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Strut!’ charmlngly brings back Swing Era

By JIM WINDELL

Isn't inflation something? A gallon of
gas for $1.30. An all-night strut in an
hour and 15 minutes.

und since 1975, “The All Night
Struf!” is a musical revue that returned
to the Detroit area last week for a
three-week engagement at the Bir-
mingham Theatre. A musical celebra-
tion of the popular songs of the 30s and
40s, “The All Night Strut!” is a slick
and charming night of nostalgia.

Fran Charnas’ revue of some of the
songs we loved best in the decades of
the Swing Era gives a distinct feeling
of deja vu. When it came around the
first time, everyone was hungry for
some of the great, “Why don't they
write songs like this any more?” songs.

That hunger has been abated by a
spate of great musicals. “Bubbling
Brown Sugar,” “Eubie” and “Ain’t Mis-
behavin™ cover some of the same
songs from generally the same era.

LIKE MOST OF the other musical
revues that have come our way, “The

All Night Strut!” has little more than
nostalgia as a unifying thread, There is
no attempt at a book. At times, the
thread seems a bit threadbare.

Four singers, two male, two female,
often sounding much like the Manhat-
tan Transfer, give full treatment to 22
songs ranging from Glenn Miller's 1941
“Chattanooga Choo Choo” to Johnny
Mercer's “Drezm » The almusphere is

review

sound of the quartet. Otherwise, it is
sweet and low. No brown sugar.
MUSICAL HIGHLIGHTS are ‘aug-
mented by the choreography of Fran
Charnas. “Fascinating Rhythm™ has a

one of
Something like hngmy refined “white
sugar.

There issweetness and it tastes good.
But, every once in a while during the
nearly two hours, some of the soul of
say a “Bubbling Brown Sugar” would
be welcome.

There is 2 glimmer of soul at times.
Andrea Danford’s lead vocal.on Bessie
Smith’s blues novelty number “Gimme
a Pigfoot and a Bottle of Beer” has
some possibilities and she seems like
she wants to cut loose a little more.

There are a few measures of gospel
by the four during a World War II med-
ley, and William Spivey’s “Operator”
gets a welcome infusion of the gospel

Auditions announced
for opera theater posts

Auditions for the 1980 fall season
have been announced by Dr. David Di-
Chiera Michigan Opera Theatre (MOT)
general director.

Positions have open for the compa-
ny’s orchestra, auxiliary chorus and
Aritist-Interns program.

In-person auditions for the orchestra
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OF SELLING YOUR JEWELRY?

34 yeurs experience in the purchase of
diamonds, fine jewelry and estates

IMMEDIATE CASHI

will be held 1-6 p.m. Wednesday and
‘Thursday at the Music Hall Center in
Detroit. There are 38 openings, includ-
ing the concertmaster chair.

Applicants should be prepared to
sight read from MOT"s 1980 repertoire
and to perform a solo piece. Only mem-
bers- of the American Federation of
Musicians will be considered.
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AMPLE, FREE PARKING

Three elegant waves.
One extraordinary value.

Save ¢15

$40 Vital Difference wave, now only$2s
$45 Continuum perm, sale priced at $30
$50 Exo Perm on sale now for only $35
Have one. Your hair deserves the best. .

Haircuts 142 price with these specials tinted,
bleached, or long bair, slightly higher.

...now in our
§ beauty salon.

Sale ends Sat., April 5.
Livoni Souhfield  Pootitc Mt Clemens
427. 1600 3581200 6824340 7912000

Al
Abor Flint  Ster. Hets.
$71.2750 7674400 2543300

Warren
7517500

ORDER CUSTOM-TAILORED
DRAPERIES NOW ... AND

Save 20%

ON
SELECTED FABRICS!

Add softness, texture
and beauty to your
windows with custom-
{ailored draperiés! Now.
during this sale, you can
save 20% on a very
special selection of fine
fabrics, in a wide variety
of textures, patterns, and
colors! (Labor not
inciuded.) One of our
skilled home planners
will be glad to help you

- coordinate colors and
fabrics.

