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Take stock of styles, invest in fashion

Investment dressing is a phrase frequently ban-
died about as clothing prices startle and fashion
continues to change.

True investment dressing, of course, means in-
vesting in clothing that will appreciate in value
which means the term is, somewhat inaccurate,
However, it is possible to get good value for your
clothing dollar, something that will continue in
style for many seasons,

What designers mean by investment dressing is
that you buy something interesting, simple and ele-
gant enough that you'll like it for years.

Lisandro Sarasola, whose designs are exclusive
locally to Claire Pearone, designs pieces of clothing
that become investments through sheer versatility.

“What I really love about fashion today is that
you can have an investment collection and mix and
combine everything,” said the tall, handsome de-
signer from Argentina.

The Sarasola investment wardrobe begins with
silk pieces which may be a slender sheath dress or
a soft skirt with shell or camisole top and a soft
slender pant. The silk pieces come in basic colors of
black or gray as well as spring bright pastels.

SARASOLA THEN LEAVES the basics and goes
on to create myriad wonderful, inspired jackets,
vests, belts and jewelry. A deep gray macrame vest
and fantasy belt top his pale gray kabuki dress for
afternoon and dinner dressing.

Or the gray dress is topped with a lalique belt
and a cotton channel quilted jacket. French suede
vests with colorful, hand-painted sashes add anoth-
er dimension to the complete wardrobe pieces.

The quality of Sarasola’s ip, alone,
‘makes his pieces collector item investments but his
designs go beyond that, creating an exciting mod-
ern look. The imagination soars with the updating
possibilities of his summer quilted jackets and
great-looking belts and jewelry.

THE IMAGINATION also sees a lot of the Mary
McFadden design concepts in the highly styled
pieces. “I am inspired by Mary McFadden who is
the greatest American designer,” said Sarasola, ap-
preciating the observation.

‘This designer, however, keeps his retail prices
hovering around the affordable. His silk dresses are
$225 and belts range around $30. His quilted jack-
ets are $285 to $305.

“We keep our prices down,” said Sarasola. “T pre-
fer to sell to a larger group of women and not con-
fine my designs to the very few who can afford
what many of the designers charge.”

Lisandro Safasola hails from Argentina where
his family raised cattle on'a country ranch. “My
family did not like the idea of my pursuing the
arts,” he said, “But, now they are happy because I
am so successful.”

Sarasola was educated in Italy at LaGarregue
University for the Arts. He remained in Italy for a
year, working as a fabric designer and painter of
fabrics. He opened his own firm in New York, five
years ago. His concept of a complete wardrobe
with basic yet highly stylized pieces has made him
the darling of specialty shops whose customers
want to make investments in quality art-form
clothing that is reasonably priced.

SPECIAL SPRING SALE
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A gray dress by Sarasola, above, topped by a cotton channel-quilted

choices of cribs will be discounted 20% when
purchased with ony other piece of infant furni-
ture. Select from furniture of the highest quality,
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BILL WILLIAMS STUDIO
The Thirty Second Annual
PERSONALITY CHILD CONTEST

AND PORTRAIT SALE

For every child under 6 years old $995

One 8x10 Camera Color Portrait
A regular $33.50 Value

Contest Opens Feb. 29th
Closing date April 12th

1st Prize - $100
2nd Prize - %50
3rd Prize - %25

Make your
appointment

NOW

Studio Contest Hours
9:30 AM to 5:00 PM
Monday thru Friday

:'u{;‘ ) Tﬁ

Take advantage of our special discount prices
from a nice selection of proofs
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STUGIO, NCORPORATED Qur New Studia
Walled Leke - 669-2220
2159 Pontlec Trail
Closed on
Mondays.

Royal Oak - 548-7660
1107 Graoks Road

\
((

E—
visa’

GABE SHOES

KENDALLWOOD CENTER
12 Mile & Farmington Rd.
Farmington Hills, Mich. @
553-4401

|\

Call:

BARB MAZER
Fashion Consultant

Gerald’s of Franklin
presents

(7 .
BARB CAREY
Fashion Consultant

The New You ...

Spring Forcasts

We're giving it all to you In an
all New Spring Fashion
Workshop

1t woek ... _
The Spring Collectables - Investment buy-
ing, new colors, shapes & lengths,

2nd week ...
Finishing touches - spot-lites on accesso-
rles & the new halr trends.

3rd week ...
‘What's right for you - Our fitness expert will
demonstrate no-nonsense tips on fitness &
diets, Learn how to camouflage figure prob-
lems. -

Two classes each Monday

Boglnning April 14th-21-28
9:30-11:30 AM 7:00 - $:00 PM

Gerald’s of Franklin

628-7
FOR YOUR RESERVATIONS
32770 FRANKLIN RD.

jacket and belted in lalique, is a wise investment for the fashion col-
lector. A maerame vest, left, sets off this versatile kabuki dress, gath-
ered at the waist by a fantasy belt. (Staff photos by Dick Kelley)

Manufacturing Makes the Big Difference

1 Mr. Gervais buying Swakara Broadtails at the
source, Hudson's Bay Co., London, Engl.

Natural Chocolate Brown

SwakaraCoats. . .. ... ...

Feathered Raccoon ...

{fully let out)
Norwegian Blue Fox Coats (iull iength) ...
Canadian Red Fox (full length)
Canadian Lynx (it length)
Canadian Lynx (jackets)

Canadian Mink Coats (huge selection in
various mutation shades full-length, fully let out) ...from 2995

Fitch Coa‘mge selection) .....
Natural Canadian Raccoon Jackets
Canadian Mink Jackets
Canadian Silver Fox Jackets ....
-Canadian Silver Fox (full length & feathered)
Full Length Sable .....
Canadian Coyote (ful iength) .
.Canadian Badger (full tength) .
Muskrat (full length),
Muskrat Pant Coats ...
Nutria Coats (il lengin)
Coyote Jackets
Stone Marten Coat (full tength, fully let out..............
One of Canada’s largest collection in Mink Coats.
Sizes 8 - 22

Dealers of Canada Majestic Mink

DUTY & SALES TAX REFUNDED.
CURE CURRENT EXCHANGE RATE 18%.
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