Bien venue

Detroit’s reputation gs a conven-
tion city depends on the suburbs.

That message came to southeast
Michigan political leaders from
Carol Gies, executive director of the

Conventioneers wanted

and buttons proclaiming “Detroit
Loves a Good Party.”

m'nosr Committee is arrang-
ing special events in Hart Plaza on
the Detroit and training

p Civie Host C
for the 1980 Republican National
Convention July.14-17.

“"Conventions are a $135 million a
year business. We can increase that
to $200 million a year in three years

. if wedo it right,” said Mrs. Gies. She
spoke last week to the General As-
sembly of the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments, with some
140 member units.

SOME 7,000 news media persons
- representing 1,200 television sta-
tions and 2,000 newspapers — will
descend on the region.

Only one-fifth will be in down-
town hotels, and only half will even
be in Wayne County, she-said. Oak-
land, Macomb and Washtenaw coun-
ties will house the rest.

While the entire region will make
“Detroit's” reputation, Mrs. Gies
said the Civic Host Committee will
be unable to spend anything on deco-
rating the suburbs and providing
welcomes at local hotels,

“We're on a decorations kick,” she
sald. “The Host Committee is rais-
ing $500,000 to decorate the down-
town. We can direct you to our pro-
vider of decorations.”

The Host Committee will sell sub-
urban groups souvenirs, programs

hotel, bus and taxicab personnel in
how to make a good impression.

Mrs. Gies asked suburban com-
munities to form their own hest
committees, place bands near hotels
‘when delegates arrive and generally
use “one-to-one chemistry, a
handshake and a how-are-you" when
greeting visitors.

Detroit's is only the second civie
host committee for a GOP national
convention, she said, although the
party is experienced in knowing ex-
actly what delegates want and need.

“Kansas City (1978} was first, and
they made ‘a heckuva. lot of mis-
takeés,” she said. “But Kansas City
went from 23rd to seventh national-
ly as a convention center.” n

For the region, the Republican
National Convention will be $20 mil-
lion operation, Mrs. Gies said.

In Kansas City, she added, dele-
gates, staff persons and news media
workers spent $7.5 million on food,
$1 million on banquets and catering,
$1 million on transportation, and
$1.5 million for temporary help.

The TV networks alone spent
$13.3 million in 1976, sending in peo-
ple weeks in advance, she said. The
hotel occupancy rate hit 99.3 per-
cent, and restaurant business
jumped 141 percent. -

New Center seeks wits for slogan contest

‘The New Center Area Council, in ¢o-
operation with Washington Clothiers, is
sponsoring a contest to develop a clev-
er, upbeat slogan for a bumper sticker
promoting Midtown Detroit's New Cen-
ter Area,

Three exciting prizes will be award-
ed. The grand prize, donated by Moor-
man's Travel Agency, is a trip for two
to Toronto, including round trip train
fare from Windsor and lodging for two

nights at Toronto's Sheraton Centre Ho-
tel {or similar accommodations).

Second prize is an evening on the
town for four — dinner at the Norman-
die Restaurant, followed by seats for
the "comedy “Cheaters” with Peggy
Cass at the Fisher Theatre.

Third prize will be a $100 savings
bond offered by Michigan National
Bank.

Superwalk
’80 coming

Superwalk '80, the largest fund-ra-
iser for the March of Dimes, will be
Sunday, April 20 at Belle Isle, Stony
Creek and the Pontiac Silverdome.

To register, call 863-3000.

Antique
Clocks

wff American Red Cross
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No matter what your
advertising message.
more people in this area
will read it in Classified.
Use our columns to
make your news
public—they have
tremendous readership!
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Slogans must be brief ebough to fit
on a bumper sticker, 4-by-4 and still be
readable at a distance. It is not neces-
sary to submit art work with slogans,
Entries will be judged on the basis of
creativity and ability to deliver a
concise, positive message about the
New Center Area.

Entries should be mailed to the New
Center Area Council, 6519 Second Ave-

nue, Detroit, Michigan 48202 and must
be postmarked no later than May 7.
Contest entries need not be accompa-
nied by an official entry blank.

Bumper stickers featuring the win-

* ning slogan will make their debut and

be distributed free at the New Center
Summertime Street Festival in early
June, )

For further information, contact the
New Center Area Council, 872-0188.
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SEMCOG to.review
handicapped rules

How fast is southeast Michigan mov-
ing to make its buses and commuter
trains accessible to the handicapped?

The Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments will hold two public hear-
Ings in the coming weeks to get com-
ments on the “transition plan” it must
file with the federal government by
July 1

bility, as it relates to the paratransit
system, is achieved when essentially
the same service is provided to handi-
capped persons as is provided to oth-
ers.

“Commuter rail systems must be
made accessible. All key stations must
be made accessible within three years
with an extension to 30 years if station

The plan sets ti for making
dial-4ride buses, large buses, commut-
er trains and rapid transit facilities ac-
cessible to persons in wheelchairs.

Public hearings are scheduled at 7:30

- pam.on: .

« Thursday, April 10 in the 13th floor
commissioners auditorium, City-Coun-
ty Building, 2 Detroit.

involves Y
costs,” said Glusac.

THE RULES were made under the
federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

‘That law prohibits discrimination on
the basis of handicap in any program
receiving federal assistance. Public

+ Monday, April 14-in the Oakland
County _commissioners auditorium,
1200 N. Telegraph, Pontiac.

SEMCOG EXECUTIVE Director Mi-
chael M. Glusac said federal rules re-
quire that “public transit buses for
which funding requests are issued after
July 2, 1979 must be wheelchair acces-
sible.

route bus system must be accessible by
July 1, 1982. Fixed route ibili

“The rule requires that Lhe)ﬁxed .

receives about 80 per-
cent federal assistance for capital out-
lay and 50 percent for operating defi-
cits.

“SEMCOG, as the metropolitan plan-
ning organization for southeast Michi-
gan, has the principal responsibility for
preparing and submitting the transition
plan,” said Glusac.

The public hearings were set by
SEMCOG’s General Assembly, com-
posed of all member governments.
Plans have been reviewed by the Re-
gional Elderly and Handicapped Ser-

is achieved when at least one-half of
the peak hour service is to

vice Dy pi C tee, the Ann
h Arbor Local Advisory Council, the
T ion  Advisory C i

handicapped persons.
“The paratransit system must aiso
be accessible by July 1, 1982. Accessi-

S

'“Bach to Rock”

HAMMELL
MUsIC

Middlebelt Rd.
between 5 & 6 Mile

N\ 427-0040 s

SEMCOG's Council an Regional Devel-
opment and SEMCOG's Executive
Committee.
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KENNETH BLACKBURN
Chief Meter Man
South Central
Region
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- Anemployee
carrying this card is
NnO stranger. .-

Easy. Ask for an Identification Card. If they do not have one, they're not from
Consumers Power. So don't let them in. Unfortunately, some people

try to get into homes by passing themselves off as our employees.

Consumers Power employees all carry Identification Cards so

they can prove their identity right on the spot for your safety.

I'm a Consumers Power chief meter man and | go into

homes every day. When someone answers the door,

R 1 tell them I'm from Consumers Power. But you know
what? When they ask me for my Identification Card,

[ ike it. Because it's exactly g
what my family would do. §

“HARD WORKING

When strangers knock
on your door saying

consumers
Power

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS BRINGING ENERGY TO YOU."

6026.811.C




