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~ Puppets seem real to audience of school children
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“Do me a favor,” puppeteer John
McAnistan asked his young audience.

“Keep in mind that puppets aren’t
real. They have no life of their own.”

But the kids at McGregor School
didn't believe a word of it. Not then —
and certainly not after an hour of
watching the Bob Brown Marionettes
bring puppets to life.

For the Avon Township youngsters,
it was a rare chance to see the pup-
peteers who have entertained Amy
Carter and have a standing invitation
to the White House Easter Egg Roll.

Dawn Campbell (center) and Heidi Bleiler (far
right) are among the large audience at McGregor

peteers show.

Sitting cross-legged on their own
gym floor, they watched intently as the
troupe from Arlington, Va. turned rags
and gloves into animals and clowns and
Japanese warriors.

They laughed as shaggy dog Toby
waved signs of “Puppet Power” and
“Kérmit Lives"” behind the backs of the
humans who supposedly control him.

And the children yelled wildly as a
blue octopus' attacked puppeteer
Phylis Nierendorf, who kept insisting
was it “just a glove.”

“Just as John told you, a puppet it-
self has no life of its own. You and | —
the puppeteers — give it life,” she told
the rollicking audience.

theater

“IT CAN'T move. It can't,” she said
firmly, while youngsters hollered
“Look at your arm!” |

“I hate a pushy puppet, don't you?"
she finally muttered while the audience
collapsed with laughter.

But the youngsters composed them-
selves quickly, listening quietly as the
nationally known puppeteers showed
them hand puppets, rod puppets, mar-
lonettes and turned themselves into

School in Rochester attending Bn Brown pup-

“humanettes.”

A special treat was the Japanese
Bunraku or “Black Theatre,” with the
black-dressed puppeteer performing in
front of a black curtain,

Ending the show were larger than
human dancing puppets, which brought
gasps and wide-eyes.

“I’s the puppet that’s in control; not
the other way around,” acknowledged
the puppeteer, wrapping up the presen-
tation.

The youngsters' treat was sponsored
by the school's Parent Teacher Associ-
ation through the Detroit Institute of
Art Youtheatre.

“It was 50 close,” said Joy Willis, 7,
whose first-grade class missed math to
see the puppet show. “And it was real
fun.”

Jennifer Sherman, 8, thought the
puppets were cute. The Avon Township
second-grader has a “weird” puppet at
home.

FOR THE PUPPETEERS, it was a
pleasant end to a two-week metropoli-
tan Detroit tour. They visited 19
schools as part of the Youtheatre Show
on the Road series, as well as putting
on “A String-a-Long” March 8 at the
Detroit Institute of Arts.

‘This marked their 12th year touring
for the Youtheatre in Michigan. “They

come up with very original and high
quality shows consistently,” explained
Youtheatre's Tim Doyle.
“They're always doing something
new.”
Started as a one-man show in New
York City, puppeteer Bob Brown
moved to the Washington, D.C. area to
open the first puppet theater at the
Smithsonian Institution. He then
opened his own theater and six years
ago developed a traveling company.

The troupe grows from four or five
regular performers to 12 to 15 at
Christmastime. Brown's wife, Judy.
directs and writes scripts for the 10 dif-
ferent shows the Bob Brown Mar-
ionettes perform.

McAnistan, who performed in De-
troit with Ms. Nierendorf and Lew Dic-

mand than ever.

HE CREDITS their popularity to the. ..
increase in puppets on television.

“Teachers, therapists and even dencvr++
tists are picking up on it,” he explained.
“A kid doesn't feel threatened by this'
inanimate thing.” o

A performer who loves the “one tor
one” contact of school shows, he says..’
some audiences are better than others.

But basically, he believes “kids are
kids." .
“They're hard to fool. They know.
what they like and let you know it. E

“And geographically there's abso-
lutely no change ~ from inner city to
affluent suburbs to farmland. And
we've done em all.”
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RESTAURANT
CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
«EXOTIC COCKTAILSe
Carry-outs on Chinese Food
CHINESE: LUNGHEON 11 AN P
JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2 PM
DINNERS 53:30 PM FRI & SAT 1} 10:30 PM

Clased Mondays

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA
427-3171
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. “Profiles of Presley”
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RUPERT HOLMES.
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VIC DAMONE
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J.C. HEARD QUARTET NOW
APPEARING IN THE LOBBI BAR.
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JOHNNY TRUDELL'S ORCHESTRA
HYATT REGENCY(B)DEARBORN

Ringsley Inn

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet or
party. Call us today. Our experienced staff, headed by Mr.
Frank and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all arrange-
ments and details.

Woadward and Long Leke Road
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400

-

564-5144

3rd Annual

Plymouth
Easter Aris & Crafts Show
Fri., March 21

Sat., March 22
Sun., March 23

11am.-9p.m.
1tam.-8pm.
1tam.-6p.m.

Over 60 Exhibitors
Admission Free
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Exotic Cocktails
Open Mon-Thurs. 11-1, Fri. 11-2, Sat. 4-2, Sun. 1-12

E. Maple Rd. at Steph Hwy. @ Troy @ 689-2332

\_ Plymouth, Michigan
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GET-ACQUAINTED

GETAWAY.

Anytwo daysand a
night fortwo with free
swimming pool,
game-room and
health-club privileges T
plus $50 worth of
“getaway money” to
spend én Hilton fun.
ALL ONLY §79.95
PLUS TAX FORTWO.
Play indoor tennis or

H AVERY SPECIAL OFFER FROM

racquetball.... GRAWaY gl EGT RESORT :
1t HOTEL IN

money” pays the fees. NORTHERN MICHIGAN.

Dine and drink elegantly
orinformally. . . “getaway
money” pays the check.
Scout all the glft shops....

For reservations call, toll free
1-800-632-1750 (In Mich.)
1-800-253-1770 (Outslde Mich.)

ordirect dlal: 1.616-938.-2100

“getaway money” pays

(e bl Free lmousine gmgm”‘“‘“'“""
from alrport, Free lodging \VERSE VILLAGE,
for chlidren of all ages MICHIGAN 49610 [
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gealoPs

an‘?&?bs\"“

DOCKSIDE V1 iNA

VI INN
‘g NTIAC LAKE * Highland Rd. (M-59)..
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= @Garden

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

* Luncheons ¢ Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

\469 S. Woodward, Birmingham a@
% 644-2913 (e

DELICIOUS DINING
Is ALIVE AND WELLINGTON.
ONLY S175° FORTWO,

T ]
Friday and Saturday nights are special at The
Rafters. On those nights, in addition to our full
menu of delectable fare, you can savor cur Beef
Wellington special. Including a house salad,
vegetable du jour and a special dessert. And
while you're dining, you can drink in the
panoramic view—and live entertainment,
besides. Its all just $17.50 plus tax, per couple.
Where else could you enjoy a
meal so much, yet pay so little?
The Rafters, atop Stouffers®
Northland Inn, 21000 North-
western Highway. Reservations
suggested, :
569-4700.
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