Curtaln calls

By DONALD V.CALAMIA

- In an area filled with several well-
Bublinhed community theaters, the
has become one of metro
gmws fastest-growing community
eaters.
“We're_ a relatively young group
*compared to most of the other commu-
_Dity theaters in the area,” said the
playen president, Dave Hubbard of

"But we're building sumethmg of im-
ponance here. We're a group that's
- growing and active in our community.
We firmly believe community theater
Jisan lmportanl part of community life
d we're trying to perpetuate that
lea here in Troy.”

- The Troy Players boasts 85 mem-
bers. “That's nearly three times the
. number we had two or three years
- ago,” Hubbard satd.

. “When I first joined thr group about

. three years ago, T'd tell people I was a

. member of the Troy Players and they'd

tespond, ‘What diamond do you play

- on?" More and more people are now

. hearing about us, and consequently,

more people from within the communi-
ty are joining the group.”

‘The Troy Players is an open-and ca-
sual group, Hubbard said, with mem-
bers coming from several area com-
munities.

“IN FACT, that's what first drew me
to the Troy Players” he sald. “No
other group with which I've been in-
volved has had the kind of spirit the
players has.”

Auditions are open to the general
public, though non-members who
receive roles must join the group.

“And you don’t have to be recom-
mended by anyone to join us, either,”
Hubbard said. “While some groups
might dismiss someone with little or no
theater experience, we'll take that in-
experienced person and work at devel-
oping his skills.

“It’s interesting to note that many

people who are now acting and direct-

ing with other ‘groups got their start
with the Troy Players.

“While we're mot a well-endowed

group, we have to put our shows togeth-
er on a shoestring budget, which does
not hurt the quality of our shows a bit.
It takes everything we've got to put up
a show. With a group our size, there's
no time to fool around.”

After spending its first seven seasons
performing in various middle schools
throughout Troy, the players recently
moved into the Troy Community Cen-
ter behind City Hall.

:

“THE CITY has been quite coopera-
tive with us, and we're trying to recip-
rocate. Any theater group demands a
lot from whatever facility it’s in,” Hub-
bard said.

While the Community Center was
still in its early planning stages, the
Troy Players was among several
groups in the city that were aksed for
input on the building’s design.

“The city could not afford a separate
auditorium in the complex. What they
wanted was a room that could be uti-
lized as a theaer, a banquet hall, and
for various other uses, Though we don't

have any wing or fly space, we've at
least got the doors where we need
them,” Hubbard said.

‘The Troy Player is a non-profit, self-
supporting corporation, It receives no
funding from Troy or from other out-
side sources. All of its income is de-
rived from membership dues and ticket
sales.

“In fact,” Hubbard said, “we doubled
our attendance at our last show, ‘South
Pacific.” With costs rising the way they
are, we're hoping that'll continue.”

Since moving into the Community
Center, the Troy Players has been ex-
posed to other groups active in the city.

. “Most of our people within the players
are under 35 years of age, and one of
our biggest problems is that our people
get offered transfers and promotions,
which force them to leave the group.
With them goes the experience we've
been able to develop,” Hubbard said.

“NOW THAT we're in the Communi-
ty Center, we're coming together with

cuch groups as the Senior Citizens. In
fact, one evening our scenic painter
was working on the sets when one of
the senior citizens walked into the
room and began watching her.

“In a short time he 'was, by virtue of
his own vast experiénce, giving her
suggestions as to how to improve what
she was doing. Though this man had no
previous theater experience, he soon
joined group.

“We need older members suck as this
to share with us their knowledge and
experience.”

Since assuming the role of president
nearly two years ago, Hubbard has
seen the Troy Players grow internally,
as well as in numbers. “T'wo years ago,
we had one person leading the group
with eight helpers, The poor president
was run ragged by his duties. Now
we've got nine people running the
group, each with his own set of help-
ers,” he said. “Now we're really on the
verge of taking off.”

