{FRA

Thursday, April 3, 1980

West Bloomfield homeowners attack cluster housing

By MARY LOU CALLAWAY tempt his fourth bid this year to unseat

) Supervisor John Doherty.
Cluster lmuslng could be a big politi- It s drasuc, but I'd rather see more
cal issue in Wi this the part of elected

year.
The West Bluomheld Homeowners
Association, a coalition of 14 township

petitions to remove the cluster option
from the township zoning ordinance. -
The township has more than 100 sub-
division assoclations. The WBHA is
headed by Donald Eby, who will at-

officials. There’s a place for every-
thing, even clusters, but not on bun-
dreds of acres at a time,” said Eby.

Eby said he will only use the peti-
tions to get the matter on the ballot “if
the plannipg commission and beard
make it necessary by a lack of response
to the group’s demands.”

“I'm getting a lot of feedback from
people who agree with us,” he said.
Some of those, he. said, are residents
adjoining Darb Lake. There, a cluster
site plan comes up April 22 for a 192-
unit project on 109 acres in the Hiller-
Willow roads area.

ORCHARD CREST NORTH, Laurel
Hills and Darb Lake Colony homeswn-

'

Before Frank Reynolds, towship
planning director, will recommend ap-
proval of the project to the planning
commission, Darb Lake developers
must submit soil boring and an access
road plan to a major thoroughfare.

Clusters are usually attached or de-
tached condominimums. Open areas
outside of the homes themselves are

-ers are questioning the small unit sizes, \ jointly owned by all resxdeuL-s of the

roads and drainage patterns.

cluster.

Township Trustees Tom Law and
Dennis Vatsis have objected recently to
what they believe are too generous al-
lowances given to developers for land
they could not build on anyway.

“Many citizens don’t fully under-
stand the cluster option simply gives
more flexibility,” Reynolds said.

“We feel there are abuses. The clus-
ter option is being used as a guise to

Critic of Walled Lake school board found dead

Arthur Stokus, an outspoken critie of
the Walled Lake School Board, was
found dead by friends in his Walled
Lake apartment last Monday.

Stokus taught performing arts at
‘Walled Lake Western High.

Police were still investigating the in-
cident last week.

A spokesman for the Oakland County
Medical Examiner's office said results
of an autopsy to determine the cause of
death would be available sometime
early this week.

Stokus’ outspoken eriticism of the
Walled Lake Board and administration
prompted ill feelings from some indi-
viduals whe charged Stokus with being
partly responsible for the three millage
defeats suffered by the district last
ye

Hills man appointed
Chrysler planner

Charles Gunderson, of Famunglon
Hills, has been appoiuled director of
product planning for Chrysler Corp.

He is responsible for car line and
truck product planning, power train
and corporate components and long-
range car planning and strategy.

He joined Chrysler in 1956 as a

Chrysler Institute student. He served as
a styling planning coordinator, studio
engineer, product cost analyst and sen-
ior product planning analyst.

In addition to his master’s degree
from Chrysler Institute, he earned a
bachelor’s degree from the University
of Wiscopsin.

Parents want music

(Continued from Page 1A)
schools a day,” Levinson said.

“EVEN IF the teacher starts out
fresh in September, the potential by
January for burmout is there. This
doeso’t make for a quality music pro-

gram.

“We tend to lose the most talented
children. They become impatient, dis-
gusted or disappointed.”

One instrumental music teaching po-
sition will be eliminated next year at
the elementary level. The position is
being-dissolved because of the moving
of sixth grade from elementary to mid-
dle schools, the closing of another ele-
mentary school in June, and declining
enrollment, according to Lawrence
Freedman, assistant superintendent of
instruction.

“When a position is eliminated,
teacher moves become mvnluntary

transfers. Sometimes it becomes a situ-
ation of survival,” Freedman said

“But the teachers move to positions
they are certified m teach. Their train-
ingis all the same.”

Each elementary school will have
two classes in string instruments and
two in wind instruments in September,
and instrumental music will be offered
to 4th graders for the first time, Freed-
man said.

Middle schools will offer beginners,
intermediate and advanced study class-
es in music.

Freedman admits to a decline in the
number of high schools students in-
volved in the music program.

-“It’s happening in other districts as
well,” he said. “A lot of it has to do
with the number of options available.
Kids have an awful lot to choose from,”
he said,

CHARLES GUNDERSON

Stokus reportedly had been distribut-
ing flyers urging people to attend a
spevial school board meeting on the af-
ternoon before his death.

