 Baron’s collection tops them all

By ERIC PETERS

Baron Thyssen-Bor-
nemisza, whose private
collection of old masters

!is second only to the

Queen of England’s, has
sent 57 works on their
first American tour.

The show, which began
at the National Gallery of

Washington, D.C., s on

display at the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts until May
1L It will make a two-
year, nine-city circuit,
ending at the Metropoli-

* tan Museum of Art in

New York,

The_ incredibly high
quality of the exhibit is
stunning. A partial listing
of the artists represented
reads like an index for
the history of art — Titi-
an, Rubens, Rembrandt,
Duecio, Goya, Watteau,
El Greco, Fragonard,
Eyck Steen and Tintoret-

Yet these samples are
from a huge accumula-
tion of .art treasures in-
cluding 340 masterworks
housed in a museun wing
of the Baron Thyssen-
Bornemisza’s 17th Centu-
ry Tuscany Patrician vil-
1a on Lake Lugano, Swit-
zerland. That these are
all possessions of a single
man is amazing.

OBJECTS D’ART ARE
not the anly property of
the baron. His interna-
tional holdings in busi-
ness, finance, “industry
and commerce run into
many bundreds of mil-
lions of dollars.

Grandfather August
Thyssen, who began the
empire with iron and
steel works, came to be
known as the German An-
drew Carnegie. His son,
Hans Heinrich, assumed
the title first when he
married the lovely but
poor daughter of a Hun-
garian aristocrat and an
American beauty.

Forced to flee his new-
1y adopted homeland dur-
ing the Hungarian revolu-
tion, the man of property
settled in Holland, where
he began acquiring art.
His son, the present
baron, was born there in
1921, a place that contin-
ues to hold such affection
for him that he refuses to
bid against Dutch muse-
ums at public auction.

In 1933, the family was
moved to Villa Favorita,
Castagnela, Switzerland.
At his death in 1947, the
items in the collection
were divided among his
four children, but the sec-
ond baron decided that,
as a memorial to his fa-
ther, he would buy back
as many of the originals
as possible.

here) as we]l as most of
the Italian, French and
Spanish works in the
show.

The baron has also
been active in the preser-
vation of art and is
known for his generous
donations to Florence af-
ter the terrible flood.

‘Paintings are displayed
in four rooms chrenologi-
cally from early 14th to
early 19th Century, and
include German, Flem-
ish, Italian, Dutch, Span-
ish, and French master
pamlers The earliest is a
rare 1310 Duccio and the
last, an 1820 Goya.

Spanning them is an
enchanted stroll through
a tiny, rich museum all
on its own. Some of the
works are so sumptuous
that one returns to them
again and again, tearing
away only with the great-
est reluctance.

Two outstanding aids
to viewing the exhibit are
the acousti guide and the
fully illustrated cata-
logue, written by Allen
Rosenbaum.

UPON ENTERING the
gallery, the eyes are at
once arrested by Hans
Memling's “Portrait of a
Young Man,” 1490. It was
chosen for the catalogue
cover. )

The small, compact
picture sums up the cor-
poreal and spiritual atti-
tude of an age of courtly
manners. The handsome,
meticulously groomed,
worshipful young man
appears both manly and
gentle, intent yet calm,
the worldly wise in pious
supplication to a devine
spirit.

His hands come lightly
together in prayer with
barely touching finger-
tips. The beautifully de-
tailed clothing, a mani-
cured garden just beyond
a marble column indicat-
ed a very stylish, com-
fortable life of wealth
and ease.

The open, pensive face,
framed by a billowy dark
mage of hair, is lighted
by a source away from
the windnw, probably a
mssmg panel of the Vir-
gin Mary.

On the reverse of lhe
panel is one of the earli-
est known still life ren-
dering. It is a vase of flo-
wers having symbuhc re-
ligious meaning, indicat-
ing that the panel was
probably part of an altar-
piece or a matrimonial
triptyeh.

The white lilly is to sig-
nify the purity of the Vir-
gin Mary. The pruple iris
indicated her royalty as
Queen of Heaven, the
blue columbine repre-

trompe l'oell effect -of
standing stone sculpture,

The shallow black mar-
ble nitches even appear
to reflect the backs of the
figures, an optical illu-
sion of surprising real-

ism.

“Christ and the Woman
of Samaria” was one of
the panels in an altar-
piece complex of the Ca-
thedral of Sienna, Italy.
At the time of its cre-
ation, it was the largest
of such undertakings,
comprising more than 90
pictures from the studio
of Duccio Bonisegna.

Because it was the first
picture that the present
baron very much ad-
mired, it might be credit-
ed with Jaunching his own
collection. He considers it
one of the prizes of the
entire collection as well
as one of the great works
of art history.

“The most imposing,
majestic and magically
intriguing work in the ex-
hibit is Vittore Carpac-
cio's “Young Knight in a
Landscape,” 1510. It is
the earliest life-sized,
full-length portrait paint-
edinItaly.

