Monday, April 14, 1980

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUN-
CIL

31555 Eleven Mile
7:30 p.m. April 14
Unfinished Business
« Consideration of -approval of bond-
ing resolution 7 for SAD 107, Briarhill
Roads

New Bullnus

of peti-

aspe-
aal assessment dhtrict for water Im-
on Watt and Greyfield (res-

ﬁuns from Glen Oaks ‘Subdivision in the
barricading of Bond, Firwood and Ra-
vine at the alleys separating the subdi-
visions from the business area border-
ing Orchard Lake Road.

Critics eye court

(Contiaued from Page 1A)
trast, Wayne County has an estimated
population of 2.6 million. Population

estimates were supplied by county -

Friends of the Court to the Michigan
Women's Commission.
‘Both agencies complain that lack of

. funding prevents them from doing a

better job. Wayne County’s Friend of
tire Court currently has 44 vacancies in
a staff of more than 300 because of the
county’s budget freeze. But critics ar-
gue that no amount of money could
humanize a basically archaic system:
“They herd people through like
sheep.”

“You're treated like a criminal.”

“All the Friend of the Court cares
about’ is whether I pay the child sup-
port. They could care less that my ex-
wife won’t let me see my children.”

‘The complaints are common. Equal
Rights for Fathers, based in Southfield
and drawing from as far away as St.
Clair County, now attracts 150-170
members at monthly meetings, accord-
ing to Alan Lebow. Many of those are
new faces coming in with the same sad
story, he said.

“When 1 first went through it (di-
vorce), I had the fecling that I was the
only guy in the world that was causing
a.problem. They (Friend of the Court)
tried to make me feel like I was out of
step.” Lebow said.

“What we’ve found out is that they
mistreat everybody. Once we started
comparing notes, we got very angry.”

=Not enforcing visitation is the fa-
thers’ major complaint, Lebow said.
ile child support payments are vig-
orously pursued by the Friend of the
Court, fathers need to pay an attorney
to simply attempt to get visitation en-
orced.

SURPRISINGLY, John Houghten,
Oakland County Friend of the Court,
agreed.

“The problems are not identical. One
(child support) is of a mechanical na-
ture with certainty, the other is shot
full of holes and uncertainty.

“In my opinion, I don’t think judges
want to use court time for a ping-pong
game. There's 150,000 excuses she (the
custodial mother) can concoct.

- “On the other hand, if it’s outright
blalnnt violation of vlsluuu, we will at-
{emptsomelhmg
.- That something involves a meeting
‘between an investigator and the com-
plaining father; a meeting between the
investigator and the momer, and final-
ly a three-way meeting in hopes of re-
‘conciling the situation. If the parents
‘come to an agreement, a consent order
‘can be entered into court.

But most of the time, Houghten said,

;if the situation is that tense, it's nearly
-impossible to resolve,

. While legally both custodial and non-
“custodial parents can go to jail if
~they’re in contempt of court (not fol-
.lowing the decree), Houghten was una-
*ware of a single case in which a mother
‘was jailed for refusing visitation.

* Lebow and Houghten agreed on ao-

other aspect of the situation: The child
isthe loser.

<

“WE HAVE grownups so concerned
about their own feelings, they're de-
stroying children,” Houghten said.

‘“The reality is that children need the
relationship with both parents,” Lebow

said. “Children are used as agents of
blackmail and extortion by the custodi-
al mother. The minute the mother in-
jects the idea that ‘Your father isn't
paying for you,’ that mother is hurting
the child.

“We're producing a lot of alienated,
unloved, emotionally disturbed peo-
ple”

A custodial mother agreed.

“I've never denied him (her ex-hus-
band) visitation because he's late (on
support). That wouldn’t be right. He's
her father.”

“I don’t think you should ever use
kids to get back at their dad,” said an-
other mother.

But she added that not all of her di-
vorced friends share her opinion. Some
urged her to deny visitation when her
ex-husband hadn't paid child support.

