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‘A baseball future in the cards for McCaity

By JAY DUNSTAN

With the start of every new baseball
season comes a new set of baseball
trading cards. If you go to your favor-
ite; candy counter and spend a quarter
for one pack containing 15 cards and a
stick of gum, the chances are one in 60
that you'll get card No. 231.

“1f you do get card No. 231, the name
on the front will be Steve McCatty. It
will tell you that he is a pitcher for the
Oakland Athletics.

Turn to the back and you'll learn that
he is 6-foot-3, weighs 200 pounds,
throws and bats right-handed and is
from Troy, Mich. There will also be a
statistical history of his baseball ca-
reer.

What you won't learn is how he was
discovered, what it's like to play in
Oakland and what it will be like to play
for former Detroit Tiger and New York
Yankee manager, and the Athletics’
new one, Billy Martin.

McCatty, a 1972 graduate of Troy
High School, will be starting his first
full season as an Oakland A in April. It
will also be the first time he will have a
chance to impress his new manager,
Martin.

Final cage

“I think he’ll help the club,” McCatty
said. “If someone makes mastakes, you
ccan be sure he'll jump all over them.”

IF THINGS ARE the same this year
for the A’s as they were in 1879, Martin
will have plenty to jump about.
Oakland was dead last in the West-
ern Division of the American e
with a 54-108 record. They led the
league in errors with 174, had the low-
est team batting average at .239, and
their pitching staff compiled the sec-
ond worst earned run average (ER4) at

Even with Martin as manager, most
experts believe the A’s will end up
pmty much the same as last year —

Mccauy was a bright spot in an oth-
erwise dreary 1979 season. He bad an
11-12 won-lost record with a 4.21 ERA.
He was responsible for more than one-
fifth of all the A’s victories.

To prepare for the coming cam-
paign, McCatty spent this past winter
playing baseball in Puerto Rico for
Ponce, a team managed by Manny San-
guillen, former Oakland catcher now
playing for the world champion
Pittsburg Pirates.

standings

AREA PREP METRO cE A
FINAL STANDINGS W LGB CENTRAL BRACKET
(Not iacluding Brotber Rice)  Hamtramck 20 x
Harper Woods 7 44n % LGB
OVERALLSTANDINGS - Lutersn Bt 6 6 6 CatholicCentral 9 1 x
LGB LuheranNoth & 6 6 BrotherRice 91 x
Brother Rice W 5§ x Cranbrook 5 66% NotreDame 5 5 4
Southield 19 6 x LutheranWest s 1 71 UD 165
OLStMarys . 18 4 x CountryDay 0 12 12 DeLaSalle 28 7
BH Lahser 17 4 x Bishop Borgess 19 8
5fd Christian 17 3 x
SidMancogian 15 5 x METRO SUBURBAN
Sild-Lathrop 156 x ASSOCIATION CDDIVISION
Rochester 12 9 x W% LGB WEST BRACKET
Cranbrook 10 10 x BHLabser 9 1 x
North Farmington 10 10 x Sfd-Lathrup 8 2 1 w LGB
Birm. Groves 10 11 x RO.Dondero 6 4 3 OLSLMarys 10 0 x
BH Andover 10 12 x Birm.Groves 5 5 4 Mt Carmel 8 2 2
Parm Hamion 10 12 % Rodh Adams 1 9 B StAndrew 55 5
Roe 7 12. x Troy Atbeas 1 8 8 Gab.Richard 486
WL Central B x St. Florian 28 8
Troy 8 14 x  OAKLAND-ALEAGUE St Agatha 199
WestBloomfield 7 M4 x
: T4 x Flnal Standings
Farmiogton 615 x Regular season INTER-LAKES LEAGUE
Country Day 215 x W LGB
Avondale 407 x W LGB Liv.Stevenson 8 2 x
Birm. Seaholm 318 x U.Ford 11 0 x Waterford 731
Troy Athens 318 x UEsentowser 10 1 1 Mil Lakeland 6 4 2
N Utica 9 2 2 PomtacNorthern 4 6 &
clawscn 8 3 3 Farmlglon 37 5
MICHIGAN INDEPENDANT 6 5 5 WallLakeCentral 2 8 6
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE m, Orioa 56 6
4 7 7
W OLGB Semte i 7 7 NORTHWEST SUBURBAN
S1d Christian 8 2 1 Troy R LEAGUE
ULiggett 7 3 1 MHLamphere £ 707 W LGB
Roseville Bapt. 7 31 if 1 10 10 N.Farmington 73 x
Oak. Christian 6 4 2 Chippewa Valley 0 11 11 Liv.Franklin 8 & 1
Huron LV 2 8 6 ‘Thurston 5 5 2
BhamluthNW 0 10 8 MICHIGAN  Redford Union $ 82
SDEL\HD‘I: LGp GCEast 37 4
GREATER OAKLAND Ferndale o 1 x
ATHLETICLEAGUE Southfield 901 x
RO. Kimball 5 5 4  WESTERNSIXLEAGUE
W LGB Berkley 505 4 W LGB
Clarkston 100 2 Birm.Seabolm 2 8 7 WaterdordMott 8 2 x
Rochester 4 4 Haelpark 010 9 PymouthCanton 8 2 x
Wat Kettering 6 4 4 Liv. Churchill 6 4 2
BH Andover 55 5 Farm. Harison 4 6§ 4
W.Blocmlield 377 CATHOLICLEAGUE Northwille 406 4
Mitford 01010 Stan WL. Western o 8