Troy Players grows with burgeoning community

ers hope to achieve is development ofa
children's tbeater, utilizing the talent
within the city’s elementary, middle
and senior high schools. The players
also would like to develop a series of
seminars on areas such as set construe-
tion for members who want to learn
about the different areas of theater.

And, of course, the Troy Players
would like a facility of its own.

“We're over our infancy now,” Hub-
bard said, “and we’re to a point where
the other theater groups in the area ac-
knowledge our presence by attending
out shows. As the city is growing, so
are we. No matter how large we get to
be, though, our main prupose in life
will always be to put on dramatic plays
for the benefit of the community at
large.”

The Troy Players next attraction
will be the comedy “The Impossible
Years” on May 9-11, 16-17. For ticket
infermation call 679-1285. For mem-
bership information call Joyce Hub-
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Charilyn Suriana oi New Berry (left), Loni Pryce of llnchester as
* Kate and Jerry Bacik of Union Lake as Battista are.in the cast of
Oakland University’s “Kiss Me Kate.”
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varied Sh@‘ws

@Eﬁ%ﬂ on campus

Qakland University salutes spring
" 'with music, dance and mime in three
major productions this week in Varner
Hall and the Barn Theater on the cam-
pus near Rochester.
« The Department of Music presents
“Kiss Me, Kate” opening Thursday for
| a three-weekend run in the Studio The-
« ater.
» The School of Performing Aris
celebrates its first annual Dance The-
- atre Concert Friday-Saturday in
* Varner Recital Hall.
. »O0Us Resident Mime Company
opens with “Jeririgg” Thursday for a
- two-weekend run.
. “Kiss Me, Kate,” Cole Porter’s light-
+ hearted musical comedy, on the Studio
. Theater stage is highlighted by the
Meadow Brook Estate singers. Estate
I choreographer Stevie Rivers, who is a
* multi-talented actress and -singer,
:.dancer in her own right, directs the
cast of 20 in such songs as “Wunder-
- bar,"” “So In Love” ard “1 Hate Men.”
Other performances in the Studio

Theater are at 8 p.m. Friday and April

4, 10-12, 17-19 Sunday matinees are at
2:80 p.m. April 13 and 6:30 p.m. April
20 Wednesday matinees are at 1 p.m.
April 9 and 16.

THE DANCE THEATER program
gives its first annual StudentFaculty
Concert as part of the newly establish-
ed School of Performing Arts. Dance
faculty Robert Warren and Shannon
Jenkins premiere new modern dance
works entitled “Centerpoint” and
“Feat by Feet” Guest Harbinger
Dance Company artists Phil McPhee
and Beth Velich perform versions of
Aaton Copland's “Rodeo” and “Appla-
chian Spring” choreographed by OU
Dance Theater faculty. Students also
will interpret short, original pieces.

Concerts in Varner Recital Hall are
at 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday with a mati-
nees, at 2:30 p.m. Saturday.

All tickets for Sunday matinees are
99 cents. For tickets and reservations
call 377-2000. Group rates are avail-
able.

Members of the dance company prepare for their vpeog Stu-
o de[nt-l‘nvmlty Conert on the OU campus. (Staff photo hy David Frank)

By JIM WINDELL

Joseph Rosanova Jr., president of
Rosanova Productiops Inc, in
Southfield, has a tired look about
him, even at 9 o'clock in the morn-
in

?es have a droopy look and
hc seems'a bit weary, he may have a
right to be beat. He's been fighting
for an idea since 1972. That was the
year Joe Rosanova decided to,drop
out of the music rat race, head back
to Detroit and do what he always
wanted to do — form his own record
company.

Almost anyone can do that, but,
his vision was grander. He dreamed
of a successful record company in
the Detroit area.

As everyone knows, there is only
one really successfol record compa-
ny associated with Detroit. A few
years back, that company got into
motion pictures and hit the road for
LA,

“What Motown did was incredi-
ble,” Rosanova said, as he leaned
over his cluttered desk one morning
recently. “That was a success. It
stands on its own. Everyone, no
matter what color or nationality,
was proud of Motown.

