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Everything old is made new again to please col-
lectors who yearn for the days when dash boards

had real wood grain. At Classic Auto Restoration,
several cars undergo rejuvenation.

Restoration puts new life
into rusty, old LaSalles

(Continued from Page 3A)

list by Thunderbirds from the same

.time and Corvettes made until 1973,

according to Donoghue.
And in the days of wa\u:hing the gas
a

may be collectable but which needs
some restoration, Donoghue advises
ovmers to forgoe plastering those rust
spots with Bondo.

The quality of the restoration is in
Pproportion with the price the car can
he said. But owners

guage, collectors b D
taste for muscle cars, including Mus-
tangs made from 1964-66, and cars
equipped with a 427 cubic foot Chevro-
let engine made during the '60's.

For those who prefer elegant occu-
pants in their garages, Cadillac con-
vertable limonsines from 1970 and
four-door Lincolns from the ’60's are
marketable.

But collectable cars are an individu-
alistic predilection, Donoghue contin-

ed.

ued.

‘While there are persons who collect
obscure cars like Mitchells made in
Grand Rapids, there are those who buy
Studebakers.

““The Studebaker appeals to persons
with a certain kind of taste. It's style
wasn't timeless,” Donoghue begins
tactfully.

“It didn't hold the road well, it
wasn't made well,” he added.

But some persist in collecting the
car, which spent most of the '50’s, until
its demise, being looked down at.

FOR THOSE who have a car which

shouldn't restore an old car expecting
to make a profit by selling it. Most of
the time the cost of a fine restoration
job exceeds the total value of the vehi-
cle.

“Don't restore it to sell. Restore it
for youself," he said.

Some restorations can cost between
$20,000 and $200,000 depending upon
the car and its condition.

“When you're thinking of restoring a
car, you must ask yourself ‘Is it worth
it?" You may be better off going south
to buy a car which isn't rusted.

“As soon as serious Michigan rust
gets on a car, you may as well forget
it

Instead of applying Bondo, the owner
should replace the rusted metal with a
new sheet of metal. Since such replace-
ment parts are readily available, the
owner may be forced to have the part
custom-made, Donoghue said.

A good restoration is one which ap-
proaches perfection.

“THERE SHOULD be no defects. It

should be of perfect quality. If you re-
place parts, you should replace all of
the ones you need to. There should be a
clean paint job without ripples or
waves and no sand marks.”

If the intent of the buyer is to gain an
investment, then looking at a car al-
ready in fine condition viould be in or-
der, he recommended.

These cars may have price tags
ranging from $20,000 to $25,000, but
the cost of restoring 2 Rolls Royce
Phantom II or III, made in the late
*30s could reach $200,000.

“Rolls Royces are complex. They
have twice as many parts. The body
and chassis were made to higher stand-
ards. They're twice as expensive,” Do-
noghue said.

Behind this drive to restore autos
long passed, is a need to revive a little
of the owner’s past.

“People remember the good old days
~— the '50's. People want certain cars
they associate with in their youth. Peo-
ple don’t want to buy cars with smog
controls,” he said.

Instead they want to recapture the
thrill of approaching spring with the
ragtop down, the supercharged V-8
humming under the hood, and maybe a
fast take-off in a race down Woodward
‘when the light changes to green.