The body was found at approximate-
1y 8:30 a.m. by a friend, also a teacher,
who became concerned when Stokus
neither showed up for school nor called

j_ insick.

According to police reports, Stokus
was seated in a chair watching televi-
sion at the time of his death. A plastic
bag was found over his face, police
said, and the television was still on.

Police said no indications of foul
play or violence were discovered in the

“ apartment. His wallet and muney had

not been touched.

Stokus, 32, attended Walled Lake
schools, graduating in 1966. He
received a degree from Eastern Michi-
gan University and returned to the dis-
trict as a teacher in 1970.

He was active in the Walled Lake
Education Association and was a mem-
ber of the Shepherd of the Lakes Lu-
theran Church.
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He s survived by his parents, Melvin
and Viola, of Gladwin; and two broth-
ers, Melvin and Lawrence.

Services were Wednesday at the
Richardson, Bird and Lynch Funeral
Home in Walled Lake with the Rev.
Robert Shade officiating.

Pledges fraternity

Robert G. Smith, an Albion College,
sophomore, has pledged the Delta Sig-
ma Phi fraternity this spripg. Smith is
a 1978 graduate of Catholic Central
High School and the son of Mr. and ,
Mrs. Robert J. Smith of Farmington.

overshadow multiple zoning,” said Eby.
He plans to mail every subdivision
president two petitions hoping to get at
least 2,000 petition signatures.

The petition calls for reroval of Sec-
tion 1503 from zoning ordinance 56,
which calls for “providing alternatives
to the single-family residential devel-
opment of subdivisions.”

THE CLUSTER option can be ap-
plied where there are wetlands, wood-
lands, wildlife habitat, unusual topog-
raphy or other natural assets which
should be preserved.

Other conditions allowing the cluster
option are slopes that would make a
site undevelopable under normal ap-
proaches, a need for mass grading, a
flood plain or poor soil conditions.

The purpose of clusters, Reynolds
said, is not to increase density. Up to 25
percent of the area may be included in
acreage for density computation. But a
body of water must be entirely within
the site for it to count, Reynolds said.

Eby says on a Herman Frankel pro-
posal schedule for a public hearing
April 22 some of the sites could be
cluster, “but not all. There's a deer
herd there.”

Frankel is asking cluster qualifica-
tion for 96 acres south of Pontiac Trail,
west of Orchard Lake Road between
Morris Lake and the Grand Truck Rail-
road.

Another parcel bothering Eby is a
51-acre cluster on Middlebeit between
Lone Pine and Walnut Lake roads re- -
quested by developer Alfred Macksey.

Alarm scares intruders

A possible smash and grab type bur-
glary was averted early Sunday at Du-
quete Jewelers, 31620 Grand River, in
the Farmington Plaza Shopping Center.

Police officers responding to a store
alarm at 2:37 a.m. found a front win-
dow smashed out. A check of the store
showed that no merchandise was taken.

Small chunks of cement were discov-
ered on the ground outside the door.
Police believe a cement block was used

to smash the window but nothing was
found at the scene.

Alarm company spokesmen who lis-
tened to a tape recording made while
the alarm was activated told police
they heard voices which sounded like
two males who apparently were fright-
ened and left in a hurry.

Damage ‘was estimated at $100.

‘The jewelry store has been the site of
four display window thefts in less than
four years.
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I¢'s the perfect time to get yourself gorgeous for this coming Easter Holiday. We are nff:nng a very
impressive selection of fine quality fashions for the man who appreciates good taste. Stop in a
Stephen-Bruce Ltd. today and see all the top desngner clothes this se2son has to offér. Our Easter Sale
is now in progress, don't let the parade pass you by.

SPORTCOATS

SELECTED GROUPS PRICED FROM $100.00 to $145.00
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IMPRESSIVE VARIETY - REGULARLY $195.00 to $345.00

VESTED SUITS........20% OFF

20%

TROUSERS
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THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY, APRIL 3,4&5
Closed Easter Sunday

ONELESS

HONEY GLAZED HAMS

Boneless

Sliced and Decorated

KING

CRAB
LEGS

4%,

HOMEMADE

LASAGNA
$ 1 98I

_Table Trimmed

b. | PORTERHOUSE

SIDE OF BEEF

USDA CHOICE

YIELD 2"

5149,

STEAKS

$398|b

O&E

BILMJIR "MH. TURKEY”
E “A”
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Mon.-Sat. 9-7 Sun. 10-5

33066 W. Seven

next to Joe’s Produce ‘

478-8680

See Us For New ldeas In Special Meat Items
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