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creases the workload.

“They never come to a decision,” said Lebow,
who estimates he’s been to court 50 times in the
five years since his divorce.

“They never take care of those cases to begin
with and then complain about staffing. Why do you
have to go to court anyway? Because the lawyers
make money: Divorced people are fed up with the
government, judges and Jawyers.”

ONE DIVORCED woman wrote a letter to the
Wayne County Friend of the Court because her for-
mer husband owed her about $700 in child support.
Within one week, a court date had been scheduled
for her ex-husband. But the Friend of the Court’s
records held her ex-husband in arrears for about
$1,000 more than he owed her, she said.

fle met with the Friend of the Court seven times
to attempt to clear up the record. Finally she
appeared in court with her husband as he tried to
explain that he didn't owe the $1,000.

“The judge was so rude to him. She told him,
“You just shut up. You speak when you're asked to.”
“She wouldn't settle anything. We went over to
Friend' of the Court but they wouldn’t see us. We
had to make an appointment. So we went back

Critics of Friend of the Court also question the
qualifications of the staff.

“People are threatened, lied to, ignored,” Lebow
said, “My experience with Friend of the Court has
shown me that I have no reason to have faith or
trust in the legal system.”

According to reports submitted last year by the
Friends of the Court to the Michigan Women’s
Commission, the number of employees with a back-
ground in human services is scant.

In Wayne County, only one of 39 attormeys in
Friend of the Court had a degree in a human ser-
vice field. Statistics on investigators/caseworkers
are difficult to categorize, because the agency did
not Iist a total number. But of at least 64 staffers,
only five had a master’s degree, while none had a
master’s degree in social work. Of more than 300
employees, Wayne County did not list one psycholo-
gist.

The staff of Oakland County’s Friend of the Court
totaled 89, including 13.attorneys, four with teach-
ing certificates and one who majored in social

3 i il with a
master's degree; and two psychologists with mas-
ter’s degrees in counseling and guidance.

Both Friends of the Court in Wayne and Qakland

much money cannot be credited to the correct ac-
count.

Oakland County sends coupons te submit with
payments, a practice that appears to resolve most
cashier problems, Houghten said.

“But the father is responsible whether he gets the
coupon or not,” he added.

Wayne County does not have a coupon system;
Christenson isn't convinced the expense of supply-
ing coupons is warranted by the problem.

Fathers also are warned to keep strict records of
payments. And there is no statute of limitations on
back child support.

The court will accept the Friend of the Court’s
record of payment unless the payer proves the
Court is in error, such ag in a ledger entry or a
payment credited to the wrong account.

MONDAY: The bottom line. Why is Friend of the
Court making a profit? L

‘MX debates’ to be aired on 56

Bill Moyers moderates live coverage of
“The MX Debates,” which concerns the

The above schedule shows the amount weekly child support a non-
custodial parent would pay under guidelines recommended by the
Friend of the Court in each of four counties. In Wayne, the schedule is

used for the interim order between filing for divorce and final
judgment. It may be followed in the final decree. Oakland and

Livingston counties use a schedale of 20 percent of net pay for one
i flexible. In W

‘hedule is

child, although the

the

schedule is a complicated formula that also allows for a 10 percent
rebate if the custodial parent's income equals the non-custodial
parent’s income. It is usually followed by judges.

« “Is there a strategic need for MX?"
« “If so, what is the best method of de-

the importance of the questions raised by

the topic.

proposed building of the controversial un-
derground missile system in Utah and Ne-
vada. It will be shown at 8 p.m. Thursday,
April 24, on Channel 56.

The proposed $34 billion mobile MX
missile system would consist of 200 mis-
siles with missile tracks and underground
shelters. Missiles would be stored and
moved so Soviet spy satellites could never
be sure where one was located.

Moyers is 2 journalist and moderator of
another news show viewed on 56.

again and they put him on probation for one year. X
had no idea how they ever came up with so much
money so I had to sign an affidavit that he wasn'tin .
arrears for the extra $1,000 they had tacked on
there.”

“I wondered if I said, ‘Yeh, he owes me that mon-
ey.’ I wonder if they would have made them pay it.
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counties, appointed by Gov. Milliken, are attorneys. ployment?”
« “What are the economic, sociological
and environmental consequences of basing

the system on the Utah-Nevada border?”
Each topic will be introduced by a short
film segment which will state the issues to
discussed and educate the audience to

In Wayne County, referees — all attorneys — are
used extensively to hear cases in hopes they can be
resolved without going to Circuit Court. All four
were promoted from within the department, as was
Clayton Christenson, who's been acting Friend of
the Court since last year and is awaiting confirma-

Organized by the state of Utah, these
special debates consist of three major top-
jcs:
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