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Gas groaners: $3 a gallon, percentage sales tax

By TOM LONERGAN

Gasoline at $3 a gallon by 1982 could
include a state tax that would increase
with the price of the precious petrol.

Both the $3 prediction and the new
tax forecast came last week from
Michigan Transportation Commission-
er Rodger D. Young of Rochester.
Young, a Southield attorney, spoke to
;en Bloomfield Hills Ro'ary Club mem-

He told them to expect state trans-
portation officials to push for 1) a per-
centage sales tax on gasoline, in place
of a per-gallon tax, and 2) vehicle reg-
istration fees based on purchase value
rather than weight.

State officials cite reduced fuel con-
sumption statewide and people’s pref-
erence for lighter cars as the two ma-
jor factors that have crimped the reve-
nue.

The Oakland County member of the
six-man Michigan Transportation Com-
mission also strongly endorsed subway
construction on the Woodward Avenue
corridor in Detroit, a view not ethusi-
astically received by the Rotarians.

CURRENT GAS and weight taxes
charged by the state are “inadequate to
keep up with inflation,” said Young,
who cast the deciding vote in favor of
¢onstructing M-275 in western Oakland
County.

: “So during the next two years, we're
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RODGER YOUNG

‘We're going to look at a shortfall this year of
some $60 million. People don’t realize the
enormity of this problem. In two years, it's not

going to be so subtle.’

— Rodger D. Young

Michigan Transportation Commissioner

State transportation officials will
recommend that the Michigan Legisla-
ture replace the present fixed 11 cents

.agallon gasoline tax with a percentage

tax that would increase with wholesale
rices.
“It’s only going to do one thing to the
price of gasoline,” s2id Young.

BASING STATE license plate (vehi-
cle registration) fees on a vehicle’s val-
ue, rather than its weight, will also be

New road taxes? propesed.

going to be asking for a tax increase to
maintain {state) trunklines.”

State gas and weight tax revenues
are also the primary source of funding
for the Oakland and Wayne county road
commissions, which maintain ~state
highways in the metropolitan area.

A new transportation tax structure,
not just an increase in current taxes,
will be proposed by the state Transpor-
tation Department and the commis-
sion, Young said.

Young said the proposed tax increas-
es have been discussed “informally”
with state legislators. The Transporta-
tion Commission will likely go on
record in support of the new structure
and increases within the next two
months, he said.

State representatives, who face re-
election this year, probably won't vote
on the increases until after the Novem-
ber elections. A two cents-a-gallon in-
crease in the gas tax was approved two
years ago.

However, state officials say that new
tax has failed to produce enough reve-
nue to meet rising highway mainte-
nance costs.

“We're going to look at a shortfall
(within the transportation department)
this year of some $60 million,” Young
said Tuesday. “People don't realize the
enormity of this problem. In two years,
it's not going to be so subtle.”

AS YOUNG spoke to the Rotarians
last Wednesday, a preliminary engi-
neering study for the proposed Wood-
ward subway-surface rail line was ap-
proved by the Michigan Senate.

Senate action followed nearly two
months of bitter legislative wrangling
over the subway, which is the main cog
of the Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority’s (SEMTA) $1.5 bil-
lion regional transportation plan.

Unlike the majority of his fellow
Oakland County Republicans, Young,
appointed to the transportation com-
mission last year by Gov. William Mil-

liken, supports a subway for the light
rail rapid transit line in the Woodward
corridor.

He said a subway is needed to revi-
talize ‘the economically depressed
Woodward business strip in Detroit and
would “save over 40 million gallons of
gas a year, once on line.”

THE LEGISLATURE approved pre-
liminary engineering money for a sub-
way from downtown Detroit to West
Grand Boulevard, but gave state and
federal officials the option to extend
that subway study to McNichols (Six
Mile) Road, as approved by the SEMTA
Board of Directors last year.

The light rail line would run on sur-
face from McNichols to 11 Mile Road
in south Oakland County. The SEMTA.

 plan would also increase bus service in

the suburbs and commuter rail service
between Detroit and Pontiac and De-
troit and Ann Arbor.

Young said a fixed rail system is key
to the region’s receiving an estimated
$900 mitlion in federal funds for rapid
transit. That subsidy is expected to
cover 80 percent of the SEMTA plan’s
cost, with the state picking up the re-
maining 20 percent.

How the state will pay its 20 percent
share and how an expected $65 million
to $70 miltion SEMTA operating deficit
will be paid were major arguments
raised by subway opponents in Lansing,

Young said the state’s share of start-
up costs could be “offset by the enor-
mous mul!lpher effect the dropping of
$400 million in federal funds will
have.”

AND IF FUNDING SEMTA'’s deficit
with new taxes requires voter approv-
al, Young isn't convinced a significant
number of Oakland Caunty residents
‘would be opposed.

Referring to a Market Opinion Re-
search poll taken by Oakland County
Executive Daniel T. Murphy’s office in
February, Young said, “it appeared to
me the people of Oakland County are
relatively split.

“I think the fact that they're split is
remarkable considering the negative
publicity generated by the ‘subway".”

‘The Murphy study showed opposition
to a subway among 500 county resi-
dents softened when the rail line was
proposed to be extended into south
Oakland.

Several Rotary Club members
disagreed with Young, favoring a rail
system to.be placed along the Grand
Trunk Railroad right-of-way. The also
rebutted the economic development ar-
gument.

“There isn't going to be a bit of de-
velopment between those (light rail)
stations just because a subway runs un-
derground,” one Rotarian said.
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That's a savings of almost 40% —
wamed, there are only 72 of them at this special
purchase price: Glistening, sturdy chrome rockers
_and ams, a walnut finish frame around the seat
and badk, plus the elegance of caned seatand

badk — it's the one everyone in the family will be
looking for. And it's right for the living room, right
for those wamn nights on the patio. So hunyln

THIS $159 CANE ROCKER
JUST BECAME OUR
$99 CANE ROCKER.

but, be

O

Beaver at Grooks, Toy- Phone: 6492070
maynur&mqyuomwsao

Southfield - Phone:
Open Dolly 10 t0.6; Monday. mm:yamuym Gosed Sundoy

SFA’s Storewide

Post-Easter Clearance...

with 20% to 50% off

Original Prices*

Now find terrific savings on great
selections of fashions from:

Designer Dresses, Evening Apparel, Coats and Suits

Better Dresses

‘SFAbulous and "SFAntastic Coats and Suits,

Sportswear, Dresses

Designer and Better Sportswear,
Sport Separates, Active Sportswear

Sportcoats, Suits, Sportdresses
Sportswear, Dresses, Coats, Rainwear

for Juniors in Right On!

Robes, Sleepwear and Loungewear

Maternity Collections

Infants’ and Toddlers/ Girls' and Boys’
sizes 4 to 6X, Girls’ sizes 7 to 14

Spot for Teens Apparel.
Blouse Collections

Fashion Jewelry, Swiss Watches, Cultured Pearls

Women’s Shoes
Belts, Scarves, Tshirts
Handbag Collections

And, save 25% to 40% off
original prices on special selections from:

Men’s Furnishings
Early On
Collection Sportswear

Boys’ Furnishings and Clothing (sizes 8 to 20)

* There may have been intermediate price reductions on some items pnor to this sale.
Not everything in every size and color. ALL SALES FINAL.

Total Units Available Troy and Fairlane: 12,782

Saks Fifth Avenue, Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge

Dearborn, Fairlane Town Center




