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Woman recalls childhood spen»t hiding from the Nazis

By JUDITH BERNE
“Irene Einhorn revels in

the fact of being “a typi-.

cal, normal- - housewife
and mother.”

The West Bloomfield
resident is reluctant to

work while her children-

— Derek, 8, and Erin, 7
— are young. She is-also
hesitant to leave them
with baby-sitters for an
evening out and will only
take a trip if her in-laws
can stay with them.

Overprotective? A
waste of a Wayne State
University graduate?
Maybe so.

But also understand-
able. Mrs. Einhorn is a

product of the Holocaust. .

This past weekend was
designated to remember
the Holocaust by Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter. Ser-
mons in churches and sy-
nogogues throughout the
country dealt with the pe-

riod of world trauma. It |

was recalled in the me-
dia.

Mrs. Einhorn agrees it

should not be forgotten
by the world. But she
finds the subject ex-
tremely painful and
avoids reading or viewing
anything related to it.
. “I don’t watch anything
like that. It is too fright-
ening to me. All my life
T've heard these horrible
stories. I've just had
enough of them. I know
people have to remem-
ber. But Idon't.

“I listened to my step-
mother scream in the
night. She still screams in
the night.”

BORN IN Bedzin, Po-
land - in 1942, Mrs.
Einhorn's birth was kept
a secret, she explains,
“The Germans had ‘no
need for infants. When I
cried, they’d put a pillow
over my face.”

As a baby she was left
alone during the day
while her father and

mother left the ghetto to .

perform work for the
Germans. By the time she
was becoming mobile —
around six months — her
parents determined it
was too difficult to keep

her identity secret. Her
father found a Christian
family willing to keep her
and another to keep her
baby cdusin.

Her father paid the
families and promised
them the apartment and
factory he once owned
before the war would be
theirs when the war was
over.

“This baby cousin of
mine was killed,” Mrs.
Einhorn says. She was
traveling on a bus with
her foster mother when
the passengers began
pointing the baby out as
“a Jewish child.”

The woman became so
frightened she abandoned
the baby on the bus, Later
reparts were that she was
killed.

Mrs. Einhorn is grate-
ful that she received good
care. As the Germans
pressed harder, she was
sent out of the city by her
foster " family to their

s farm. '

1o join his brothers in the
United States.

“A“Iot of people got
help through Jewish So-
clal Services,” says Mrs.
Einhorn. “He is a proud
man. He didn’t want any
charity.”

This country wasn't al-
lowing any more eastern
Europeans in, Mrs.
Einhorn said. But access
from northern Europe
was still open. So, leaving
his small daughter m an
orphanage, he headed for
Sweden.

He returned for Mrs.
Einhorn when he had se-
cured a job. In the mean-
time, it became more and
more difficult to get into
the United States.

Needing to work, he
placed Mrs. Einhorn with
a Jewish foster family in
Sweden ~— with whom
she remained for nearly
four years. Even after
her father married anoth-
er Polish survivor, they
i she should

“I was fairly light com-
plected,” the freckled red
head said. “People appar-
enlly dxdn‘! suspect that
much.’

HER PARENTS were

eventually rounded up
and sent by boxear to one
of the concentration
camps.
But her father, con-
vinced that arrival at the
camp meant certain
death, was determined to
escape. He attempted to
persuade his 21-year-old
wife to join him in jump-
ing through a narrow
train window, but she
‘was too frightened.

He got away. His wife
‘was killed.

“Because he had me,
he had to risk it," Mrs,
Einhorn recounts. “They
shot after him, but didn't
stop the train. He just hid
out in the fields, eating
grass and whatever he
could find, until the liber-
ation. Then he came to
get me.”

Her father gave any-
thing e still had to the
family which had cared
for his daughter.

‘Then without money or
food, he looked for a way

stay in the foster home
while they both worked to
earn their passage.

“T got very attached to
my foster parents,” Mrs,
Einhorn says. She de-
scribes the father as a
wonderful, open man who
took her everywhere with
him. “He was warm and
loveable. My father was
withdrawn. I only got to
see him on Saturdays."”

SO WHEN it came
time to travel to leave
the foster family and
travel with “her father
and stepmother to the
United States, “it was the
most traumatic time of
my life,” she describes,

All through her child-
hood, “everytime my fa-
ther came to get me I
screamed. He took me
away from places where
1 was comfortable. Intel-
lectually I know what he
tried to do. But emotion-
ally I couldn't deal with

OU prof leads

water study

Paul Tomboulian of Rochester has been named
chairman of a regional task force studying ground-
water contamination in southeast Michigan.

Tomboulian heads the chemistry department at

Oakland University.

A member of the Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments' Areawide Water Quality Board,
‘Tomboulian was named by the board to lead the

special task force.

The water quality board monitors water prob-
lems in a seven county area, including Oakland,

Wayne and Macomb.

The task force plans to establish regional priori-
ties for cleamug up contaminated groundwater

- sites.

Late last year, the Michigan Department of Nat-
ural'Resources listed 268 sites of known groundwa-
ter contamination in the state, including 36 in
southeast Michigan. A number of landfills state-
wide have been storage and dumping areas for tox-

ic chemicals.
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it. I’s kind of tainted our
relationship through the
years.”

Mrs. Eishorn left Po-
land speaking fluent Pol-
ish.and lived in Sweden.
‘When she left Sweden for
America “nobody ever
spoke Swedish to me
again. My parents spoke

Yiddish. Within a month,
T was speaking English. I
guess I'm very  adapi-
able.”

For her father, Ameri-
ca's streets were never
paved with gold. A tool
and die maker, he worked
in Detroit shops supply-
ing the auto industry.

When times were bad, he
was laid off.

Mrs. Einhorn, who de-
scribes herself as “very
strong willed,” never
worked up the relation-
ship with him she would
have liked.

Now, retired to Atlan-
ta, Mrs. Einhorn de-

scribes her dad as “happi-
er than he has ever been
in his life.” She hopes she
can gain courage to" ask
him more about her real
mother, of whom she has
not even a picture.

“I keep thinking some-
day Tll meet someone
who knew her. It’s some

pan of you that's miss-

ng.

“It's just a complete
blank. All T know is what
my father told me. But he
doesn't talk about it very
much. I know nothing
about her family. I'm the
sole survivor as far as I
know.”
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WHAT'S SO SPECIAL AT IGA?

“Maples 3”0 3" cal

K]LMER’S LANDSCAPE SUPPLE CENTER
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The Store with a Smile

They may not be covered
under the homeawners
policy you have Aow.

Valuobles like furs, siver-
‘ware and musical instru-
‘menls deserve, and ofien
tequie, exira coverage.
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your homeowners policy
fosee il your valyables are
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