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Future
planning

That's what these students are
doing by learning skills for future
employment. At left is Melina
Szezesniak who works at the salad
bar as a trainee at the Steak and
Ale in Farmington Hills. Right is
Beverly Shay who works in the
laundry at the Farmington Nursing
Home. (Staff photos by Randy

Borst)

Thanks, business, for helping kids

By MARY GNIEWEK

It's a cooperative work-school pro-
gram unlike others in that it caters to
high school students who are learning
disabled or have physical or mental
handicaps.

In the ten years since the program’s
inception in the Farmington Public

" Schools, dozens of trainable students

have found permanent employment in
local nursing homes, hotels, restau-
rants and industrial shops after gradu-
ation. .
Pleased with the program's continu-

"ing success, school administrators want

to honor employers who have provided
students with training or jobs this year
with an all-out big bash spring banquet.

“They've been marvelous,” said Rose
Galvin, vocational coordinator in the
Farmington schools. “Employers have
been open and receptive in taking
handicapped students.”

A girl with scoliosis, an abnormal
curvature of the spine, was trained asa
housekeeper in a local hotel. A deaf

student found employment in a library..

A slightly retarded youth works as a
Janitor.

“There has been so much positive
feedback,” Mrs. Galvin said. “This
community is fantastic.”

Mrs. Galvin and Basil Myers, also a
vocational coordinator, regularly visit
handicapped students in the district’s

gh schools, Boys Republic
schoo! and residence, and the Farming-
ton Training Center in thelr attempt to
help the youths find jobs before gradua-
tion.

“SOMETIMES thelr only hope of
maintaining employment is through

us,” Mrs. Galvin said. “We make sure
they have a skill. We'll search out a job
they can do.”

Funding needed for job trials is pro-
vided by the state Department of Voca-
tional Rehabilitation.

“It's really stepped up in the past
few years from a handful to more than
100 students involved ranging from
trainable to educable,” Mrs. Galvin
said "

Currently 28 students are employed.
Of 33 recent graduates, 19 are em-
ployed, five are in training at state in-
stitutes, one is in college, another in
military service, one serviced by an
outside agency and six are unem-
ployed.

A follow-up study of the previous
year with 24 students shows 14 are em-
ployed, four are in college, six are
being trained in special programs and
one is in a sheltered employment work-
shop.

Many of the 176~students in this
year’s program were certified as need-
ing special services back in elementary
or junior high school.

“We try to identify skills by 16 years
of age,” Mrs. Galvin said. “By the time
they’re seniors, hopefully all the stu-
dents will have an employable skill un-
less they're college bound.”

‘GRAHAM LEWIS, special education
coordinator for Farmington schools,
has watched the program expand from
a part-time placement of students in
the community to a full blown job re-
ferral service.

“Many of the students aren't severe-
ly handicapped,” Lewis said. “Many
are disabled but do well in school. They
need’ work experiences so the;

make the transition to the job world."
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Deborah Cramer, a Harrison High School student, has found she
enjoys working in the Farmington Library as part of the training
program wherein i

in the

LIKE SWALLOWS flying back to
Caplistrano, spring wings its own way back to
Michigan. Angles would like to greet the official
opening of spring with its own IA salute to the one
season Michigan almost skips every year. By late
May, when the humidity sneaks up on us, we’ll be
wondering, “what happened to spring this year?”
IA, through variou has di what
happens to spring between opening day and May. It
went thataway ¢ . Nevertheless, Angles salutes
Michigan's halfhearted attempt at h season
between winter and summer; a bouquet of early
blooming exclamation marks: Wit (too bad
they’re not in color.)

ANOTHER BIG Angles salute goes out to
studénts at Larkshire Elementary School who
showed the world their musical talent on March 12
ata concert in Farmington High School. The
elementary school’s band had a chance to play en
the stage the big kids use instead of presenting
their concert in their own school’s gym:. (Nice, but it
lacks a certain show biz touch.) The acoustics were
much better in the gym, reports one proud mom. So

', here’s a salute to all the parents, teachers,

"
2

‘musicians and the music teacher connected with

; the fifth and sixth graders at Larkshire: (ah onenda

two andah ..) & % %k & & k& Kk ok Kk ok ok k ok
* % k% ok k / .