But it is more than an
historical innovation, it is
laden with a profusion of
interesting details and
symbols that identify the
subject by name and title
as Francesco Maria della
Rovere, Duke of Urbino.

THE LATIN MOTTO:
“Die painfully rather
than be sullied,” and the
impresa of the ermine re-
fer to the order of knight-
hood of which the young
duke’s grandfather was a
founding member. The
gold and black checkered
heraldry on the knight's
shoes and scabbard that
match the livery of his
squire are the Duke of
Urbino's colors,

The oak trees refer to
the family name, Rovere,
which means oak in Ital-
ian. His birthday on the
Feast of the Annuncia-
tion, and middle name
Maria are indicated by
the iris and lilly as the
flowers of the Virgin
Mary, for whom he is
named.

Time and motion seem
to have been halted in
this surrealistic land-
scape that surrounds the
knight with a golden at-
mosphere of even light
undisturbed by natural.
elements.

There are some odd
perspectives such as the
hands being too large for
the head, the peacock
seemingly perched upon
the helmet of the’ horse-
man, and a falcon drop-
ping onto a heron in a

one of Cnrpaccnos bﬁ!
creations.

_ANOTHER FASCI-
NATING and insightful
portrait is the bewitching
beauty called “La Bella,”
by Palma Veccio, 1520,
Italian. The lush softness
of the lady's smooth and
flawless skin, the shapely
bare shoulders, set off by
an extravagance of color
in the shimmering tex-
ture of her gown, are del-
icious. .

There is such delicacy
of touch in the counter-
pointed hands, one grasp-
ing a box of jewelry, the
other clasping a trailing
of hair. The face is ifi-
scrutable, the lips sensu-
ous and moist, the dark
eyes penetrating yet mys-
terious. This beautiful

Venitian courtesan keeps

her secrets, there is no
doubt.

Smokey skin tones
seem to glow from within
the body of the Christ
child in “Madonna with
the Bunch of Grapes,” by
Lucas Cranach the Elder.
The finely detailed land-
scape with fir tree and
hilltop castle is carried
on from the artist’s early
association with the
Danube School of land-
scape in Germany.

A sad, resigned air of
contemplation shows on
the faces of mother and
child as if they gently
ponder their accepted
fates.

GIOVANNI BELLINI
learned the use of oils (in-
stead of the common
tempera) from Antonello
de Messina and, with the
new medium, became one
of the greatest of Ven-
ice’s many great paint-
ers. The fabulous richness
of color in “Nunc Dim-
ittis,” an unusual Biblical
subject, seems to have a
life of its own, like the
sleek and glowing colors
of bright enamel.

(My only disappoint-
ment in the excellent cat-
alogue is that this partic-
ularly radiant picture
wasn't reproduced in col-
or.)

The “Cardp of

artist is best known, show
how radically the artist’s
technique had changed.

TWO VERY DIFFER-
ENT kinds of faces are
by Titan and Rembrandt.
The former is a portrait
of the Doge Francesco
Venier, a frail old man of
position, ugly but digni-
fied. !

. The latter is a “Man
Before an Archway,”
which has all the candid
immediacy of a busy man
stopped in the street, giv-
ing his somewhat grudg?
ing attention to yet anoth-
er matter of business.

Precious for their vivid
images or significant for
their subjects are a num-
ber of memorable paint-

ings.
The grinning self-por-
trait of Jan Steen
strumming a lute is fa-
mous. Jacob van Ruisda-
el's frozen winter land-
scape with a glowering
sky, a fallen skater and a
frosted tree is-an import-
ant item as one of the
early northern European
winterscapes.

A - distinguished 16th
Century Flemish painting
by Heemskerck has the
look of a 20th Century
work with special
highlight in the beautiful
and elaborate spinning
wheel.

“Interior of the Councit
Chamber in Amsterdam™
by Pieter de Hooch is the
only record of the, origi-
nal interior of the 17th
Century Town Hall.

Remarkable for its
evocative realism is the
still life by Kalf with a
jar of wine, a Nautilus
Cup, Chinese porcelain,
and a juicy lemon with
dangling peel. Other de-
tailed subjects — a meat
pie, a smashed glass, a
bunch of flowers bursting
with fresh color and
teeming with insects —
all invite engrossed study
and endless remarks of
delight.

THE FINAL GAL-
LERY is dominated by a
sharp contrast of subject
and the notable absence
of brilliant color.
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Lucas van Leyden is an
interesting study as well
as a precurser-to many
gambling subjects popu-
lar in the next century.
There is speculation that
this game may be an his-
torial conceit — a power
game on the field of
France (a cloth of fleur-
de-lis) between Charles V
and England’s Cardinal
Woolsey or perhaps the
Bishop of Liege.

Titian’s “Toilette of
Venus" was the direct
subject for Ruben’s treat-
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