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A photo of windmill and tulips in Holland, Mich., .

is well composed because the windmill is net

pléced dead center and the lines of the tree branch-
es lead the eye to the subject. ~
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Stop! Look at picture

A few weeks ago, we discussed the
value of impact in your photographs
and how impact can make the differ-
ence between ho-hum pictures and that
shot that draws everyone's attention.

One of your best tools to add re-
quired impact to your photographs is
good composition. Composition can be
thought of as the effective placement
of the main subject and supporting ele-
ments in the picture. Elimination of un-
necessary and unwanted details in a

LIST) BELOW are some basic
guidelines to help you plan and obtain
good composition:

o Vertical vs. horizontal — Most
cameras produce a nega-

doors. Or shoot from a high angle to de-

emphasize the sky on an overcast day.
Consider the horizon line, too. A low

horizon line in your picture accentuates

tive and a resulting rectangular print.
Always fit the picture to your subject.
People and trees, for example, go up
and down, so most often a vertical
composition should be used. Horizons
go sideways, so a horizontal format
would be appropriate.

also are good

‘The next time you look through your
camera and are about to push the
shutter, stop! Yes, stop and take a real-
ly good, long look.

Examine your subject. Is there a tree
growing out of Aunt Sylvia’s head?
Have you placed her in a dynamically
strong part, of the frame? Look at all
four corners of the viwfinder. Is there
something there, perhaps distracting,
that doesn’t belong?

Good composition begins with a solid
look through the camera and a deter-
mination of what you, the photogra-
pher, want to record on the film in the
most effective way.

« Subject — Avoid plac-
ing the main subject smack in the mid-
dle of the picture. As you are looking
through the 'viewfinder, imagine two
horizontal lines and two vertical lines
splitting the frame into nine equal
parts. You'll notice that these imagi-
nary lines, if real, would intersect at
four points.

Placing your main subject near one
of these intersecting points adds inter-
est and a dynamic quality to your pic-
ture.

« Select the best camera position —
Take a moment and study your subject
to decide the best angle to shoot from.
A low angle provides an uncluttered
sky background when shooting out-

! P y with white,
fluffy clouds against a blue sky. Use a
high horizon line to suggest closeness.
Above all, think, and plan out your pho-
tograph. ¢ .

» Use “lead-in” lines — The lines ina
picture should lead attention toward
the subject, not away from it. You can
find such lines in almost all pictures.
They can be roads, streams, fences,
shadows, even parts of a building. Se-"
lect a camera viewpoint to take advan-
tage of these natural lines to effective-
ly direct attention into the picture.

In essence, composition is the selec-
tion and arrangement of objects in_
your camera’s viewfinder. Taking that-
extra long look and thinking about good ™
composition will give your photographs
more excitement and certainly more.
impact. .

Monte Nagler is an area business-
man and president of the Greater
Detroit Camera Club Council. Send
your questions to him at 6916 Alder-
ly Way, West Bloomfield.

Some yesterdays make up for lost tomorrows

“Tomorrow never was a day. All we have is
yesterday.”

Poetry was a secret my father kept hidden
among his music sheets. Perhaps it was meant to
be. When I found the poem containing the above
lines, everything was yesterday.

Although Mom served quotations as a main
course with every meal, I didn't digest the message
until I was forced to learn from experience.

I had been married five years and busily occupied

| Jocelyn
™« Krieger

with small children when Daddy Karen
Dwyer, my dearest childhood friend, had been ad-
mitted to University Hospital in Ann Arbor with
what the doctors termed acute anemia. .

Despite Daddy’s frequent phone calls to remind
me, two weeks passed before I suggested to my
hushand we drive to Ann Arbor the following Sun-
day to visit Karen, whose condition was now de-
seribed as “serious.” .

That Sunday morning over breakfast coffee, I
scanned the morning paper. Somehow my eyes fell
on the death notices.

“Karen Dwyer.” My best friend had died the day
before. Yesterday.

DADDY NEVER said “I told you so.” He only
said, “Don’t ever take tomorrow for granted, espe-
cially when someone is ill.”

He practiced that lesson. During his last year
when he felt his heart condition was deteriorating,
he began hiding notes in various places around the
house.

‘When he was no longer alive to say the words, my
mother would find a note reading, “I love you,
Opal.” 4

1 relished the sweetness of every second during
the last year. In May, Daddy wanted to go on a
picnic for Mother’s Day and we arrived at Metro-

politan Beach only to find the picnic tables still in
storage.

we ate our in the car,
squeezed door-to-deor with six kids, shivering with
every bite but laughing.

HIS 69TH BIRTHDAY was in August and [ in-
sisted on a party, although his health didn’t lend
itself to the mood.

The cake was too special for a bakery to prepare,
so I baked it, topping it with a picture of a little girl
inscribed: “You are my happiness.”

There were balloons, noisemakers and paper
hats. The last picture I have of Daddy was taken at
this party, surrounded by his family, garbed in his
bathrobe and party hat.

Just as the words of “September Song” remind us
— “the days grow short when you reach Septem-
ber” — they did.

