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Louise Snider

Robbie Benson plays a part-time cab driver chased by an
assortment of oddball characters in “Die Laughing.” New-
comer Linda Grovenor is his girlfriend and Monkey-Do,
atop Benson's head, is the cause of the murder and may-
hem.

Laughs missing
in ‘Die Laughing’,
comedy-thriller

"Die Laughing” (PG)? Hardly. A misnamed movie when you
consider that it's hard to even find a chuckle lurking anywhere
between the first and last reel.

‘This is 2 movie for a totally passive audience (trained on televi-
sion) or those who harbor some special affection for the male lead,
Robby Benson — his mother, maybe.

Robby was not bad in “One on One.” But “not bad” is asking too
much of “Die Laughing,” where acting is only one ameng several
meager talents which Benson lends to the film. He also surfaces as
co-producer, co-writer and composer of the movie's three almost
mediocre songs.

From the disjointed look of this feature, you wouldn't think that
one person had so much overall responsibility. In fact, you might
not only assume different persons with different production ideas,
but you might suspect that the film editor and the director were
working from different scripts.

SOMEONE SEEMS to think that by repeated cross-cutting be-
tween various ludicrous scenes, the result would be a snappy,
suspenseful movie. It isn't. The resultis a jurnble which cannot be
compensated by Benson's “cuteness.”

The plot centérs about a chase. Russian agents and the police
are after Benson. He is the innocent bystander involved in foul
play (like a male Goldie Hawn).

When a passenger is shot in his taxi, he panics and runs away.
First, however, he picks up the murder weapon and makes a spec-
tacle of himself as he stands over the victim and waves the gun
around. This assures that the police will be hunting him.

But why the Russians, you ask? Simple. Because Benson took a
box that the murdered man, a famous scientist, was carrying, The
box contains a monkey programmed to punch out on a computer a
formula for converting nuclear waste to weapons-grade ore. (Have
the ecologists heard about this recycling program?)

To complicate matters further, and to try and hold the interest
of a teenage audience, Benson is not just a cab driver but a singer
and composer who heads up his own small group which is in the
throes of a music contest.

‘THE SONGS he wirites for the group are real zingers like “Mr.
Weisman’s Barber Shop.” For some reason, this propels them into
the finals of the contest. Imagine the scrambling as the hero tries
to evade his pursuers and still show up far performances on time.

Oh, yes. Forgot to mention. The police and the Russians aren’t
the only ones chasing him. Benson and his monkey are also the
object of a demented computer expert who wants the monkey so
he can blackmail world powers.

Well, that's it in a banana peel. Less of Robby Benson and more
of the monkey might have helped this movie, but I doubt it.

"life in the Orion Pictures release.

An aspiring rock musician is another side'of Benson’s

Pecarl’s
Garden

the Finestin Chinese
& American Cuisine

469 S Woodward, B’ham.
644-2913

Mon-Thurs 11-10p,m.

1p.m.+Sun. 12-10p.m.

(Gl mt TOWN
= Meadow
G Brook Thcutnz

*Fri. 11-11p.m,

rin, gmrdnwn ® artie
® curth, wind and fire » art-blakey e donald byrd

e’ e [oUr tops o g
aller @ churlie b
{is vonner @ b

GUEST ARTISTS OF THE WEEK
CHUCK MANGIONE

&F HELD OVER TIL MAY 25th!

kson ® lorez alexandria @ billy taylor & m

KAUFMAN & HART'S ZANY FAMILY COMEDY

“YOU CAN'T TAKE
IT WITH YOU”

Best Seats for Week of May 20th

377'3300 Elrudsons

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE IS A CULTURAL
FUNCTION OF OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
ON THE CAMPUS IN ROCHESTER

my smith e clark terfry ¢
sork e iames mo,

£ TAUSTED bt m wbe
The Finest
in |
Keyhoard |
Inatruments.
Balgwin
rarca [[[F] ooe
HAMMOND-A!.LEN
Punu wd Otglnl

PRIVATE & GROUP'
LESSONS -

Bérmingham, 1010 K. Hunter
647-1177

Mini-Vacations. Minutes Away.

Need to get away from it all?
And SAVE GAS, jump into
your car and drive to the
Northfield Hilton for a super”
weekend fling at an un-super
little price. Go ahead - spoil
yourself. You deserve it.

UNWINDER

- Luxurious room
Cncktail in Hurley's,

HONEYMOONING

- Luxurious room

- Bottie of champagne

- Entertainment and
dancing in Hurley’s

* Indoor pool and saunas
+ Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works (or room
service)

"+ Free parking

- $55 per couple

DINE OUT
TONIGHT

oul y lounge
w:th nightly entertainment
and dancing on a stainless
steel dance floor

* Afl-season indoor pocl

+ Saunas

+ Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works {or room
service)
- Free parking
+ $29.80 per person,
double occupancy

Tips and taxes are included!
Call 879-2100 for color
brochures on our

Unwinder and Honey-
mooning packages.

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75
Troy, Michigan 48098
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A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all

business, sports, and educational

This weekend
taste the luxury of
Sheraton-Southfield

County.

644-1400

Ringsley Jun

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills .

) for almost half the
regulear price.

live entertainment at our ever popular
‘“Yesterdays.”

Only $35.00 a day to experience all the

564-5144 service and quality our hotel is famous

1t’s an extraordinary
entree served for two.
Acenter cut of beef
tenderloin amid a
bouqueticre of
vegetables, Sauce
Bearnaise. Carved

at your table.

But like a

vintage wine,
Chateaubriand

is at its best

Chateaybriand
ispotafine wine.

This special weekend rate applies to
1 single or double occu-

for. And for $10.00 more you can have
an adjoifiing room for your

kids under 18. The lux- DON'T MISS LIST pancy, Friday through
urious accommodations HENRY FORD MUSEUM® Sunday, for up to four
and elegant surroundings people per room.

Reserve a guest room for
yourself or for out-of-town
visitors. And get a taste of
Sheraton-Southfield at
about half the regular price.
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