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Saying sad farewell
Collector parts with his treasures

By CORINNE ABATT

Everything about J.A. Appelhof is
modest except his collection of ivories
and carved stones.

‘The area resident who is selling 6§00

pieces of his collection at C.B. Charles
Galleries of Pontiac this weekend,
shies away from publicity and declines
{0 classify himself as an art expert.
. He was at the galleries recently look-
ing at a major portion of his collection
displayed in lighted glass cases, the
carved ivory pieces took up a good
share of three long walls. Against the
back wall were cases of carved jade,
lapis, coral tiger eye, rose quartz,
malachite, amathyst, rock crystal and
turguoise.

Many, if not all, are museum quality
pieces, but, particularly, in the case of
the carved ivory, few museums own
such pieces.

Appelhof, now in his early '80s, said,
“You start with a hubby and it becomes

adisease.”

' He continued saying that he first be-
gan to collect wood carbings in the late
“30s.

“But once I went to the Orient and
found such there was such a thing as
ivory, that was it.”

And once he found the European
carved ivories, that was really it.

“THE INTEREST in fine ivory

carving really started in Europe,” he
said as he stood before a carving in ivo-
ry of St. George slaying the dragon.
This piece trimmed with sterling sil-
ver and gold, is without doubt the finest
in the Appelhof collection and he was
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enjoying looking at it as if he was see-
ing it for the first time. It is done in
pieces and each one fits into the next
like a finely wrought puzzle.

So intricately is it done that the dra-
gon's teeth, the face of the warrior, the
hands, the curve of the dragon's tail the
tail and head of the horse, even the
hooves with silver horseshoes, are
works of art in themselves.

Taken as a whole the piece has
rhythm and balance that is truly beau-
tiful to experience.

The tension is evident in the horse’s
veins, muscles so carefully sculpted,
even the eyes and nostrils of the horse
convey the message of excitement and
fear.

Appelhof explained that none of
these beautiful carved ivories are
signed because they were done under
the patronage of cardinals and other
wealthy men of the church.

An ivory carving of Queen Elizabeth
1 is trimmed in real rubies and emer-
alds. Other pieces are trimmed in solid
gold and silver, some are combined
with wood, Many like the candle shades
are functional as well as decorative.

APPELHOF, WHO CAN remember
the circumstances about the acquisi-
tion of each piece, is happly to relate
the many stories he has of his en-
counters in the process of collecting.

Like it was yesterday, he can recaill
the time a dealer brought him a brown
figure of Catherine the Great of Russia.
A pedestal on which her crown rests
was separate. The dealer wanted to
know if Appelhof was interested. The
answer was yes, and from the price
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which was arrived at, the dealer didn't
know it was ivory.

‘When he took is through the customs
of the near Eastern country, the offi-
cial unwrapped it, checked the certifi-
cate documenting it as an antique and
then called out to the other customs of-
ficials, “Look what this yokel bought
here.

It is one of the finest carvings is the
Appelhof collection and the queen's
outstretched hand rests lightly upon the
crown on the pedestal. When the dirt
was washed away, the ivary again took
on its natural color.

The customs official wasn't the only
one who made fun of the collector.
Some of his family members and
friends took his interest lightly and
teased him about “storing all that stuff
in my basement.”

That was in the days, 35 years ago
when he was buying beautifully carved
Japanese ivory figures for $25 a piece.

“All my relatives thought I was
touched,” he said with a smile.

WHEN HE SOLD 2,000 pieces of his
collection in New York in the early
'70s, their attitude changed. The items
brought many, many times his original
investment.

“It was the best investment in the
world, but I didn’t buy for that reason,”
he said, “and I never traded any of
them.”

Many of the pieces he found on his
travels. He has made numerous trips to
Europe and been around the world
many times. He knows the dealers who
might have something he wants. Once
the dealers knew what he was interest-

ed in, they would contact him.

Many of his most valuable pieces,
like St. George slaying the dragom,
were bought through the Hartman Gal-
lery of New York City.

Although Appelhof claims to know
little about art in general and says he
just sturnbled on to this all-consuming
hobby, he advised, “When looking at a
piece, look at everything but the price.”

Then, he added when you have made
up your mind which one you want, see
if you can afford it.

He explained that he was parting
with the collection because of his age
— too much responsibility, too much to
care for — but it was like parting with
loved ones. He wasn't sure if he would
be able to attend the sale.

“It breaks my heart,” he said, “that
the people who buy these things may
never know what they have or appreci-
ate the beauty.”

Still, there were few regrets. Several
times Appelhof spoke of the joy collect-
ing had brought to him, the challenge
of the acquisition, the thrill in finding a
long sought piece.

Now retired for more than 20 years,
he considers himself fortunate to have
been financially able to travel and col-
lect.

He stood with his hand on a Chinese
temple figure carved from fossil ivory
millions of years old, “If I wasn’t so
old, I'd never part with my collection,”
he said.

But he is straight and tall and a regu-
lar golfer. Collecting is in his blood. He
just might start all over again. Who
knows?
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Dancing II for those who have square
dancing experience.

RECREATION

*Golf; first class meeting from 7 to
10 p.m., one session on Monday, room
101G , another, Wednesday, room 101G;
after first session one hour practice
times will be formed; $15 fee; buckets
of balls extra at range; three indoor,
five outdoor sessions; beginners, inter-
mediates and advanced groups formed.
Bring no. five iron and putter to first
class.

« Hatha Yoga; limited enrollment;
7:30 to 9:30 p.m., Tuesdays, Child Care
Room; $16; designed to build its parti-
cipants to healthier life through im-
proved posture, breathing and relaxa-
tion; bring a mat or wear loose cloth-
ing; persons with histories of back com-
plaints should consult their doctors and
instructor before class.

« Slimnastics; 7:30 t0 9:30 p.m., Tues-
days, East Junior High School gym; $12

fee; women have an oppportunity to ex-
cercise through games and activities.

» Volleyball (Ladies only); 7:30 to 9:30
p-m., Mondays, O.E. Dunckel Junior
High gym; $10 fee.

* Volleyball { Men only); 7:30 to 9:30
p.m., Tuesday, Power Junior High gym;
$§10 fee.

« Volleyball, 7:30 to 9:30 p.um.,
Wednesday, 0.E. Dunckel gym or 7:30
to 9:30 p.m., Thursdays, Power Junior
High gym; $15 fee per couple or $10
single.

COMMUNITY SERVICE PRO-
GRAMS

« Community Band; 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
‘Tuesdays, Harrison High School band
room; free; open to all adults, second-
ary students may audition for member-
ship; band has several groups: coneert
band, jazz band, dixieland band and a
brass ensemble performing at various
times and functions. For further infor-
mation call 474-1180 or 661-4604.
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CONDO CARE provides a

ONE-TELEPHONE NUMBER

SERVICE that gives you peace of mind as a condomini-
um owner for REPAIR, ADJUSTMENT, REPLACEMENT
and UNLIMITED SERVICE CALLS...at an annual low cost

payable quarterly.

557-6830

Callfor free brochure

Q. Will it cost me any more money during the period of my service
agreement (are there any hidden charges?)
A.No.

Q. Areyou available for 24-hour emergency service if needed?

A Yes.

Q Are there any additional charges for service calls?

Q If CONDO CARE has to do replacement of hot water tanks, garbage
disposals, complete air conditioning units, complete furnace units, or any
electrical items (exhaust fans, wall switches & outlets) will| be charged?

A.No. And no pro-rating.

Q. Does COMDO CARE charge me for preventative maintenance?

A Service of Kanal Building Co.
16055 W. 12 Mile Rd.,

A.No.
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