“One custodial mother wrote to this
newspaper that “Ex-fathers don’t bave
rights.”

That opinion is not shared by the
Friend of the Court.

“FATHERS have come a long way,”
said Clayton Christenson, Wayne Coun-
ty Friend of the Court,

“They’re showing more mur&t in
their children.”

But he said “lack of personnel” pre-
vents his agency from doing “the job
we'd like to do.”

Family counseling may be an an-
swer, he said, and if there's an indica-
tion that counseling may help, Wayne
County staffers will refer the parents
to a local agency.

“But this aIl costs mrmey — taxpay-
ers’ money."

Christenson and Houghten are con-
vinced that reconciling warring par-
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olution 1)

« Consideration of application from
Our Lady of Mercy to have a carnival
May 2 to May 4 at 28300 11 Mile,

agency

ents to the needs of their children is a
nearly impossible task. They both be-
lieve the majority of ex-spouses at-
tempt to put their children above per-
sonal problems.

But those who cannot

of request from Vet-
erans oI Foreign Wars and American
Legion to have a Memotial Day Pa.
rade, May 26.

City Manager's Report

« Recommendation to prohibit right
turns on red traffic signal from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at 10 Mile and Middlebelt on
school days.

+ Recommendation of approval of no
parking restrictions on Glen Creek
Drive, Old Colony Subdivision.

+ Consideration of holding closed ex-
ecutive session to discuss matters re-
lated to employee contract negotia-
tions.

end up trying to get help from the “arm
of the judiciary” designed to enforce
the divorce decree.

As the divorce statistics mount, the
problems increase. Long waits, refusal
to handle questions over the telephone,
paying an attorney — are a few of the
complaints of divorced parents.

. ion for ratification of
agreement with Local 214 of Team-

sters state, county and municipal work-
ers union 3p! supervisory

Farmihgton’ Hills council zoning board meet this week

ponent: Michigan National Bank of

employees.

FARMINGTON HILLS BOARD
OF ZONING APPEALS
31555 11 Mile
8 p.m., April 15

New Business

« Special hearing considering the
waiver of acceleration, deceleration
and passing lanes in a B-2 zone at the
northwest' corner of Orchard Lake
Road and’ Bond. Proponeat: Bill
Kuhmnuench for Taco Bell.

Unfinished Business

= Consideration of additional approv-
2] to allow a temporary structure (mo-
bile office trailer) in a B-3 zone to re-
main for an additional six months. Pro-

THE
BOARDROOM

« Consideration of 10-foot variance to
the 60 foot lot width requirement and a
2,925-square-foot variance to the 8,500-
square-foot lot size requirement to
build a house in a RA-4 zone. Propo-
nent: Barbara Marcus,

« Consideration of a 7.5-foot variance
to the 60-foot lot width requirement
and a 2,935-square-foot variance to the
8,500- sqnare-foet requirement to build
a house in a RA-4 zone. Proponent:
Barbara Marcus.

« Consideration of waiver of the foun-
dation requirements (42-inch footings)
for the four-foot high screening wall in
an OS-1 zone. Propoment: Robert J.
Schmier for Franklin Knolls Office
Center.

“not caring.”

“Friend of the Court is totally self-
serving,” Lebow said. “Attorneys have
made a billion-dollar industry out of di-
vorece.

“We have no-fault divorce; but we
have fault in every case where custody
is awarded to one parent/”

For the most
interesting ways SALE
to keep up - .
appearances. Nationally Famous
‘Somerset Mall,» Fairlano Towne Center sea[)' Ber wyn -Deluxe model