“I'D LIKE TO recapture that part
of what Motown did for this whole'
metro area.”

He believes there is a_definite
void in Detroit and the Midwest. “I
feel that in Detroit there is more
talent and creative people than al-
most anywhere else. But, they've al-
ways had to go to another city to
prove themselves, The talent pool is
unlimited in Detroit. It's like finding
a gold mine,” Rosanova said.

Rosanova Productions Inc. is at
17233 W. 10 Mile Road. The whole
idea behind the production company

ecord company
to be bigger than Motown

was to mine the ore from that gold
mine and market it to entertain-
ment-hungry Detroiters. But like the
struggle to find a gold mine, the
dream merely existed on a fantasy
level without sigoificant progress
toward reality.

“We stared putting it together in
1972," Rosanova said, as he gave a
detailed narrative of a trying and
exhausting eight years. “Thats

. when we began the physical work,
applying for. licenses and getting
people involved.”

In 1973, the first prospectus was
filed with the Security Bureau for
the proposed company, a publically
held corporation. It was not until
May 1977 that the Security Bureau
allowed the fledgling company the
right to begin selling stock.

ROSANOVA EXPLAINED the
reason for the delay: “The Security
Bureau had no rule of thumb to go
by. There was no company like this
ever set up in Michigan. Besides, we
were new and had no track record.
People in brokerage firms agreed it
was a great coneept, but we had to
convince them we could sell stock.”

The Security Bureau gave them
one year from May 1977 to sell
100,000 shares. Rosanova said,
“Then we had to convice other peo-
ple we could do what we said we
could and be successful.”

On the day the year was up, Ro-
sanova Productions Inc., has sold
109,000 shares at a dollar apiece. In
January 1980 the company actually
became operational.

Long before January of this year,
however, work was proceeding be-
hind the scenes. A building was
leased, designed and decorated to
house a record company's total op-
erations. More importantly, people
who could make a record company
g0 were being tapped.

hopes

Joseph Rosanova is seeing the realization of a dream with his own
record company, in Southfield. (Photo by Jim Windell)

‘The talent pool is unlimited in Detroit. It’s
like finding a gold mine.’

— Joseph Rosanova Jr.,

record company president

The company was divided into
major departments: recording, mar-
keting, promotion, management and
distribution. Each division needed a
director. Joe Rosanova of Westland
and his associates, Johnny Trudell
of Detroit, Adrianne Levine of West
Bloomfield, Dr. Carl Pesta of New
Baltimore and Richard Bone of Bir-
mingham were able to secure
talented and experienced people for
each division leader.

JOE ROSANOVA carries the title
and responsibility of president. Mu-
sic industry veterans Gordon
Prince, Jay Butler and Etta St
James have set up national distribu-
tion and promotion. Johnny Trudell

known locally as one of Detroit’s
finest trumpet players, is vice presi-
dent and head of the Recarding Di-
vision.

“The structure of our company,”
Rosanova said, “is to encompass
every aspect of the entertainment
business. Qur capital so far, though,
has been put in the key areas of re-
cording and production.”

Just g to resemble Ro-
sanova’s original concept by March
of this year, the company had pro-
duced and released three records
with regional and national distribu-

0.
The first album, called “Dream
Dance,” is a middle-of-the-road
(Continned on Page 5D)

Theater poizshes old chestnut

By HELEN ZUCKER

‘The Meadow Brook Theatre produc-
tion of Emlyn WRliams' thriller,
“Night Must Fall,” is Anex-

review

emplary cast, directed by Terence Kil-
burn, gives us beautifully delivered
lines, and the result is an evening of
sheer fun. .

. Willams' old chestout has been,
treated with care, Good blocking, a
brisk pace and a terrific set by Douglas
Wright add to the pleasure.

‘The play runs u:mgh April 20 at
Meadow Brook Theatre in Wilson Hall
on the Oakland University campus near
Rochester.