OPEN MON. THURS. FRI. TIL 9
TUES. \WED. SAT. TIL 5:30
SUNDAY 1210 4

VISA & WASTER CHARGE
CONYENIENT TERMS

Member fntesor
Design Socety
th arthsid,
Michigan's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer
LIVONIA » 15700 Middlebelt Road * PHONE 4228770
UTICA » 50170 Van Dyke  PHONE 7396100 .
SOUTHFIELD + 15600 W. 12 Mile Road  PHONE 557-1800 - Sale ends 420
O ot .

tap dance segment, and other dance
steps and movements proved popular
with Thursday night’s audience,

The quartet is delightful with a slow,
humorous version of the Ink Spots ear-
1y 40s number “Java Jive.” But, while
‘Tony Rich displays a fine voice during
Waller’s “Ain't Misbehavin',"” the ver-
sion is plodding and sanitized.

In addition-to Danford and Rich, the
four excellent singers include Detroiter
David Montague and Karen Murphy. A
five-piece band backs them on stage.
As accomplished as the vocalists, band
members are not given solo space; an
occasional instrumental outburst would
help to remove some of the gleam and
polish.

“The All Night Strut”” runs nightly
through April 12 at the Birmingham
Theatre, and it may be just the sophis-
ticated sweetness that a lot of people
are looking for.

Fastidious nostalgia that's easy to
take. Unless you've been overindulging
on this sort of thing lately.

“The All Night Strut!” cast features (from left) Andrea Danford, David Montague, Tony Rich and
‘Karen Murphy.

case, Central Air units

626-9100. $179,900.

SUBSTANTIAL 4 bedroom, 4 bath Co-
lonial with library and fireplaced fami-
ly room. Plus circle drive anti stair-

comfort amenities. In top area.

MAJESTY on hillside in prestigious
North Potomac Green. Ultra-spacious
with 5.large bedrooms plus library

BROOKWOOD—Rochester’s vacation
community built around a PGA rated
golf course. Rustic 2170 sq. ft. Ranch

and all the is less than one year old, has wood and fireplaced family room. Central
windows and many extras. 651-8850. Air. Nicely groomed. 626-9100.
$144,500. $133,500.

fireplaced family room

$117,500.

HEAVILY WOODED YARD opens to

kitchen with double pantry. Take im-
mediate possession of completely re-
decorated COIomaI in Troy. 647-5100.

FOUR LEVELS of custom quality in
new Rochester Quad-level; 4 bed-
rooms, 2'2 baths, 20'x20’ fireplaced
family room, wet bar, main floor laun-
dry plus 10 year warranty. 651-8850. y
$106,900. L

PARK-] LIKE semng in Farmington
Hills with nicely decorated Ranch, In-
cludes 3 bedrooms, 1% baths, base-
ment rec room with wet bar and com-
fortable family room. Like-new.
626-9100. $87,900.

and super

room Colonial just

BLOOMFIELD HILLS. Like-new 4 bed-

throughout. Fireplace in family room.
On good sized lot with sprinkiers, pri-
vate yard. 646-6000. $103,900.

ROUGH SAWN Cedar Contemporary
has cathedral ceilings, charming loft
(23'x18') or library plus 3 bedrooms,
Central Air, huge wood deck with grill.
851-8100. $111,900.

COLONIAL BEAUTY in Lalhrllp Vil-
lage teatures 10 lovely rooms, large.
fireplaced family room, Central Air,
self-cleaning oven—only 10 years old.
557-6700. $105,000.

recarpeted

fireplaced family room in

nature area.

NEW 3 bedroom, 2% bath Ranch with

. prize Pine Hill. Premuum lot backs to

A LITTLE BIT OF COUNTRY in the
City of Southtield. Super 3 bedroom
Ranch offers huge kitchen, barn and

FOUR BIG BEDROOMS, 2 baths and
family room with energy efficient fire-
place highlight tastefully decorated

Rochester’s

651-8850. $109,500.

Colonial in great family

‘ corral plus in-ground pool and
sub, 626-9100. $109,300.

TREES. 557-6700. $98,400.

SHARP Southfield brick Ranch close
to shopping, within walking distance
of school. Includes 3 bedrooms, coun-
ry kitchen, fireplaced family room
and morel 557-6700. $72,500.

O .
TRANOUILITY on qunet dead-end
street in Farmington. Sharp 3 bed-
room Ranch with family. room, up-
dated" kitchen and appliances, new
furnace and roof. 626-9100. $59,900.

SIMPLE . ASSUMPTION enhances

Cape Cod in Lathrup: Village. Offers
" natural woodwork; charming Dutch

kitchen with breakfast nook, big

ing room, fireplace. 557-6700. $79,900.

689-8900"



