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My name is Bongo and I brin
1 along .
1 @ bunch of bananas to you
H with a song.
Ising'and I dance
and I.monkey around
and pass out this tropical fruit
by the pound.

If the whole world is a stage,
somebody’s got to be the gorilla, of
courséx .

So along come Mike Donley dnd
John Leabu, two guys who play the
part of- Bongo the Gorilla to the hilt.

For $20, they'll gladly provide the
highlight of anyone’s day. One of
them plays the gorilla and the other
is the trainer, complete with whip
and chain.

In the month they've been flirting

from throwing bananas at a barten-
der for his birthday to singing an
apologetic song for a woman who
got into a fight with her boss.

They were hired to throw a cream
pie in the face of one guy. The vic-
tim ducked to miss the pie but was
such a good sport that he picked it
up and threw it in his own face.

“Women will run down the hall
and lock thermselves in the bath-
room,” Donley says.

“But older women have a tenden-
¢y to hug you,” adds Leabu. “There’s

Beiieath all.this is a guy named John Leabu, one of two people who
plays Bongo the Gorilla for fun and profir. (Staff photo by Art Emanu-

Ape for hire

Talking gorilla makes a hit

with evolution, the jobs have varied

something about this furry creature
they like.”

They say their strangest assign-
ment was to show up at a party ina
large house in Birmingham.

“Bongo goes up to the door and
rings the bell,” Leabu says. “It's this
big mansion. The door opens and
thousands of flashbulbs are blinding
me. People are standing around
sipping cocktails. Very dignified.

“I asked where the banana nut
bread is.”

THIS ALL GOT started when
Donley, who runs a gag store in Tay-
lor, moticed the big interest in cos-
tumes for Halloween. For bookings,
Bongo is reached at 287-4890.

“Everybody wants a laugh,” Don-
ley says. “I never expected to go
this big.”

The duo is planning to expand to
include a couple other characters —
Spiderman, for instance — and to do
free charity appearances.

It brings out the ham in them. A
mild-mannered, relatively normal
guy puts on a gorilla suit and Bongo
is born. He grunts,-hops up and
down, and generally acts like a go-
rilla.

“My wife has pointed out to me,”
Leabu says, “that actually it’s an
improvement in my personality.”

Barbershop chapters
join for spectacular

‘The Clarkston and /Dray-
ton Rotary clubs will sponsor, in asso-
ciation with the Southeast Michigan

Barberskop Chapters of SPEBSQSA, concerts
Inc, a Festi-
val from 8-11 p.m. Saturday, May 24,
at Pine Knob. -
The gvent will feature award-win- Book of Records.

nisg quartets and choruses, such as the
Clissic Collection. Also appearing on
stgge will be district champions Great
Lakes Express and the comedy quartet
$chitzophonics.

A mass chorus presentation wilt seta
wrld record for the number of singers
on'a stage at any one time — and as
such wiil be entered in the Guiness

Advance tickets are available from
Clarkston and Waterford/Drayton Ro-
tarians, members of the Southeast
Michigan Barbershop Chapters of

'SPEBSQSA Inc., or Hudson’s at North-

land, Oakland and Pontiac malls.
Various charities annually supported
by the sponsors will benefit. Tickets

. will be available at the gate.

- Players

Hope all goes well with your pro-

get best wishes from a pro

duction — hest wishes to you and the
entire cast,” wrote William Hutt, direc-
tor of the Stratford production of “Tar-
tuffe” .

His comments were in a recent letter
sent to Dee Dwelley, director of the fi-
nal offering of the Birmingham Village
Players 57th season.

“Tartuffe,” a comedy by French
playwright Moliere, will feature sets
designed by Dave Zeese and.Don Nagel
of the players.

The play will open at 8:30 p.m. May §
at the playhouse on Chestnut Street at
Hunter Boulevard in Birmingham.
Other -performances will be at 8:30

theater

p.m. May 10, 16, 17, and 7:30 p.m. May
1.

Reservations and ticket information
are available from Rita Gray, ticket
chairperson, at 644-2075.

TARTUFFE, a rascally con-artist
who first ingratiates himself into a
proud family and then proceeds to
swindle them; is played by Dike Dwel-
ley, husband of the director.

Veteran players in the cast include

Boris Sellers as Orgon, Harriet Fox as
Madame Pernelle, Barbara Underwood
as Dorine and John Unruh as Valere.

Still other familiar faces include
Kim Cooke as Damis, Dana Clough as

-Mariane, Barbara Elpern as Elmire,
Larry Sweet as Cleanthe and Amy
Worrell as Flipote. Supporting roles
will be taken by Sid Britton, Vince
Dunne and Joe Minella.