Tom Spachnxn, an actor with a lot
of talent, has finally got a part he can
sink his teeth into, As Dan, the page

. boy who is “observant of the ladies” (to

put it mildly), ke is deft, funny, eerie,
canny and, finally terrifying.

SPACEMAN'S DESCRIPTIONS “of
the dead Mrs, Chalfont, “the lady with
the missing head” found in Mrs. Bram-
son's garden, his ca) p-twml.ug his quick,
attentions to the egocentric Mrs. Bram-’
s0n, his move into the honu, his final
takeover, are right on the mark.

His easy way with women is Mll!y
bellevable. When Spnehmn ds the
Bible rather than “East Lyne” —~ bend-

ing soliticlously over Mrs, Bramson —
his eyes turn truly mad.

And Spackman’s hest moment, pull-
Ing aside the curtain in the house where
Mrs. Bramson has been left alone call-
ing for “Danny!” brought a scream
from the audience.

Spackman rises to passionate heights
at the finale, and his parting kiss on the
month to Olivia, who is attracted by his
violence, lets us know these two lonely
souls understand each other too well.

Dan hag quick, wonderful lines scat-
tered throughout the play, and Spack-
man makes use of all of them. Even his
high-waisted pants are great..

BARBARA BERGE turns In a hot,
stunning performance as Olivia
Grayne, Mrs, Bramson's impoverished
nlece, Suffering in the lonely country-
side, Olivia writes sonnets no one
reads; refuses to marry a nice, dull

man; mistrusts Dan on sight, and feels
ininsd!ntkln:hlpwlt.hhlmﬂe.too is
a “servant” a persan no one really
sees,

Ma Berge conveys a sense of suffo-

cation, of a girl with more education
than she knows what to do with, of
nerves pricked to the'bursting point by
her insensitive aunt, ber nowhere life.

Dressed like Virginia Woolf, eyes
hidden behind thick glasses, Ms. Berge
is smoldering repression personified.
Hair loosened, glasses gone, raincoat
awry at the finale, Ms. Berge emerges
as a beautiful girl with no one to spend
Fer beanty on.

Her wits have gone round the bend in
the English country side. One hopes her
aunt’s death will leave her with the
muney to go to London where she be-

longs.

Donald W. Dailey does a fine job as
the unimaginative, newspaper-reading
suitor, Hubert Laurle. Hubert is so
sane, so mild, so patient, we know he
will make a good husband; he finds Oli-
via “a keen girl" We also know he's
picked the wrong girl. Though he
leaves sadly, he’s well out of it.

MARY PAT Gleason is the cate,
competent Nurse Libby. Durable, solid,
she turns up punctuaily for the “ailing”
Mrs. n. Like a St. Bernard, she
even carries brandy in her bag for “the
faints” We know she will never be
murdered.

Marianne Muellerleile is terrific as
tha fresh cook, Mrs. Terence. She has

the energy and bounce of five sailors, -
When she tells Mrs. Bramson off and
gets away with it, we delight in her
honesty. It isn't cheekiness, it's ‘let’s
have less nonsense around here.”

Always threatening to quit, Mrs.
Terence never does, because “the -
whole village is waitin’ on me to hear
the latest!” Ms. Muellerleile reads the
gory headlines with relish.

Lori Donley as Dora Parkhoe‘ the
pregnant maid, is pert, simple and doc-
ile. Getting pregnant by Dan doesn't
seem to phase her much.

Ms. Ponley is true to form in plays of
this genre. She turns in & good, subtle
performance. She breaks cups and
manages to never really get in any-
one's way.

DOROTHY BLACKBURN as the by-
pocondriac in a wheelchair manages to
get ‘in everyone's way. “What's his
character? This unmitigated bounderi”
Mrs. Bramson shouts, hearing that
Dora is pregnant.

Meeting Dan, she forgets all about
Dora, invites “the bounder” to call her
“Mother” as she calls him “Son.”

Mrs. Bramson is querulous, self-cen-
tered, in short, an obnoxious old lady
who eats chocolates and fargets to pay
people. When she rises out of ber
5 (Continued on page 2D)



