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I1st family of moto cross prepares to compete

By MARTY BUDNER

The Bigelows just may be the “First
Family” of moto cross racing.

All four sons — Kirk, Kris, Kip and
Kreg — are intensely involved in mo-
torcycle racing. And, their parents —
Dick and Barbara — are their most
avid fans.

The Shelby Township family wiil be .

out en masse at the Pontiac Silverdome
- this weekend for the fifth annual Amer-
ican Motorcycle Association (AMA) Su-
percross  Championships. More than
70,000 people are expected to attend
the popular two-day event, which be-
gins 8 p.m. Saturday and concludes 2
p.m. Sunday.
“We'll have a lot of friends at the
Silverdome watching us, and it will be
a very enthusiastic crowd,” said Kris,
who, at 20, is the second-oldest Bigelow
brother, N
“It’s a lot more fun ridirig in a place
like the Silverdome than it is at a place
. like Daytona Beach (Fla.). In Daytona
the people are just too far away, and
you can’t really hear them. The best
. races are always indoors for the fans
because you can see everything.

And, outdoor racing isn't as physical-
1y demanding as it is indoors,” he said.
“Qutdoor is 40 minutes long. Although
indoor is only 20 minutes, it feels like
you've been riding for 2% hours. In-
door is a lot more physically demand-
ing”

Moto cross is a sport which features
motorcycle racing on a dirt course. The
various snake-like courses consist of

bumps. jumps traps which bounce rid-
ers in trampoline-like fashion.

Kirk, 22, Kris and Kip, 18 — all
graduates of Utica Eisenhower High
School — are rt riders among the
sport’s top 100 compeuwm They are
the first brothers in' AMA moto-cross
h.\story to earn national racing num-

Kxeg, 17 and a senior at Eisenhower,
still competes as an amateur.

KIRK TURNED professional in-
1978, and started his racing career in
the Florida Winter Series, He finished
as'the top novice in that four-race se-
ries, and qualified for Supercross races
in Atlanta and Daytona.

ponsored by Kawasaki Midwest,
Kirk led his qualifying race Jast year at
the Silverdome until the last lap. He
did well enough in 1979 to earn nation-
al number 80. -

Like his older brother, Kris began his
professional racing career at St. Pet-
ersburg, Orlando, Cocoa Beach and
Gainesville — the four cities which
comprise the Florida Winter Series.
Last year was his first full year on the
circuit.

Kris, who owns national number 60,

- is also an established racér in Canada.

He finished second overall in the Mol-
son Series, only one point behind the
leader.

“I really didn't decide until two
years ago that T wanted to, go pro,” said
Kris, who logged more than 16,000
miles over the past four months tra-
velling from race to race.
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“I got a national number 15 ranking
in the 125 class last year, and I got an
expert rating, which is pretty hard’to
get. It's a'very tough and challenging
sport, and you have to keep in shape. I
ride bikes a lot, go to Nautilaus twice a
week and play racquetball to stay in

pe.

“And, you never really think of the
danger involved. When you're watching
it may seem dangerous, but; when
you're in the middie of {the race) you're
concentrating so hard that it's really no
big deal.”

KIP, WHO is currently disabled with
a shoulder injury, is the reigning 125
Champion of Michigan, and has a na-
tional number of 94. Kip and Kris are
both privateer racers, meaning they
ride independent of team — or factory*
— sponsorship.

The youngest Blgelow — Kreg —
races in both the Youth and Amateur
divisions of the AMA. Last year, when
he earned a number four ranking, he

qualified from the Central Region in
the 100 class for the amateur nationals
in Californid.

Kreg plans on turning professional
sometime next year.

“Dad raced in 1971, and we would go
along and watch,” said Kris, in explain-
ing how the brothers started motorcy-
cle racing.

“Then he bought Kirk and I some
mini-bikes, and we wrecked them in
two months, Then he got us moto cross
bikes.

“One year Kirk wanted to start rac-
ing; then I did, and pretty soon we
started beating my dad. Then my dad
quit, and he would take us to different
Scramble events around the state. Then
our little brothers started getting in-
volved in racing, and we've all been
growing with the sport ever since.

