pre-school children will
have nursery care.

Also featured will be a dis-
play of books on the subjects
discussed by the Cokesbury
Book Store and the Catholic
Information Center. The books
will be available for purchase.

HELEN McALERNEY BARTH,
contralto soloist and gospel re-
cording ortist, is the fectured solo-
ist ot the Jan. 17 sacred concert of
the Calvory Boptist Church, 43065
Joy Road, Plymouth. Concert fime
is7:30 p.m.

U-M Hosts

Conference

About 250 religious leaders
and laymen are expected to
attend the 3ist annual Michi-
gan Pastors’ Conference at the
University of Michigan Mon-
day and Tuesday. Jan. 19 and
20,

Ronald O Lippitt. U-M pro-
fessor of sociology and psy
chology. and James P. Sim-
mons. associate director of the
Institute for Advanced Pas-
toral Studies in Bloomfield
Hills. will conduct the confer-
ence on the theme of “The
Pastor as Minister of Change.”

Sessions will be held in the
Michigan Union

The ecumenical and educa-
tional conference for ministers
is sponsored by the Michigan
Council of Churches. the U-M
Extension Service. and the U-
M Office of Religious Affairs,

SeniorsPlan
Busy Time

Eat. talk
laugh!

Those are the orders of the
day during the Jan. 23 pro-
gram of the Grand River Bap-
tist Church of Livonia Senior
Citizens Organization,

The group witl meet in the
Fellowship Hall a1 34500 W. Six
Mile Rvad. Reservations must
be made by Jan. 21 at the
church office 1261-6950) if you
plan to attend

‘The Cadilloc Choral Group
will appear under the direction
of Ear] Strnad. Following the
formal program there will be
an old-fashivned “Strnad Sing-
A-Long. " Louis B. Schulert

sing. listen and

will tell the group his life
story.

Enjoy Life’s Best

Why be content with the
crumbs of life? Life at its
best is yours in Christ.

God’s Way 15 Best For You

SUNDAY .
9:30 -a.m.  Bible Study and
Drkumcn Groups for

1045 o Family Worsh
{Nursery and kinder.
garten care provided)

6:00 p.m. Teens' Fellow-
ship.

EWEDNESDAY . . |,

6:15 p.m. Family Supper.

7:00 p.m. Study and Dis-
(uulon Groups for sll

GRAND RIVER
BAPTIST CHURCH

34500 SIX MILE ROAD
[Next to Stevenson H.8)

Seek ‘Bridges’

urchwomen Join Panel

CLASPED HANDS FOR UNDERSTANDING - Representatives of three faiths will
participate in on ecumenical panel discussion for churchwomen Monday, Jan. 19, in
the Nardin Park United Methodist Church, Farmington. From lett are Mrs. Earl Mc-
Donald, president of the Detroit West District of the United Methodist Church
Women's Society of Christian Service; Sister Jean Elizabeth,religious education coor-
dinator tor St. Clare Catholic parish in Farmington, and Mrs. Godfrey E. Alberti,
chairman of Christian social action and concerns of Church Women United.

Mt. Hope

The newly completed educa-
tional wing of the Mt. Hope
Congregational Church will be
dedicated at 3 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 18. The church is located
at 30330 Schoolcraft. Livonia.

The Rev. John H. Alexan-

der. executive secretary of the

Dedicates

National Association of Con-
tinuing Congregational Chris-
tian Churches. will give the
dedication sermon. Assisting in
the service will be Victor Bea
state moderator. and The Rev.
Erwin Britton. moderator of
the southeastern association.

(Evert photo)

‘ Farmington

A Bmai Brith chapter for
the Farmington. Franklin.
West Bloomfield and Birming-
ham areas has been charted
by the B'nai B'rith Women's
Council of Metropolitan De-
troit.

New Temple
To Discuss

New Detroit

Mrs. Gerald Bright:of Bir-
mingham will discuss “What I
have learned as a member of
New Detroit”" following the
regular worship service of The
New Temple. Friday, Jan. 23

Because of her connection
with the League of Women
Voters of Detroit of which she
was administrative vice presi-
dent, Mrs. Bright was asked
by the newly organized New
Detroit Committee to become
a member of its board of trus-
tees.

Her active participation has
been with the New Detroit
Communications Committee
which has engaged in such ac-
tivities as conducting a surve
of black and white attitudes,
funding TV programs dealing
with racial problems, and help-
ing to fund a consumer survey
of prices in black neighbor-
hoods compared to those in
white

Following the presentation..
an extended question and an-
swer period is planned.

New Temple services are
held at the Birmingham Uni-
tarian Church. Lone Pine and
Woodward. Friday evenings at
8:30 pm.

Chapter Set

The group will meet at 12:30
p.m. Monday. Jan. 19, in the
home of Mrs. Milton Silver-
man. 6105 Pinecroft, Orchard
Lake. For information about
the chapter. contact Mrs. Ed-
die Silver at 626-5049 or Mrs.
Lois Weberman at 682-7797.

UNITED

: FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

: of Garden City

6443 Merriman Road

Phone: 4218628
Minister: John N, Howell

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10 am.

Infaots through &th grade
110

Aduln, U,

e, Chureh_fer

7

NARDUW PARK
METHODIST
CHURCH

Farmingtan 476-8860

29887 Waest 11 Mile Read

William . Mercor,
Seni

nioe Minister

Wonhip Service 930 and 13 4m

i “The Hands of God"

The Rev. Mr. Mercer
‘preaching

Church Schoel for all ages

Nurtery through 8th grade caly
i

ALDERSGATE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Redford Township)

10000 Beech-Daly Read
(Betw mout

Ministers
Wm. G. Wager and Wmn. M. Smith
i Dir. of Education, Mrs. Theo Wright
Horing Woukio

Chureh S()\ual 9:30 and 11

All WYFy - 8 pm.
Bty cate provided fo

servicn

St. Matthew’s United
METHODIST CHURCH
30900 Six Mile Road

-6038

ship, Nursaty,
S()Z:\ & e

i)
s n.qn il"l)wshlp

: EPISCOPAI.