The story of “Tartuffe” is well
known to theatergoers who love French
farce. Originally commissioned by Lou-

*. is XIV, the play was X-rated in its own
time. Because it was a scathing attack
on religious hypocrisy, it could not be
performed publicly until five years af-
ter it was written.

‘The plot concerns Tartuffe, a fast-
talking swindler, who has wormed his
way into the confidence of Orgon, a
wealthy businessman. Orgon believes
him to be a fountainhead of piety and
honesty.

By degrees Tartuffe dominates the
household, living on Orgon's money,
running the affairs of everyene else in
the family and even making advances
to Orgon's wife.

Orgon is completely captivated by
him, even though other members of the
household see right through his antics.
Not untill the end of the play, after a
series of hilarious and unexpected
events, does Orgon finally realize what
asitting duck he has been.
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V] ALL SEAFOOD FRESH DAILY
APRIL SPECIALS
teak and

The World's Best

Moot 1AM
Sasem

ing:Crab Legs *7°%|,

\ 2, BB-0 Baby Back Ribs5°®
Frash Lake Perch '5'?
. Abave prices include
camplele dinner
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{ Tuesday Night is
Inflation Fighter
Night
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$6.64
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RELAX with a spacious comfortable
room, indoor heated pool, sauna and
jacuzzi 3
SHOP at the Briarwood Mall. Over 90
specialty shops, 3 major stores, 4
theatres and more.

DINING and cocktails at Mantels.
Turn of the century casual elegance,
extensive menu selection, fabulous
Sunday Brunch.

SPECIAL WEEKEND
DOUBLE OCCURANCY RATES

= TeBRIARWOOD HILTON

State Rd. at I-94
Ann Arbor

' 761-7800

at 1p.m.

OPEN MOTHER’S DAY

3315 Auburn Road

Allthelobster
and other seafood
delicacies youcaneat, -
Friday everings at the

Reservations required
$1995,allages.

'iwi-ﬁhonlm

Mapls Road at Stephenson"Hwy.
) , Extension 1495
Fri., 10AM - Noon and 2PM - 4PM

Call {313} 583
Mon. -

Between Adams & Opdyke Rd.
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‘THE BEATLES
 ARE BACK! |
John! * Paull -

\ George! Ringo!

. he
}, Bes ho2 :
(T “At-the Top of thé: Hour, from-the Top of The:.|
;Tower, hear the music of John, Paul, George,
. and Ringo. And throughout the'day. hear-their*
story, he Beatles ... -from Liverpoo! to
. Legend", following the group from its early.
-..-days to solo arfists. T :

For. The,Greatélsl.Hi(s of All.Time -.... For. The

Beatles 1
" “Let It Be" TOWER-92 FM!

Hear - their music, hear ‘their story"
Beatles'on TOWER-92'FM. BN

8 " Every Hour - -
" On The Tower

Need to get away from it ali?
And SAVE GAS, jump into
your-car and drive to‘the
Northfield Hilton for a super”
weekend fling at an un-super’
little price. Go ahead - spoil
yourself. You deserveit.

UNWINDER}

* Luxurious room

+ Cocktail irt Hurley's,
our contemporary lounge
with nightly entertainment.
and danéing on a'stainless.

I Mini-Vécations. Minutes Away.

dancing in

Call 878-2100

HONEYMOONING
+ Luxurious room

- Bottle of champagne

- Entertainment and

- Indoor pool and saunas
- Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works (or room

+ Free parking

- $55 per couple

Tips and taxes are included!

Hurley's

sarvice)

for color

Detroit’s Only

Country Music Station

- Best One Too!

Steel dance floor
.~ All-season indoor pool
;+ Saunas )

brochures on our
Unwinder and Honey-

Take it from Deano Day and the
entire WCXI air staff. WCKXI Radio is

State sports and regular newcasts,
WCKXI is without a doubt the most

* Leisurely iuaakfast in mooning packages. the best country station in town. And entertaining. We've got it all —
“Wicker Works (or room the biggest country station in town sports, news and country music,
Zsarvice) - with 50,000 watts at 1130 AM. m on Detroit’s only country
60 parking ;’%Tgé[dl(?}!:g?;ls When you combine the finest music station. Country,
:_&9 80 per person, Twy,Michiganm country music with Michigan RARDION pure and simple, WCXI.
’ (313)879-2100 PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT: :
Steve Gramaay, Michael Kely. Rongy Price. R. T. Griffin, Bob Burchett, Deano Day

04 E

Zdouble occupancy -




