Buckle up—commission predicts

Oakland County roads will become
rougher and are likely to seem a great
deal narrower in the very near future.

“After this year, we simply won't
have enough money to resurface, re-
gravel, pave, widen intersections and
add new lanes at the usual annual
pace,” said John L. Grubba, managing
director of the Oakland County Road
Commission,

Gurbba issued the warning last week
as he submitted the results of a year-
long study to the Board of Oakland
County Road Commissioners. The
study includes a projection of revenues
and expenses for the next three years.

“Maintenance programs, such as
road grading, chuckhole patching, and
snow and ice control, will require
steadily increasing amounts of money
because of inflationary cost pressures,”
Grubba said.

‘The study projects that maintenance
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costs will increase from $13.1 million
in 1980 to $14.3 million in 1981, to $15.5
million in 1982 and to $16.9 million in
1983.

Similar cost increases are projected
for existing levels of traffic services
(slgn, slgnal pavement marking and
guardrail maintenance), other service
programs and overhead.

‘The Grubba report predict revenues
will decrease sharply, from $44.1 mil-
lion in 1981 to $40.5 million in 1982 and
to $38.7 million in 1983.

Sharpest revenue declines will occur
in matching funds for construction-
type road improvements. There will
not be sufficient basic road commission
revenue to attract such matching
funds. The agency’s basic revenues are
the state-collected gas and weight tax-
es. The report said that each $1 of gas
and weight taxes that can be put into
construction attracts an additional

$1.50 of other matching funds for con-
struction projects.

The proposed construction program
included in the study projects a drastic
fall of in gas and weight tax revenues
available for construction over the
three-year period 1981-83. In 1981, $6.5
million of gas and weight tax money is
expected to be available for construc-
tion, enough to attract $13 million of
matching funds. However, in 1982, ba-
sic revenue for construction will fall to
$3.2 million and result in only $8.7 mil-
lion in matching funds. In 1983, basic
revenues for construction dip to $1.7
million and attract only $6.1 million of
matching funds.

This is a “two-year net reduction of
$19.4 million in road improvements,”
the report notes.

“Maintenance now becomes the
larest single expenditure item. . . By
1983, it will take virtvally all of the
(road commission’s share of state gas
and weight taxes) to finance the pres-
ent level of service — without provi-
sions for the construction program,”
the report said.

Grubba noted that the gas and
weight tax revenue is expected to in-
crease by less than 1 percent annually
between 1981 and 1983. Costs are ex-
pected to increase an average of 15 to
20 percent over the same period with-
out increased personnel.

State transportation officials are ex-
pected to propose that the “fixed” gas
tax, now 11 cents per gallon, be pegged
to a percentage of the wholesale price
of gas. The proposal may not be coasid-
ered by the state Legislature until next
year.

A similar revenue mcreasmg propos-
al basing vehicle fees on
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a bumpy future

crease their financial support of county
road improvements.”

‘This source has long been recognized
as one of the most underutilized, said
Grubba. “There is not now a county-
wide tax for roads, and under current
statutes, it's unlikely there ever will
be,” be said. “Only four of 23 townships
levy a local road tax.

“What funding does come from these
local sources is in the form of contribu-
tions decided by governing boards
based on local priorities and availabili-
ty of local funds that can be used for
roads. In the case of the Board or Coun-
ty C roads cannot be

purchase value rather than a cars
weight is also expected.

By 1983 employees in construction-
related departments “normal attrition
could be used as one method of han-
dling some of the reductions,” Grubba
said.

The road commission’s finanicial
planning group, which has written a
three-year financial plan, recommend-
ed immediate efforts to encourage
county and local communities “to in-
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Philip Power, chairman of Subur-
bar Communications Corp, has been
appointed special consultant to the
U.S. delegation to the UNESCO Inter-
governmental planning group cur-
rently meeting in Paris.

The group will discuss freedom of
the press world-wide, an issue expect-
ed to be taken up by the UNESCO
general conference this fall.

“This is serious stuff,” Power said,
“What is at issue is nothing less than
free access by Western news media to
events and people around the world,

Power named to U.N. group

with the freedom to file stories with-
out government direction or censor-
ship.

“My job in Paris will be to repre-
sent the views of the American news
community and to try to make sure
we don’t bend too far backward in
trying to work out a diplomatic com-
promise and thereby compromise
press freedom.”

Power was named to the group by
George Dalley, deputy assistant Sec-
retary of State for International Or-
ganizational Affairs.
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funded with the county’s share of prop-
erty taxes,”

Also last week, the state transporta-
tion department announced it would
drastically curtail scheduled highway
projects statewide due to a $150 mil-
lion cutback in federal funds.

‘The cuts by the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration will affect state road proj-
ects scheduled for contract and bidding
between May and Oct. 1. Federal funds
cover more than 75 percent of highway
project costs.

Hundreds of state highway projects
scheduled for bid lettings this year will
be delayed at least a year,

‘Big Business Day’
to mock corporations

A mock trial of a major chemical
company, a mock corporation board of
directors meeting and “corporate hall
of shame” awards will be featured at a
meeting marking “Big Business Day.”

The meeting is at 7 p.m. tonight
(Thursday) at Local 876, United Food
and Commercial Workers' Hall, 876
Horace Brown Drive (I-75 and 13 Mile
Road), in Madison Heights.

Big Business Day, organized by a co-
alition of labor unions, consumer and
senior citizen groups, is a national day
of protest against corporate power
abuses.

e 21 participating groups in Michi-
gan'include the Southfield-based Michi-
gan Citizens Lobby, the Gray Panthers,
the UAW and International Association
of Machinists.

Fay Gates, co-director of the Michi-
gan Citizens Lobby, said letters were
sent to 15 corporation executives re-

questing their presence at the meeting |
to receive a possible “hall of shame”
award. .
“We don’t expect too many in atten- |
dance, however,” she said. R

In Washington D.C. Thursday, nation- -
al sponsors of the protest plan to intro-
duce the “corporate democracy act” tn
Congress.

Sierra show
features slides

A slide show on proposed Michigan
wilderness areas will be shown at the
general membership meeting of the:
Detroit area Sierra Club, 7:30 am.:
April 24.

The meeting will be at the Northwest

§Unitarian Universalist Church, 23925
Northwestern Highway, Southfield.
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Jimmies Rustics has extensive lines of the
finest in name brand patio groupings. Choose
from vinyl strap groupings by Tropitone,
Woodard, Telescope, and Scullini; Textaline
covered furniture from Samsonite, Bright,
and Finkel; Meadowcraft Wrought Iron; Van-
dycraft Redwood and Calder Wolmanized

A wide selection of seating groups, umb:ella‘s
and replacement cushions are also on display.
So stay at home this summer and enjoy your
patio with furnishings from Jimmies Rustics.
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