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By MATT GERSON

A message in the Theatre of the Arts
playgbill, from Director M.J. Kier,
urges the audience to*‘come share and
celebrate with us life, in hopes that it
can beIush and full.” N

‘This musieal “Celebration,” through
'April 26 in dinper-theater format at
Mr. . Mac’s Stable in Dearborn, is
strange, gripping,” exuberantly acted,
yet depmsmgly stripped-to-the-bone.

1t explores man and woman's fondest
but crassest dreams, Its values are the
most unsparing “existential” this
viewer has encountered in a mnsxca], at
least since “Cabaret.”

The rather murkily defined time-pe-
riod isn't pre-Hitler Berlin of the 1920s,
but our own, uneasily similar time:
Self-obsession, nareissism, cheap thrills
and groping for slithering, amblgnuus
values that elude us. *

The book and lyries by Tom Jones
evoke symbols and acidly work over
many of the pipe dreams we all suc-
cumb to. We meet characters like a
hardened, smugly knowing, former
priest, Potemkin {Aaron Hunt), who
now feels at home with thievery and
doing “magic tricks,” like “sawing real

;- women in half — real sawing, 23 of

them so far.”

THIS SINISTER manipulator of
events sports a devilish beard and gaze,
a credo that “the world’s in a mess —
5o what? Because God is dead and it's
not my problem.”

Then there’s a girl named Angel
{Paula Kline), who wants to be a “big
success in Hollywood.” She'll do just
abont anything — striptease at private
parties, mold and primp-up her body,
to evoid a career “as a grey little sec-
retary all my grey little life.”

Old Mr. Rich (John Bruning) is
bedecked in silver-tinseled tuxedo, dol-
lar signs on his tails, but covered with
wrinkles and straw-white hair. He's
made his fortune on “women'’s falsies,
artificial limbs and fake flowers” — a
true greedy child of the 1970s.

There's the Orphan (Michael
Stopczynski), a lost gardener, hand-

‘Celebration’ embraces
existential viewpoint

review

Jarly given the stresses and changes de-

some, clean-cut, a lover representative
of sunshine, nature, goodness and grow-
ing things. He, too, is a-victim, an inno-
cent, set-up for hurt by the cold, indif-
ferent and mean forces in the world.
Be's laughed at and villified by the
others, including Lhe Revelels — atrio

paper over the cracks.
The ensemble acting of this Theatre
of the Arts troupe is excellent, particu-

manded here. But the play itself is,
well, like the overly well-done prime
rib this reviewer had for dinner.

Filling, fasty, yet leaving us some
what dry-mouthed, with an aftertaste
and needing to reach for some wine, to
sweeten things and get our voice back.

It's a rich “wine” of intellectual and
i content, but conveyed in an

of whiteface, pain Jooki
(but what sre they really") shadowy
figures in the background of the action.
They dance, sing and sting — flinging
the Orphan around the stage during the
“city” setting of Act

THEY EXIST TO foltow, anonymous
look-alikes, symbols here of mass-
man's morality, “Let the other guy help
out — I'm gonna have a good time.”

the preceding descriptions, hope-
fully, give some idea of the principals
parading around this bitter, no-non-
sense play. Yet, somehow, “Celebra-
tion” is full of a joie de vivre energy in
the performances, throughout its sad,
« dangling-on-the-edge quality of story
and music.

Again, director Klier describes the
play as an event, a “primitive experi-
ence,” ‘and perhaps that’s the key
meaning: just to allow its totality to
awaken our senses and make us think.

Still, its elements are' uneasily
merged. We are thrown headlong into
expectation of a grim, nastly, unusually
gritty and profané unfolding of life’s di-
lemmas. This is bardly the stuff of
most musicals or dinner-theater fare.

At rare times, it's as if Jones and
Schmidt (who alse collaborated on the
“Fantasticks”) pull back from this
uneasily swallowed scenario of
desperation and groping to remind us
in song that there’s also “love” out
there.

THESE EMOTIONAL transitions
are too jumbled, ladled on too tran-
sparently, to keep the audience from
-acute indigestion, perhaps. Even
Schmidt's,uplifting, sweet music can’t

Cabaret show at Old Mill

A musical cabaret show with the Old
Mil! Players, featuring a few members
of QOakland University's show group
Meadow Brook Estate, is being pre-
sented Friday and Saturday nights at

the O1d Mill Restaurant.

The performance goes on intermit-
tently all evening between serving of
dinners and beverages.
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almost assaulting style of shock waves,
that push us away. The totality is of
vivid, fleeting images of impact.

It's like getting a multi-layered
cream pie “thrown smack in our face .
from God,” as a recent movie de-
scribed death. We react, but finally
more with a response of stunned confu-
sion, than to the play's content.

