- Oceani’é ari‘sings with mystery

By HELEN ZUCKER

A very strong show, “Qceanic Art
from the Collection of Dr. Harry
Bober,” opened at Meadow Brook Art
Gallery on March 16.

Bober, Avalon professor of humani-
ties at New York University, modestly
called himself a “self-confessed accu-

mulator” during the course of his lee-

ture on the differences between the
arts of New Guinea, Australia, the New

Hebrides, New Zea!And, the Fiji and ys

Easter Islands.

“Oceania” is an area twice the size
of the Atlantic Ocean, It is fascinating
to see the diversity of shields, fighting
staffs, ceremonial paddles, and amulet-
ie figures, fish hooks, feast bowls, fan
handles, animals and figures produced
in Melanesia and Polynesia.’

Bober, a highly knowlegable fellow,
and a well-known medieval art scholar,
is bardly a “pack-rat.” He is what writ-

- er Richard Shepard, in a article in “An-

tiques World,‘ accurately doscnbed
him as, “a

bold objects. Luckily, they are hehind
glass. Like Bober, I had a sudden urge
to become “an accumulator,” in short,
I immediately wanted to fill a Polyne-

_sian feast bowl with Michigan apples

and take it hore,

- This is art that sings with mystery.
Bober began his lecture with slides of
the Lescaux cave paintings. He called
them “realistic,” despite the fact that
these paintings and the little stone “Ve-
nus of Willendorf” go back 30,000

ears.

He went on o say that Greek and
Roman tradition completely covered
the art of the Western world, “but
Oceanic art goes back to Paleolithic
times — uninterrupted until very re-
cently.

“OLD PEOPLE IN AUSTRALIA,
natives (aborigines),” Bober said, “are
totally unimpressed by electricity, run-
ning water, western civilization. They
are producing the last artifacts of this
nnd. ‘The new generation in Australia
it Messege sticks, boom-

tor.” The current show is ample proof
of Bober's, wideranging, exquisite

A SCHOLAR whose major work has
been in the field of manuscript illumi-
npation, he is particularly quahned to
appreciate the differences in pattern-
ing on eucalyptus bark in Australia,
palmwood in Papua New Guinea, sago

- palm spathe (two stitched pieces of
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palm fronds, dried, then attached to

bamboo rnds and painted), in
Melanesia and of course, the differenc-
es in carvings on wood from the Solo-
mon Islands and New Zealand.

There are stone figures from New
Hebrides here as.well. And pestles,
bowls, and beautifully carved house-
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er-mgs, which were lethal weapons for
killing animals, or men, not playthings,
ceremuma! shields used on walkabouts
(the ceremony where in a young man
went out into the bush to commune
with himself and come to grips with his
emerging manhood), face masks, tull-
roarers, a religious, decorated slightly
horn-shaped piece of wood, probably
mean little to the young Australian na-
tive now.”
‘The show has beautiful shields, spear

especially laken with a friendly wood-
en pig from New Guinea. Somehow its
shark-like little teeth seem to grin. Its
eyes pop out at you through the inéised
decorations filled with lime to keep it
solid, Someone loved this pig.

-Bober said, “It is not enough to love.
To know is the key. I'm not interested
in anthropology, but in broader ques-
tions, in ways of seeing.”

THIS SHOW is the collection of an
erudite man whose love for art is obvi-
ous, and whose desire to kmow is a veri-
table passion. The variety of works
does what Bober intended. It raises
questions about the very nature of cul-
tural differences, about the mystery in-
herent in change, about our fellow
creatures — whether they be in the
Oceanie world or the Asiatic, of in

review ' :

(Nm’th America, !
Bober has returned to New York, but
he bas left his collection here ugtil
April 25. It's an extraordinary show.
Look for the wooden guardian figure
from the Solomon Islands, He Ieans a
bit drunkenly, smiles toothily, has a
cap that looks like a replica of the tin
man's hat in “The Wizard of 0z His
hands fold across his broad stomach.

Bober’s” long association with the
Meadow Brook Art Gallery is a for-
tunate one; it brings us pieces like this.

‘The museum is located on the ground
floor of Wilson Hall at Oakland Univer-
sity near Rochester. For Information,
call 377-3005. Hours are Tuesday-Fri-
day: 1-5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, -
6:30 pm. The gallery is open during
Meadow Brook Theatre performances.