Deroy Ringsmiths will pay
you top dollar for your
jewelry. Your gold, diamonds
and gems are now worlh more.

by the ringsmiths
in the window.

g upper level .
. Fairlane Towne Center
Dasrborn

EVERY
MONDAY

You'll recognize Deroy’s

28915 JOY RD.

“Manny knows a Iot,” McCatty said.
“He's a super guy.”

McCauy was instructed by the A’s
management to throw nothing but
offspeed pitches in Puerto Rico. With
the help of A's pitching coach Lee
Stange, McCatty has developed what he
calls “a pretty good slider.”

McCatty wasn’t always a pitcher. He
was an All-League catcher at Troy
High and was still positioned behind the
plate in 1973,

HE WAS PLAYING Class A ball on
his father’s team when he got his first
real opportunity to pitch. Still a catch-
er at the time, McCatty pitched ina 7-6
loss and caught the attention Fred
Goodman and Mark Esper, two of the
A's seouts.

They signed him as a free agent on
June 26, 1973 and he started his minor
league career immediately with stops

thrill was signing a pro contract and
fulfill his only goal — to play in the
major leagues. “I don't really try to set
goals,” McCatty said. “My goal now is
not to get sent back to the minor
leagues.

“In the big leagues the pay is better,
the meal money is better and you're al-
ways assured of better hotels. Every-
thing seems to be made easy for you.”

Playing for the A’s means playing
for flamboyant owner Charlie Finley in
front of 45,000 empty seats,

“Last year Charlie didn’t care about
the team at all,” said McCatty. “if he
stays like he was last year — no calls
to the manager — OK. But, if he gets
like before. . .”

Finley is considering moving the A’s
from Oakland to Denver. The move, ne-
cessitated by poor attendance in the
Bay area, must be approved by the
other basehall owners, a ma]unly of
‘whom have

in Lewiston, Modesto, Ct
Tuscon and San Jose before being
called up by the A’s in 1977,

MeCatty claims his biggest baseball

P pul
with the way Finley runs hxs ball club.
“I'D RATHER PLAY in Denver,”

SELL
YOUR
HOUSE

- with a Classified ad.
Home buyers read our
real estate listings
every day. Advertise
your home in the
Classified columns
where ready buyers will
see it. Classified
readers will make vour
home a bestseller!

people

read

LUOTBER
EENTER

said McCatty. “When you don't draw

anybody into your own ballpark, it isn't

{un playing there. I'd love to play in
Detroit.”

