Hike sales tax to unburden marr1ed9 Voters to decide

By JACKIE ELEIN

Voters may be asked to reduce prop-
erty taxes by increasing the sales tax.

The tax shift is being considered for
the statewide November ballot by Gov.
Milliken and members of both parties
in the state Legislature, said Rep. Jo-
seph Forbes, D-Oak Park. Forbes is
Majority Floor Leader and his district
II:cIudcs Southfield and Lathrup Vil-

ge.

“This pro; is ‘long overdue,”
Forbes sald. “We can reduce local

property taxes $500 a household. Prop-
erty taxes are unfair and regreslve.
‘The loss in revenues could be offset by
raising the sales tax from 4 percent to
about 5.5 percent. It's higher than that
in many other states.”

Michigan's $100 million loss in feder-
al revenue sharing funds because of
President Jimmy Carter’s anti-infla-

tion budget cuts is devasfating and”

jeapordizes services, Forbes contend-
ed.
Because all of the $100 ‘million in

- general revenue sharing funds is used

l’ar state mental health programs and
debt setvices, its loss Tequire a
$100 million cut in some state pro-
grams or a tax increase of $166 mil-
lion, Forbes maintained.

Equally as drastic is the ballot pro-
posal of Robert Tisch, Shiawassee
drain commissioner, to cut property
tax assessments from 50 percent of
true cash value to 25 percent, accord-
ing to Forbes,

“WERE AT the crossroads of 2 se-

rious situation. Social services such as
senior citizen property tax rebates, im-
provement of correction facilities and

" scheol financing are in danger. Michi-

gan's unemployment rate is 12 percent
and the cost of unemployment compen-
sation is up.

“The Tisch proposal requires the
state to reimburse cities for losses in
property taxes. But where are we sup-
posed to get the money? We'd have to
shell out at least $1.8 billion from state
programs for local levies and $190 mil-
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lion to reimburse cities for their loss of
special exemptions for senior citizens
and low-intome households.”

Last year's state budget was $4.5 bil-
lion. The economy, with a recession
looning, will have a definite impact on
the 1980-81 budget, Forbes said. The fi-
nancial picture is gloomy, state reve-
nues are shrinking, there's a drain on
state services and strong legislative op-
position against raising taxes, he said,

cause of energy conservation have a
ripple effect on communities, Forbes
said. Cities depend cn a share of these
revenues for road improvements, he
noted.

“The tax limitation amendment ap-
proved by voters in 1978 would allow a
tax increase that could prevent drastic
budget cuts,” Forbes said. “But I and
other leaders in the House believe that
during an economic downturn is the
worst time to consider a general tax
increase.”

© phone number is 661-4100.

Cartpqn sailor
adapts to radio

(Continued from Page 9A)
“It's enough to drive you to drink,” said Baier, in
-his Bruiser voice.

THE GOOD RATINGS didn't come overnight.
Both Johnson and Bajer started building their audi-
ence at another Detroit rock station, WWWW-FM.

Johnson was program director and afternoon
disc jockey at W-4 before a purge at the station.
Baier started out as “a free free-lancer” for Steve
Dahl, whose funny format morning show was a hit
at WABX-FM first, then W-4. Baier joined the show
at W-4 when he was attending radio ‘classes at
‘Wayne State University.

*“I was doing voices, wriﬁng stuff, kicking around
ideas with him and eventually I ended up with a
job,” Baier said.

But when Dahl left Detroit for the bigger market
in Chicago, he lost Baier and Johnson as friends.
They don't speak to each other anymore, Dahl com-
pares Johnson and Baier’s show to an act by Elvis
Presley imitators.

Baier explains the rift:

“He tried to fire me from W-4 and I waso't in-
cluded in the move to Chicago,” Baier said. “Here’s
a guy leaving to make $1,000 a week in Chicago and
here I was making $5 an hour. Before he left, he got
arrogant and said ‘You're fired.””

Johnson, who was program director at W-4 at the
time, said Dahl was in no position to hire or fire
angone.

“It got to the point where Steve was cutting
George’s microphone off,” says Johnson. “It got
back to Steve that we'd decided to continue the for-
mat without him because we'd decided that not
only Steve, but (Baier’s) characters, had developed
their own identity.”

Johnson says he ordered Daki to do the show at
W-4 with Baier until Dahl left the station,

“I THINK it was basic insecurity,” Baier said.
“He figured if he didn’t do well in Chicago, he'd
come back to Detroit and take over his old job.”

