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Cities must bridge cultural, racial gaps

Youth leaders and teachers in the '50s spoke opti-
mistically with comments such as: “When this gen-
eration of youth is running America, we won't be
dominated by the bigotry of today.” Hopefully they
added: “We never had a chance to mix races, but
these kids will be at ease in bnngmg differing peo-
ple together.”

‘Then came the trauma of the *60s and the separa-
tism of the '70s. Dxalngne between racial, cultural
and class groups is minimal. The young people I
know are less equipped for the realities of business
and civic life than any since World War I1. Their

experience in school and play is limited to others
very mnch llke themselves.
truggles with
hcnty and internal tension over knotty financial and
political facts of life. Politics has been called the
art of the possible, But deeper issues are real, too..

BENEATH WHAT CAN be accomplished at any
time is a bedrock of what is right. The strength of a
society depends on how close construction comes to
resting on bedrock. We have been warned of the
danger of building on shifting sand.

In our mobile society, the vast majority of chil-
dren have little regular contact with

pub-

Imoral
\perspectives

“‘Rev. Charles
.Erickson

My adult involvemnent in bridging cultural, class,
and racial gaps has been wholesome because of
childhood ion. Small towns in mid-Ameri-
ca create an amazing daily mix of heritages. School
and play shaped me to be at ease with vast human
differences. I am thankful for my childhood and
amazed that urbanism, which seems to mean wider
variety, actually created distance between groups
of differing financial and cultural styles.

Birmingham owes children erdinary daily broad-
ening contacts. As adults they will work and negoti-
ate in cities and counmes requiring ability to be
of all kinds. They

of newborn cousins. Housing patterns put us in
neighborhoods of families of similar age and inter-
est. It is morally necessary for us to take self-con-
scious steps to experience the full range of human
relationships.

need new, cammun everyday experiences so they
are at ease with themselves and “stmngers” in
many cultures. They should grow up assuming dif-
ferences are normal and deep inner similarities are
plentiful.

THE IS equality. Dignity develops as
we are together enough to know how much we are
all alike underneath. Self confidence grows in feel-
ing good about myself without the crutch of feeling
someone is inferior. It is morally wrong to cripple
the growing young with the disease of prmnnmal-
ism.

Tdon't pretend to solve financial problems in real
estate or political problems in swaying public opin-
fon. I cannot change bad publicity about Birming-
ham. But I do see the responsibility required for
freedom. We must liberate children from ignorance
and fear so they do not sink in prejudice and pro-
vincialism.

The real question is theological. What is the na-
ture of people God created? The Judeo-Christian
answer is that God created us as one: We are all
equal in dignity and rights. We are identical in re-
sponsibility in the pursuit of freedom.

Does God's will indicate the preferred shape of
society? The answer is that we all come from one
divine parent who intends all people to be one fami-
ly. We cheat ourselves out of some of our birthright
when we dwell in tribes suspicious of and in conflict
with each other.

Our challenge is to build the economic and politi-
cal structure of life squarely on moral bedrock. At
the bottom we are equal in dignity, rights, responsi-
bility dnd freedom. We and our children should
have daily experiences of differing kinds of pecple
gelting along well together.

Mormons
plan days
.of study

The Church of Jesus
Christ of the Latter-Day
Saints will sponsor its an-
nual Education Days 1-9
p.m. April 18 and 19.

The event will be held
at Westland Stake Cen-
ter, 7575 N. Hix, in West-
land. A faculty of eight
will offer 23 different
topics each day. Enter-
tainment from 8 to 9 p.m.
will close the program
each evening.

Dian Thomas, author
of “Roughing It Easy,”
will present “It's About
Time to Make History.”
Paul Hyde, director of
Purdue University's In-
stitute of Religion, will
discuss the Second Com-
ing.

Family tickets are $18
at pre-registration and
$21 at the door. Individu-
al tickels are $8 in ad-
vance and $10 at the
door. Tickets to attend a
daly or evening session .

- only are also available.

For information, call 356-772 O

Jack Locke at 425-2603, ’

Getting
settled
made
simple.

New-town dilemmas fade after a WEL-
COME WAGON call.

As your Hostess. it's my job to help you
make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Community opportu-
nities. Special at*-actions. Lots of facts to
save you lime and money. Plus a basket of
qifts for your family. I'll be listening for your
call.

eme
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me hear how justice and care can be brought into our dally lives>

You are Invlled to a tree Christian Sclence lecture anlllle :
STICE UNDER GOD'S LAW”

by BARBARA DIX HENDERSON, Member of the Christian Sclence

TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 8:00 PM -
First Church tg Christ Sclenlliti.,alrmlngham

Board of Lectureship

hild Care Provide
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