Sheryl Krause of Qak Park (center) and her
brother ‘Alan of Birmingham walked away from
the Furay Festival of Theatres with awards for
best supporting actress and actor in community
theatre. The two won the honors with a scene from Fr:
the West Bloomfield Family Players production of

Award winners

“Cinders” acted out in competition with Bob

McSweeney from Farmington Hills. Award for

bestp ion was given to

Players for a scene from “The Dmry of Amne
ank” i
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ALL SEAFOOD FRESH DAILY
| Easy listening dancing music
' DAVE 8 SONNY
TtharlhEutEEOB-by Back Ribs

VIt

+Baked Rainbow Trout $5.95
+Fisherman's Platter $6.95
Parch, Scallops, Frog Legs
and Shrim;
+ 1% Ib, Live Lobster

\Weckly Specials thru March 27 with this &3]

Soup, Salad, Potatoes, or Vw Homemade Braad

NordiTIm
St

689-1258 yonn R just . of 15

Need to get away from it all?
And SAVE GAS,jump into
your car and drive to the
Northfield Hilton for a super”
weekend fling at an un-super
little price. Go shead - spoil
yourself, You deserve it.

UNIWIINDER}

+ Luxurious room
+ Cocktail in Hurley's,
our contemporary lounge
with nightly entertainment
and dancing on a stainless,
steel dance floor

* All-season indoor pool

* Saunas

« Leisurely hreakfsst in
Wicker Works {or room
service)
« Frea parking
- $29.80 per person,
double occupancy

- Free

Unwinder and

(31318792100

'Mini-Vacations. Minutes Away.

HONEYMOONING

* Luxurious room

- Bottle of champagne

+ Entertainment and
dancing in Hurley’s

* Indoor pool and saunas
* Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works (or room

service)

parking’
- $55 per couple

Tips and taxes are included!
€all 879-2100 for color
brochures on our

Honey-

mooning packages.

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75
Troy, Michigan 48098

S . WE'LL PAY YOU $3.00
(v® CHOWDER PUR TO TRY OURRIBSI*
71S. TELEGRAPH 'y *Buy ‘two $8.95 Rib Dinners and present

IN TEL-HURON SHOPPING CENTER this ad to receive your $3.00 Cesh Rebate.
334-2171

. GOOD FOOD
. GREAT CLAM CHOWDER =

" ENTERTAINMENT
FRL & SAT. NIGHTS
Sing-a-long with
Art Martin & the Celtic Sound

RELAX with a spacious comtortable
N room, indoor heated pool, sauna and

jacuzzi.

SHOP at the Briarwood Mall. Over 90

specialty shops, 3 major stores, 4

theatres and more.

DINING and cocktails at Mantels.

Turn of the century casual elegance,

extensive menu selection, fabuious

Sunday Brunch.

SPECIAL WEEKEND
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY RATES

™eBRIARWOOD HILTON 30

State Rd. at I-94
Ann Arbor
761-7800
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Our 28th Season

Shakespeare's Carlo Goldoni's

Hume Cronyn’s
About Nothing Foxtooe,

Shakespeare’s

Twelfth Night The Servant of

Shakespeate's Two Masters
Heary V D. L. Cobun’s
Shakespeare’s The Gin Game
Titus John Guare's
Andronicus  Bosoms and
Shakespeate’s eglect

Much Ado Sux:ngcloopc: and

King Lear Eugenc O'Neill’s
Anadapation of Long Day’s
Shakespeare’s Journey Into
Henry VI Night
Anton Chekhov's BriefLi
The Seagull rief Lives
John Gay's xdam;‘i by Pauick Garland
from the witin

The Beggar’s  cfjohn Auhr:yp
Opera —_—
Edna O'Brien's }'"leCt d() rders

k
Vitginia ro..n’fq“u‘.’if.,iﬁxo'&?é’u"s?ub:n

ke, For aurrec copy,

write or call

(519) 2714040

Tdrphuuo:dm from Apn.l 12,
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RUDY CALLICUTT PRESENTS

THE WORLD’S LARGEST INDOOR
COUNTRY VARIETY SHOW

FEATURING ALL THESE SUPER STARS. ..

Mr. First Lady
Country Tammy & George of Country
Music back together again usnc d

500 5 , s singing partners Awards.
0 Albums and for therr big show. W el e
All Top Awards. Its the most talked about Country Music

Teunion n
teday's music.

George Jones Tammy Wynette

George Lindsey  Johnny Duncan

Many Bt Sungs
“Sitanger”, 1 Conddat
Haww Bevn Batir™

rand Ole Opry” ~Andy Grilth Show”. “Hee
“Hee Haw® Hol of Fome Haw wid MCer shens

Cal Smlth Carl Petkins The Jordanaires
Grarmmy W M Blor Suede The rareo> #1 back up
Coury Bamphrs Shoes seaxe 1 aws wih Ebs

The La Garde Twins

Jlmmy C. Newman
o Act & Rope Trcks

a0 Ote Opry”
el | S i ot 76
Jana Jae Jan Seaton Koko the Clown
: Sl Endw e A
Ernest Tubb INFORMATION Don Gibson
Grand Ole Opey vl
i TICKETS NOW
All Seats Reserved
$8.50—$1000 — $11.50 ON SALE Tickets on Sale —
Pontiac Silverdome Box Office

IJmllzd Seuhr\g 33
in lhe nemelDome

ONE BIG SHOW
SATURDAY
MARCH 22, 1980 -
8:00 P.M.

(313) 857-8000 or at the door

Pontiac Siiverdome Minl-Dome

PRI