“There's no way we could pull out of
it now and sell our equipment,” said
Kris, who earned $3,000 last year in his
first full season on the circuit. “I want
to stay in it asdong as I can. I'm just
starting right now. All I need is the ex-

perience.”

The Silverdome moto cross double-
headers — the largest indoor program
of its kind in the country — are spon-
sored by the Metro Detroit Toyota
Dealers, and presented by the Detroit
Free Press. More than $55,000 in prize
money has been posted for the events.

Bob Hannah, who will not be compet-
iting this year because he broke his leg
in a water skiing accident, has won the
last six Supercross races at the Silver-

lome.

Mike Bell of Lakewood, Calif., Chuck
Sun of Sherwood, Ore., Kent Howerton
of San Antonia, Tex., Mark Barnett of
Bridgeview, IlL, and Jim Gibson of
Orange, Calif. are the top five racers in
the 1980 AMA Supercross Series point
standings.

Tickets for the Supercross are on
sale at J.L. Hudson’s, the Silverdome
and selected motoreycle dealers. Adult
tickets are $10, $8 and $6, and children
under 12 are $4 and $3.

Tickets are $1 more on the days of
the events.

KRIS BIGELOW
Moto cross expert
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‘West_Bloomfield soccer coach Diane
Smith had high hopes for Sue Vodicka
before the season began. So far, the
junior center fullback hasn't dxsay
pointed hér coach.

Vodicka scored three goals last Mon-
day to pace West Bloomfield’s 7-0 vic-
tory over Bleomfield Hills Andover in
the Eastern Conference of the North
Suburban Girls' Soccer League. The
win boosted Smith's Lakers to 2-0 this
season.

Patty Bausano, Kari Eagloski, Wen-
dy Stromberg and Tracy Smith each
scored a goal for the winners. Kelly

Corby assisted on two of the goals. Two
WB goaltenders, Sara Mammoser and
Marianne Cikalo, faced only Andover
shots. The Lakers got off 24 shots.

Earlier, West Bloomfield opened its
season with a 6-0 win over Southfield
High School. Vodicka scored a pair of
goals, and Stromberg, Bausano and
Gaye Stivacetta each added one. Goalie
Mammoser faced only two Southfield
shots.

West Bloomfield plays next on Mon-
day, April 28, at home against South-
field-Lathrup. Game time is 6 p.m.
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Historically, there are certain
investments that perform well even
when the economy heads toward a
recession. In our report “20/20
Recession Outlook,” Bache analysts
comment on 20 stocks and 20 bonds
which we see as attractive in this
interest sensitive environment.

For your free copy just call
the nurnber below or send in
the coupon. N
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Whether you're ready to cut loose or just put
your feet up and take it easy. there’s a speciat
way todoit.

Come to the Bristol P\ace and do exactly
what you want to do (even better—forget about
the things you don’t feel like doing just yet).

We take care of everything afid you simply relax.

Our $42.00 (Friday. Saturday or Sunday)
package includes 1 Night's Deluxe Accommo-

nterviews, business héws.
and more! -

license law, and more.
Two evenings a week, Monday and
Wednesday, 7 p.m. to 10 p.nr., five

Csrllllcale awarded on successful

To enroll or for additional information
call: 476-5901 (brochure on request).
WALKER SCHOOL OF REAL ESTATE
Grand River
Facmington, MI 48024
Licensad by Michigan State
Department of Education
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dation, Double or Single Occupancy, Free
Admission to our nightspot Dr. Livingstone's, use
of our Indoor Pool, Sauna
and Health Club, and Free
Parking. Take advantage of e
our 24-hour room service. Ol
unleash at The Perroquet or
enjoy an “'in-house™” movie
{for a minima! charge). And,
children under 18 may
share their parents’ oom
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favorite personalities. Down-to-
earth, éntenaining Detroit favorites
like Marc Avery from 6 to 10 AM
and Tom Dean from 3 to 7 PM.

' ‘But that's not all—oh no.
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Classified. People lighteris up your day with your WOMC plays your kind of music.

No funk, no punk and no junk. Just
good music—and lots of it. Every-
thing from Bob Dylan to Barbara
Streisand.
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FMI04 today. It's a Detroit oh-riginal!
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