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In an effort to avoid a financial

space and special effects “right into
the ground” during ‘the early 1980s,
predicts Frank Beaver, professar of
communication at-the University of
Michigan.

“Hollywood is going to drive a good
thing right into the ground by continu-
ing to make films about space,” says
Beaver. “It may, in fact, already have
begun to do so.”

Space movies are one of the best me-
diums for special effects, which Beaver
says film makers are using for their
own sensation alistic appeal — much
as cinemascope, cinerama, three-di-
mension and sensurround were capital-
ized on during the 1950s and later —
rather than to enhance the story. .

But special effects have not, confined
themselves to the galans Beaver
poitits out.

The movie 1941 could have bcen
“an interesting little comedy,” he says,
if the producers — who spent $24 mil-
lion on the film — had not been so side-
tracked with special effects. “that’s all
it was — a special effects extravagan-
ar

THE INDUSTRY, he explains,
seems destined to repeat itself, as it did
during the 19305 ‘when films about
18th-century heroes were in vogue.
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The market became so saturated
with that genre of film, he recalls, that
one movie exhibitor finally pro-
claimed, “Don't send me any more
movies where the hero writes with a
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crash, film makers likely will run outer -

film

feather.” Now, Beaver imagines a mo-
viehouse manager making a ‘parallel
statement of “Don’t send me any more
movies where the hero flies through
space.” .

With or without benefit of spaceship,
sequels and comic book-like films, such
as “Superman,” also will flood the the-
aters, Beaver thinks.

“We're going to see the continuation
of highly escapist films, the comic book
approach to film. Producers are mak-
ing a number off films based on comic

‘books, films that look like comic books,

as well as take their inspiration from
them.

In general, Beaver concludes, mo-
viegoers themselves can divine what
films will be made during the 1980s by

simply locking to the past. The films .

currently on the market can be traced
back to about five strains of movies
made during the 1970s. Beaver adds
that more films will be made from
readily available sources, such as nov-
els about popular characters and al-
ready existing subjects.

Making films dependent on the no-
velty of special effects or the familiari-
ty of topics that have already proved
their mass appeal reflects a strong
bent toward conservatism among film
makers, according to Beaver.

DURING THE 1970s, a practice
called “blind booking” evolved wherein
exhibitors compete to obtain a movie
without ever having screened it, he
notes.

Also, a profit system was established
that provided movie houses with an in-
creasing percentage of a movie's pro-

ceeds from week to week so that exhib- |

itors.were forced to kéep movies for
longer periods of time than previously.

As a repercussion of these extended
runs, Beaver points out, movie houses
have begun to show more than one film
at a time, in hopes that the more suc-
cessful movies will take up the finan-
cial slack caused by the less popular
films.

Another aspect of commercial pres-
sure on film is that the cost of publicity
for films has skyrocketed, Beaver says.
That phenomenon also will probably

‘Special effects’ dive in *80s

affect the availability of foreign films,
which are even more difficult to pro-
mote than domestic products.
“Distributors just aren't " picking
them up,” Beaver says, noting that the
foreign films “Black and White” and
“Madame Rosa,” both Oscar winners,
have not yet been shown in a commer-
cial theater in Ann Arbor. :

‘The only refuge for artistic experi-
mentation in the near-future, Beaver
speculates, is in films that are the
property of stars who are sufficiently
wealthy and estabhshed to mdn]ge in

“personal expression.”

Otherwise, Beaver concludes, “until
blind booking disappears and. profit-
making on a graduated scale is recon-
sidered, we will continue to see more
films that look as if they've been put
together by a committee.”

Vocal group chapter moves

The Farmington Hills Chapter of
Sweet Adelines recently moved its re-
hearsal location to the Trinity Episco-

pal Church on Lamuera bétween
dedlebelt and Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington.

‘The chapter is busy preparing for the
regional competition in London, Ont.,
the first weekend of May.

New developments have made it pos-
sible for young women 16 years or old-
er to join the Farmington Hills chapter.
A membership party will be held in

'

May. For details, call membership per-
son Barbara Jeraloman at 425-5475.

O’Mara appearing

Michael 0'Mara, vocalist and guitar-
ist, will entertain for two weeks begin-
ning April 15 at Win Schuler's Restau-
rant lounge, The Ha'Penny, in West
Bloomfield. 0'Mara, who is also a com-
poser, presents an array of folk-rock
music by today’s top songwriters.
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CLASSIC plllared Colonial in Soull\-
field offers 3,000 sq .ft. of luxurious liv-_
ing space. Custom throughout with
marble foyer, library and family room
with walk-in bar, plus 4 bedrooms.

567-6700. $134,900.

$147,500.

FARMINGTON HILLS boasts this su-
perb Quad-level with formal dining
and living rooms, kitchen with break-
fast area, den and family room plus 4
large bedrooms and 3 baths. 557-6700.
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ULTRA-SHARP brick Ranch, done in
earth tones, offers fireplaced family
room, Central Air and 177" deep lot
close 1o school and parks in North

PRIVATE HETHEAT on 1'% acres over-
looking large pond. 4 bedroom, 2 full -
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basement, 2% car garage. Farming-
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SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY in l.athlup
Village. Lovely 3 bedroom home fea-
tures fireplaced living room and rec
room, bay-winddwed dining room
;;;rlooking beautiful yard. 557-6700.
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