ST. ELIZABETH'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

26431 West Chicago Road
uth Redfo
Rev, ll.l. Mwull, Viear

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

m o Prayse

Norsary, Kindergurien Clasies
\mnons WHEOME

At The
Church Of Your

Choice With
Your Family

METHODIST

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

36500 Ann Arbor Trail
Livonia 220149

Rev. William, A. Ritter
425.0268

930 em. and 11

Worshio Service

7

nd Church Sehool
e

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
of Plymouth
680 Church Stroet
4535280

ald K. Corl

Y3 am. + worhin Service and

Kureary o Kindscgarien
€30 pun < Senler” High Yeur

CLARENCEVILLE
METHODIST
CHURCH
20300 Middlebelt, Livenia
GR 4-358)

00 4 m. First Warship Servica

A cordia)
ST. LUKE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Five Mile at Haggerty
Ernest L. Otter, Minister

Phone 4539491

ORCHARD UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

30450 Farmington Road
Between 13 and 14 Mile
MA 86.6820
Wonhip, Church School, Nursery
936 am. - 11 e,

Eric 5. Hammar 1-4464
Wm. M. Hughes, Ao, Miniater

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
of Farmmg'an

:30 and 11 am.
Rev. Hugh C. Whi
Rev. B Bryce Swil

EPISCOPAL

SAINT JORN'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
843, Shelden Ruad, Pymovth

k3

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart Byzantine Catholic Church
29128 wm !Ix Mila Road

Rev. Mymn Homy.k
Divine Liturgies
Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 am. - Daily 9 a.m.
Sacrament af Reconclliation Sat. ; p.m. -: p.m.
p.m

Attend Church This Sunday

PRESBYTERIAN

St. Mark's
Presbyterian Church’
26701 Joy Road
Worship and Church School
10 a.m.

Church Office: CR 8-9340

WARD UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LIVONIA

Farmingten Road snd Six Mile Rood
22115

"de Chr(lﬂlm Armar
and Weapgns”

Dr. Bactet L. Hoss
“The Day Gabriel
Spoke to Michael”

Rev. Franklin Wiltiams Jr.
College and Career Night

Wednerday Evening

8 pim, Faniy Ginoer
78 > o al saes
e P, Pl

ALl Acti

Nursay Beoeid

For information

please call
Miss Kathy Porter - 422-3175

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
NATIVITY
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
9435 Henry Ruff at
Weat Chicago
tivonia 1-5406
Rev. Edward H. Reinhardt
9:%0 am. and 11 am.

Nursary, Church School
and Worship Service

PRESBYTERIAN
ST. PAUL'S
Presbyterian Church
27475 Five Mils Road
GA 2.1470
“Everyone Welcome”
Rev. William F. Whitledge
Rev. Arnold §. Dalzell
Donald A. Drew
Ministers.

Worship and Church School
9:20 am. and 1] am.

ST. TIMOTHY
Presbyterian Church
16700 Newburg Road
Warthip and Church Schoal
330 a.m. and 11 am,

Rev. Carl A. Gundersen
2614844 464-1354

ROSEDALE GARDENS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ubbard at West Chicage
Woarship and Church School
9 am. and
Richard C. Dunkelberger, Pestor
Arthr Beumler, Jr., Assoc
William T. Lovick,

CHURCH OF GOD

Riverside Park

11771 Newburgh Road a3 Plymouth Road
Livonia

Rev. J Clifford Thor, Pastor
Rev. Robent L Mcaring, Associate

9:45 a.m. Sundsy Schoo

50 pm. Evening Sarvics
Nwsery anG Day Care Contar Now Ope

Envoliment Limited.

Phane 464-0990

1 am

iate Pastor
ssociate Pastor
0494

Church of God

m. Moraing Worship

Call 484 0‘790

Wibly School 9:45 e,

ip, Servics n 0.

Wonik
Wadnesday — 7:30 p.

NORTHWESI’ CHURCH
hristian and Misslonary Alliance

nm West Ton Mils Road — 4767673
Batwean Middlabslt .u Inkiter Rosds

vaaiag Secvicy 7 pm.

" “Howe of Powsr™
Fuul D. escho, Pt iy
Parkdale EVANGELICAL

Assembly of God

36516 Pnrkdalc
1. BIk 5. af Plymooth

S
" 730 pam.
Q5060 o 4324000

[ CHRISTIAN Science ]
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

You are cordislly invited 1o attend Sunday

below. Sunday I

hools are conducted by a” churches, and
care is provided for children of preSunday School age.

COVENANT CHURCH
24331 W. Eight Mile Road
Patralt

Edwin T, Clomens, P
Sunday Services
<rrver; Sondey School

A
Vetper Service

Church: KE
Residance: KE 3933

School a3 listed

Wednesday Testimonial Meetings at 8 p.m.
Hours of Servies
FOURTH CHURCH, Detroit ... .. . 1 oam,

24400 W. Sevan Mils near Telegraph

FIRST CHURCH, Garden City ....... 11 am.

33111 Ford Road

FIRST CHURCH, Plymouth . ...

1100 Wast Ann Arbor Trail

RS

.. 10:30 am,