There is one thing about Qakland
McCatty likes. “The best place to pitch
in the American League is Oakland.
‘The ball doesn't carry well there at all.
The worst places are Detroit and Bos-
ton. The ball carries well in Detroit and
in Boston you've got that short leftfield
fence,”

McCatty was 2-2 against the Tigers
last year. Both his victories were com-
plete games — 3-2 in Qakland and 7-3
in Detroit.

The sophomore jinx, an old baseball
proverb that a player will slump in his
second season in pro ball, doest't
bother McCatty. “I just don't believe in
it”

MeCatty still lives in the offseason in
‘Troy with his wife , Audrey.

If he continues to improve, McCat-
ty's hope to someday to play in Detroit
will be shared by the weak-pitching
Tigers.
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ballpark, it isn't fun playing the:
I'd love to play in Detroit.”

This winter

create a better home
where you live

Gallon
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TUB
ENCLOSURES
MODEL 158
SILVER TRIM
| MODEL 5008

SILVERWITH 5748
COMPOUND BAR

s54%

classified
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FANOUS Latax

Flat Wall Palxt

* Beastui it s

« Serytaclean stays
coer:

Safety tempered glass frame
in silver anodized aluminum.
IN STOCK FOR YOUR PICK-UP

Custom Tinting
extra

PANELING
BY

Pluswood

- his emptiness betray,
As shallow streams

Ban dunplmy all the way.
—Alexander Pope

\

CLASSIFIED ADS
644-1100  Qakland County
591-0900 Wayne County
852-3222  Rochester/Avon
(Eternal smiles

SERVICE
SPECIAL
We will pick up your television set, bring it to
our shop and have It checked by our TV
experts. You will then be notifled by tele-
phone of the cost of repair. If you decide not

to have It repalred we will return it to your
home. All for only $10.

USED COLOR TV’S
.FOR SALE

ony 40

PHONE 525-5450

WESTLAND

“THE PROFESSIONALS”

SN

10 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

six weeks of spring savings

.31

ing with

OFF JAX KAR WASH

1 coupon per wash
= wEXPIRES A APRILB 1980

“ACLEANK. KARE By JAX RIDES BE TTER' o

JAX KAR RENTALS, INC.

Budget Rent a Car
of Southfield

28845 Talogr
South of 12 ﬁf o
354-15

1

1

Good At Al Locations :
1

Jax Kar Rentals, Inc.
8620 Orchard Lake
South of 15 Mile Rd.

W. Bloomfleld

851-1120

YET EXCITINGLY
BEAUTIFUL Plasmaod Gore

Sunburst Pecan or White Elm
We normally stock 2,000 paneln
of 4x7 and 4x8

BI-FOLD CLOSET DOORS*

Birch or
Lauan

$24.00 |
$26.00 |
sza.oo i

*Front si
natural fi iuh
roverse side
for paint

‘Come in now and...
4 SAVE TWICE! You'll
be way ahead. Now

| and in the long run.

R-19(6")
22° ;=
23°%..r

X (WITH KRAFT PAPER}
Fiberglas Roll Insulation

©OEasy to install ® Qualifies for Tax Credit
CASH & CARRY

VANITY WITH
MARBLE TOPS

17x19
Single
Door

Faucets $13.88

Chaice of bases
White/with gold accent
Pecan/with gold accent

Ant. White/with gold accent
See our fine selection of vanities
in large sizes,

1x2 DRY
FURRING STRIPS

Excellent dry stock for
. furring or utility use
X, around the home.

6 Bo *3%0,

| 77 190x 3359 |

8 wPLK $

10” ROUGH
PINE BOARDS

50 running foot

MOOTH ONE SIDE/K.D.
LENGTHS THRU 18’

SOFTWOOD

2x2 $TUD$
7 70¢
8 96¢

OWN FROM OUR
IN-STORE STOCK

#2 AND BETTER GRADE K.D.
IN STOCK 4' 6’ 10°

30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD
GA 2-1000

Sat
Shed open Monday.Thurs . mapm Sunday 10 a.m. -5 p.am,
l .

Store Hours
Monday lhru Frlday
98 p.

® =

aturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

2. |