Instead, Johnson told Dahl to clear out his desk a
week before he was scheduled to leave. And John-
son filled in for Dahl “temporarily” as the host of
the morning crew. Two years later, Johnson's still
at the helm of the morning crew.

Dahl, on the other hand, went on to achieve na-
tionwide notoriety by sponsaring an anti-disco rally
at Chicago’s Comiskey Park last year which turned
into a rocker riot forcing cancellation of the second
game of a doubleheader between the Chicago White
Sox and the Detroit Tigers. He's also cut a couple
novelty records called “Do You Think I'm Disco?”
and “Ayatollah.” .

Unlike Dahl, neither Johnson norBaier professes
any great degire to strike out for greener pastures
or bigger radio markets.

“I hope to stay here for a number of years, ex-
panding our audience,” says Johnson. We're both
from Detroit. I can see us being the J.P. McCarthy
or Dick Purtan of our generation and maturing and

. developing our style through the years.”

‘Baier says that if he hadn’t clicked on radio, he’d
have been just as happy working at an East Detroit
gas station.

“I'd have been a master mechanic by now,” Baier
said.

‘Success hasn't made George swell.

Computers make

‘medical inroad

By SUSAN LEINOFF
1f you thought hospital laboratory technicians
spent all their time glued to microscopes exam-
ining plates of blood, body fluids or tissue sam-
ples under high-powered lenses, you might be
surprised. '

Highly i
has replaced the microscope in the modern hos-
pital laboratory. And today’s lab technician
must be trained in chemistry and biology as well
as mechanies in order to maintain the quality of
their instruments.

“The challenge now is to understand the ma-
chinery,” said Michelle Strait, pathology super-
visor for Henry Ford Hospital’s West Bloomfield
Center on Maple Road west of Drake Road.

“Once a day every instrument undergoes a
‘performance check, and technicians must know

. how to fix them.”

Ms. Strait conducted a tour throngh the Cen-
ter’s lab, which opened in late 1975, as part of
National Medical Laboratory Week (April 13-18)
observances, ’

YEAR, the 13-person staff performed

Declining gas and weight taxes be-

GRAND OPENING!

Riter 26 great years in Dearhorn-Dearborn Heights WE OPEN Our Second Garden Center-Nursery
(and Fairlane Florist) on Orchard Lake Road Just North 0f Maple.

. . . everything from trees,
shrubbery, fertilizers, insec-
ticides and tools to house
plants, seeds, gardea books
and bird houses. LOOK TO
US, TOO, FOR MANY
SAVINGS.

We Stand For—

English Gardens assures
you of freshness and big
selection. We show only
hardy northern grown trees
and shrubbery. I season
(May, Juoe, July) you wilt
see a wide, wide choice of
annual flower and vegetable
plants. For instance: 22
.varieties of Tomatoes, 9
vatieties of Peppers, many
kinds of Perunias and Mari-
golds. If it is grown, youw'll
probably see it here. Rest
assured, the plants will be
fresh because shipments are
brought ia daily.

We Guarantee—
Eaglish Gardens guarantees
all trees, shrubbery, roses,

suggesuons for almost any

size or kind of home. Our

“Pros" are ready to, make

suggesnons if you bnng ina
:

of your home.

LAST
about 108,000 laboratory
to Ms. Strait. .
She said the facility is open 24 hours, handles

" all the work generated by the Ford clinic and is

also available to ontside area physicians.
Registered ical technician Judy Shlpley.

who performs at least 150 blood tests per day,

explained just how advanced the equipment has

become. -
“It takes about 45 seconds to do a cbe (com-

. -plete hlood count) on this machine,” she said,

pointing to & $50,000 “coulter counter.”
. 'l‘odolheumemmnnﬂymnmlu-o—
scope would take 25-30

The coulter was inyented nbont 20-yefirs ago, .~

amotd.lngtomslﬂpley

of these machines wers In -existence
whmllwudmt,'addedclnlr&n!on,whobe-
teehnldlninlheﬂtﬂa.

Merry Christmas

in April?

No, but we want you to
know that we have already
meade big plans for next
Christmas. English Gardens
will show THE MOST ar-
tificial trees seen znywhere.
in addition to trims, orna-
ments, lights, wreaths .
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In Addition To Our Everyday Advice . . .
These Well-Known Professionals Will Be At
[English Gardens During The Grand Opening To
Assist You With Lawn, Gardening Problems.

Friday, Apeil 18, 10 to 2

radio end seen him
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V. His discussions Friday will be:
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Ask For Free

Landscaping Plans
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