Cancer Society brings
session of ‘Straight Talk’

Farmington Community Center in
with American Cancer So-

throwers and Anyone who
has seen the movie, “Walkabout,” will
immediately recognize the items used
in this ceremony and will understand
the meaning of Bober’s comments.
Dispite the careful craft, the sophis-
ticated work evident in this show, I was
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clety has scheduled two one-hour pro-
grams called “Straight Talk.” One will
be given at 10 a.m,, the other at 8 p.m.
Tuesday, April 1.

‘The sessions are without charge, but
reservations are requested by calling
the center, 477-8404.

Lynn Attard, health educator for the
American Cancer Society, says, “Our
Straight Talk message is sensitive, but
very straightforward. It is designed to
dispel fears many women have about
the possibility of uterine or breast can-

cer” .
The pmgra.m will zero in on good
health habits and 2 woman’s responsi-
bility for taking her own health actions.

Women will be advised about the
kind of attention and care to seek from
their doctors, and locations where free
pap tests and breast are
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DECORATORS CARPET SHOWROOM
_ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - THIS ONE TIME ONLY
ADMITTANCE ONLY, TO AREA RUG DEPARTMENT
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100% WOOL RUGS, MADE IN BELGIUM-HOLLAND
INDIA-MOROCCO-JAPAN & GERMANY

NOTHING HELD BACK
SAVINGS BEYOND 50%

" MUST CLOSE OUT HUNDREDS OF AREA RUGS
HANDMADE - MACHINE MADE
EXCITING CONTEMPORARY & TRADITIONAL

ORIENTAL REPRODUCTIONS-SOLIDS WITH FRINGE
BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS-MANY ONE OF A KIND
THESE RUGS ARE IMPORTED OR MADE BY:
COURISTAN ORIENTAL REPRODUCTIONS-TEMPO
ASIA OR TOYO PATTERNED RUGS-PANDE CAMER-
ON INDIAN RUGS-S.A.F.T. MOROCCAN RUGS-WOOLO
BRAIDED RUGS-MOUNTAIN RUG MILLS, FINEST
DOMESTIC PATTERNED RUGS-HAYIM IMPORTED
RUGS-CONCEPT IMPORTED RUGS & K.V.T.

) PATTERNS
EXCELLENT SELECTION

-SIZES: 3%, 436", 6'x9’
ROUNDS 4 ft. & 6 ft.

HQLLAND RUGS

L3DAYS ONLY

available.

The program includes discussion,
visual presentations and a question and
answer segment.

Farmington Community Center is lo-
cated at 24705 Farmington Road.

Tocated 1n the Quakestown
it i Bt

ALL SALES FINAL-CASH & CARRY-NO REFUNDS
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Friday: 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Saturday: 9:30 am to 7:00 pm
Sunday: 12:00 am to 5:00 pm
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30,000,000 VETERANS

VETERANS

O MONEY DOWN - $100,000 MAX.

Most Veterans who have served
any time since Sept. 16, 1940 are

eh?lble for full or partial loan
rights—even if they have had one

HURRY INTO STEPHEN BRUCE TODAY

FOR THE SPECIAL SAVINGS ON THE

FINEST MEN‘S FASHIONS IN TOWN.

SUITS

FROM $195.00 to $345.00

FROM $100.00 to $225.00-

20% OFF

BUE

Newburgh Plazs (6 uu, 3 thm;n RS} Livomia.

SPORTCOATS

‘OUTERWEAR

FROM $135.00 to $150.00

SLACKS

FROM $20.00 to $50.00

STOP IN TODAY - YOU'LL BE IMPRESSED

or more Veterans loans!

loan rights.

petitive rates.

CALL:

Call ys, or your ne:ghborhood
real estate office, for more in-
formation about your Veterans

We also have Conventional, FHA
and Refinance loans at very com-

MANUFACTURERS
MORTGAGE CORPORATION

-
352-9830 or 352- 7147
APR.13.50%
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Herculon' olefin fiber...
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you saw it in
the March issue

[ The Signature Collection In

Beautiful... now...save on fashion elegance
with fine furniture from the
Signature Collection in Herculon®
olefin fiber at plymouth furniture

@ gives you lasting good looks.
@ © gives you enduring beauty.
B o gives you fashion elegance
with built-in stoin release.

A ——

$233,..now at plymouth fumiture
Save: $233) Signature Collection Sofa

Save $181! Signature Collection Love Seat
Tave'$ 98! Signature Collection Lourige Chair
Save$ 311 Signature Collection Ottoman
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PLmouH

oPeN | mmv.nmv, 'WEDNESDAY 9:30 e 0 5:30 prn © THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 9:30 o 10 8:30 pm

the Signature Collection Is yours at savings'of $31 to
1

% $859
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i $379 §
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