THE SAME proud mom, (obviously an
Angles fan) reports that the Shriners treated a
group of Head Start and special education students
from Fairview Elementary School to the Shrine
Circus. The students munched on hot dogs while
enjoying the show and qulkned av;:ly with balloons,
courtesy of the Shriners. es saluteq the
Shriners and the students: (?gW (And an

(
* extra salute to the mother who called JA to spread

the word and become a Compleat Angler. Here's -
the first IA Compleat Angler salute: G@QRR@GE)

YOU MAY be eligible for financial assistance
with your winter fuel bills. The Energy
Assistance Program will provide $280 for eligible
persons patural gas to heat their homes and
$320 to ellgible persons using fuel ofl or other
heating sources. To be eligible, the total household
income can't exceed the following amounts: For a
non-farm family of one: $4,250; two: $5625; three:
$7,000; four: $8,375. For farm families of one:
$3,638; two, $4,800; three: $5,963: four: $7,125. If

FARMINGTON HILLS Parksand

[ Récreation conduct a boating safety clinic from 7

to 10 p.m,, Ap#il 8 and lﬁP the Shlawuseel;
0
)

Recreation Center, 30415 Shiawassee, east of
Orchard Lake Road. (t's the former Shiawassee
Elementary School.)

All persons 12 to 16 years old who want to
operate a motorboat powered by six or more
horsepower without adult supervision should attend
this clinie. The Michigan Boating Safety Certificate
will be awarded to persons in this age group upon
successful completion of the course, You must
attend both classes to receive the certificate. For
further information call the Park and Rec
department at 474-6115. This course requires pre-
registration.

THE AMERICAN Cancer Society and the
A&P at 41800 West Ten Mile in Novi will sponsor a
donation day at the store on April 186. Five percent
of the total purchase of person with Donation Day
cards will be donated to the cancer society. For
further information call Carol Ann'Donnelly at 349-
2325,

LESS THAN 20 years ago there appeared a
string of popular songs about teenage loves that
ended in auto crashes. Among them was a song
called "Telt Laura I Love Her,” which was the plea
of a young swain whose girlfriend dies ina car
crash with his class ring on her finger. IA doesn’t
make it a practice to actually walk around
humming these tunes but was reminded of the
genre the other day when it noticed a Farmington
Hills police detective singing while sorting through
a pile of police reports. The song? “Tell Laura I
Love Her."

AN OAKLAND Community College Orchard
Ridge camfus advertising illustration student,
Donna Lynn Bernett won first prize in the state in
the National Home Fashion League contest. Ms.
Bernett designed linoleum floor covering to
resemble a forest floor of matted leaves in tones of
gold, ollve green, orange, beige, brown and ghay.
She also organized the pattern so it could be
repeated in 16" squares on continuous linoleum
floor covering with no discernible beginning or end.
She prepared a cross section indicating different
layers of material such as backing, printing
surface, acrylic protective coat, ete. She recelved a
plague and a $100 check for her designas wellas a
decorator clock. The entry was sent to Indlanapolis

GIVE Angles a call at 477-5450. A little piece
of information can make Angles’ day. Angles prides
itself on being constructive. Most geometric figures

. Just xigzag through life.

with the

scheol district in providing training for handicapped children. (Staff
photo)
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Save 10% fo 50% on every
diamond and precious stone
L_ inour dazzling collection

Who could resist glistening, fiery diamonds or the cool elegance of rubles, emeralds or
sapphires at 10% to 5O% off? And now, during Hudson's semi-annual diamond andprecious
stone sale, nearly averyone will find them inesistibie. You'l savg on rings, earrings, pendants,
bracelets, wedding bands, engagement sets, diamond watches, men’s ings and more

from our muiti-milion dollar collection. But hurry, you only have until Saturday,

Apiil 5to

save.inFine Jewelry. Remember, all diamonds are taken as trade-ins toward your purchase.

so\)e 50%

you believe you qualify, get in touch with Anita or to be in competition with 49 other entries on the
Maggie .!'.l I:l; g::e;-ﬂa sﬁét—k‘g‘zg ﬁl:zﬁf “ﬁmﬂl‘:‘zﬁ"& The "surg’l‘d‘!l;{‘“ 15.$2,000. Ms., .o a fabulous collection of jewels. Quantities are limited and at thess prices they won't
" 5520 and ask for Jim Pgpleeono. ’ lostlong. Choose from earings, rings. pendants, Art Carved wedding bands, and more.”

Reg. $100 10 1000, sale $50 to $500. inFine Jewslry. Selection wil vary by store.