One unforgettable afternoon, I felt an uncontroll-

able urgency building within me. So I took Daddy on .

a three-hour car ride.
Tdrove to all the places I remembered him taking
me as a child, Belle Isle, Lake-Shore Drive. I still

see him watching the sailboats festooning the lake.

We completed the tour at RenCen, which Daddy
had never seen. Since I wanted him to experience
the magnificence of the Plaza Hotel lobhy, I drove
onto the sidewalk to enable him a better views. I
would have found a way to package the world to
give him on a sterling platter if Daddy wanted.

WEEKS LATER, I escorted my parents to an
airplane seat as they began their journey in a last
attempt to find doctors to save Daddy’s dwindling
life. Placing his hands on my shoulders, Daddy-
hugged me tightly.

“You've been a wonderful daughter. I love you
very much.”

Those were the last words I ever heard my father
speak. Yet nothing was left unspoken. Nothing left
undone. If Daddy were to stand before me today, I
would simply say, “I missed you, Daddy.” .

‘We never needed tomorrow.

The writer is a Southfield resident, music
teacher and actress in broadcast commercials.
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ATRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC

The finest keyboard products available!
® Baldwin pianos & organs @ Young Chang grands &
@ Hammond & Allen consol
argans .
@ Marantz-Pianocorder
“memory” pianos
Rochester at 1449 N. Roch. Rd. 652-8238
Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, M1 7-1177
K Also, Detroit & Dearborn

es
* @ Sahatbil harpsichords
@ Select used instruments
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| s > . “Oil heat users:
P CONVERT TO GAS AND

SAVE 50%

|AND MORE ON YOUR
FUEL BILLS.”

o

Kast doesn't make idle
promises. Actual experi-
ence has shown that oil
users save at least 50% on
their fuel bills when they
convert 1o 8 gas fumnace.
And chances are that Kast's
heating speclalists can save
you even more when we
custom-design a new
Lennox system to your
home's specific needs. Call
today forano-cost’
professional in-home inter-
view and needs analysls,

FREE! 57 oy aute:
matic set-back thermostat

as an extra energy saver
with your new comfort

LENNOY
system from Kast. Offe i

r .
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: '580S. Telegraph ~
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THE JOYS OF LASTING
YOUTHFULNESS

7O LIVE LONGER, BETTER, YOUNGER AND

ORE VITALLY, 'MANY THOUSANDS OF
MIDDLE AND SENIOR YEARED AMERICANS
HAVE TAKEN THE AMAZING REVITALISING
VACATION.

THE TWO WEEK ROMANIAN TOUR IN-
CLUDES THE ASTONISHINGLY EFFECTIVE
| AEJUVENATION TREATMENT AT THE A

EVELOPER = OF -
QEROVITAL _ GH3, THE ROMANIAN
“MIRACLE" REJUVENATION TREATMENT:

BANNED IN THE U.S.A. ENDORSED IN 22
OTHER COUNTRIES, WITH A 25 YEAR HIS-"
TORY AND OVER 100,000 TREATED, GH3
CLEARLY SEEMS TO BERESPONSIBLEFOR
THE GRATIFYING, CONTINUING EXPER-
IENCE OF WELLNE L

T IATIC YOUTHFUL
CHANGES IN OUTLOOK. MANNER AND
APPEARANCE THAT FOLLOW.
INCLUDEB N THIS TRANSFORMATION
TOUR PACKAGE ARE ALL TRANSPORTA-
TIONS, MEALS, DELUXE ACGCOMMODA-
TIONS, BUCHAREST AREA SIGHTSEEING
AND THE GEROVITAL GH3 TREATMENT.
FURTHER OPTIONAL TRAVEL AND ENTER:
TAINMENTS ARE AVAILABLE.
TRANSFORM THE
CHARACTER AND QUALITY
OF YOUR LIFE..CONTACT

VITAL TOURS

17432 WOODWARD AVE., DETROIT, M1 48083

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION
YOUTHFULNESS I8 NOT WASTED...
THE SECOND TiME

FOR_YOU

N se=

DENMARK

Look for our New Pricing System. All furniture retail prices have
been reduced approximately 18% due to high volume buying.

Besides these low retail prices, our Aprit Sale enables you fo
make purchases before the May Scandinavian Fumiture Fair
price increases, ulfimately saving 8-15%.

SAVE 15% on all stock and special orders. .
SAVE 10% on any itemin ourArt & Lamp Gallery (Main Showroom).
SAVE 15%-50% on selected floor samples and Red Tag Specidls.

Main Showroom:
West Bloomfield
3325 Orchard Lake Rd.
Keego Harbor. Mt 48033
626-0031

Mon., Thurs., Frl. 10:00-9:00. Tues., Sat: 10:00-5:30. Sunday 12:00-5:00. Closed Wednesday.
Interlor Design Service Available at Maln Showroom Only.
Art & Lamp Gallery at Main Showroom Only.

brasch
interiors, inc.

Troy (In Long Lake Piaza)
1061 E. Long Lake Rd.
Troy, MI 48098

528-9050