(Inside Hughes & Hatcher) Don't miss the outstanding savings on this

fine quality bedding. Features include firm

THURSDAY: Sexism, inefficiency,
Critics level their

charges. luxury quilted cover-hurmryl We have only 23
(MEN LOSE Ds) units to sell,
: 28-35POUN TWIN SIZE
Franklln hOStS GUICKLY<SAFELY zagtluvélsz‘:.es«mcnplwa.... .ea. pc. 359"
. PERMANENTLY 60Gh PIoCA ... 00. pe. $BIS
tennis tourney NJUST SWEEKS QUEEN 128 SET Msm"
NOSHOTS KNG sizEsEr T
The 1980 Converse Classic tennis NO DRUGS 3-pioca sef rog. $579.95 5al .. 3289
tournament will be held April 25-27 at NO CONIRACTS T
the Franilin Racquet Club in South- INDIVIDUAL ool M and M
field, DAILY COUNSELING o= = 1

The Converse Classic is a major
prize money circuit for the local play-
er. It will be played in 21 separate cit-
ies across the United States,

The Franklin Racquet Club is at
29350 Northwestern Highway in South-
field.

LOSE 17-25 PﬁUNDS

because t's hard to lose weight alone. ..
CALLTODAY

Southfield

Cranbrook Centst
20231 Southfieid Rd.
Sulte 8112

layers of foam plus
added cushloning, sag resistant borders and

i
ALY “‘m
COUNSELING,

Bloomfield Hills, 4107 Telegraph
Dearborn, 23600 Michigan Ave.
Rochester, 1110 S. Rochester Rd.
Opendally 10-9 Wed. & Sat. 10-6
Wse our convenient charge. Visa or Master Charge

Fred Samra Ins. Agcy., Inc.
32300 Grand River

Farmington, Mich. 48024

Phone: Off. 313-476-1880

And offer you
“‘A State Farm the outstanding '
Homeowners Policy service At Northwestern, it’s one of our strengths. .
with . Sfrate Far;n Not just because we dedicate ourselves to providing
Inflation ‘COVEI’G e _ Isfamous for. the best life insurance value. Or have increased
_ g dividends 21 times in the last 28 years.
just makes The
alotofsense DIFFERENCE
these days." comes in comparing. For example, the difference in
net cost between Northwestern's whole life policies

and those of other life insurance companies can be
50%. Or more.
Why not call us and compare? It could make all the
difference in the world.

Call: Larry Herb & Associates
17570 West 12 Mile, Suite 101
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We can’t afferd to waste if.

fowaskoe, Wisonsin 1950

£ The Noethwestet Mutws) Life Insorance Company

| OVERWEIGHT
| VOLUNTEERS
I/ NEEDED

two pr of Health

Local chiropractors are offering a behavioral
modification do-it-yourself program developed by

s,

ata

midwestern university.

medical diet programs.

Recent clinical studies indicate behavioral
modification is aimost TWICE AS EFFECTIVE as

if you'd like to fose 10 pounds or more, you
can- voluntesr today by contacting the doctors

listed below. The only charge is a $5.00 fee for
your personal behavioral modification manual.

VOLUNTEER NOW!

Dr. Walter S. Gross
Chiropractic Physician

27620 Five Mile Road
Livonia, Michigan 48154

427-6333,

Please call for a0 sppointment sad bring & copy of this
snnouncemebt with you.

‘ocm

Toeper Cly and Gt Schal

summer day camp
2190 north woodward
bloomfield hills, michigan 48013
33 YEARS OF DAY CAMP EXPERIENCE

Now Accepting Applications
for enroliment
summer '80
Lower Camp: ages 3-5
Upper Camp: ages 6-11
+ Swimming « Land Sports
+ Arts & Crafts - Drama
« Dance « Music » Shopwork
« Ovarnights « Nature Study -
« Fiold Trips « Photography ¢

' « New Games *
&
A Special Talent Program
in

Science, Dance, Pholography
and Carpentry

CALL: 642-1500

9a.m.-4:30p.m,
Transportation Avallable

e Gy S

SPECIAL CLOSEOUT
509% OFT on this versatile secretary

This versatile secretary has locks on the drop front and doors to guard your
valuable possessions. It has automatic slides. The interior behind the drop

) front includes two drawers, three shelves and six compariments. W 32x17x70 [
in. high. Crafted from solid Maple. <

Only five in stock

SALE *314.50

B REG. *629




