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By CORINNE ABATT

Sometimes Laszlo J. Hetenyi, new
acting dean of Oakland University's
school of the performing arts, must
feel he’s walking aughuope or a bal-

The perfoming aﬂs school has al-
ways been there but until very recent-
ly, it's been inactive, But with the re-
cent appointment of Hetenyi, it’s hav-
ing a rebirth. And in cohversation as he
disclosed -some of his ideas for the
school, he sounded like just the person
to launch the fledgling program and
give it another chance to fly.

‘The tightrope part comes as he ex-
plaines his {deas, as he did in writing,
when he took office. While this state-
ment has not been approved officially,
it does contain his philosophy for the
future of the school.

Outlining how the three areas of
dance, theater and music will eventual-
ly be brought under one academic roof,
Hetenyi said: “It is easier to say what
we cannot do than what we can do. We
cannot try, in the music end, to run a
conservatory on a state school basis in
competition with University of
If we try to buck Ann
‘Arbor head on, we are foolish.”

HE SPOKE with a firsthand knowl-
edge of the University of Michigan. He

woodwind quintet in residence? Maybe
we could emphasize early music or
prepare students for careers in the pop-
ular musle fleld with the help of the
successful Meadow Brook Estate? We
have a fairly strong choral program.
Or might we not try to train musicians
for second-line orchestras rather than
the Phildelphia or Pittsburg symphony
orchestras?

He mentions in his personal view
statement that his thoughts turn to pre-
paring students for some of the less
glamorous jobs in the performing arts
field — directors and choreographers
for regional theaters, with solid back-
ground training in acting, directing, de-
sign, stagecraft and lighting.

These would be degree programs de-
signed to prepare students to teach or
be one of a few paid professionals in
community or regional performing
arts programs.

In his statement he mentions “oft-ne-
glected areas such as play doctoring

(or box office management?). . . .

AT ANOTHER point he said, “We
can, and should, produce solid church
organists, choir directors, public school
and private teachers, music librarians,
etc. We certainly should serve the
many students who seek musical train-
ing for avocational purposes. We may
even produce graduates headed for mu-
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completed his master’s in musicolocy ~Sic management careers.”

there and then taught musie, humani-
ties and philosophy at Michigan State
and later at the University of Florida.
He just recently returned from a sab- formi .

B Y . performing arts school. That means
g:ucal at University of Southern Flori- o, many courses once offered under
: - arts and sciences will be shifted.
In fact, “"cedau tﬂe I.Eg'SI“iu““ and Budgets have to be changed and re-
s:xz:w:;l; aJ:eat:f ;g;‘;gu:en::“:.':e’ evaluated and new degree and non-de-
completed, Hetenyi said he will be Erve tourses w‘f&z“""’d and policies

stressing programs to produce “niches "
But all this is stimulating to the man

of excellence” rather than trying to
buck the giants, whether the University  who was formerly dean of the school of
human and educational services. He

of Michigan, the professional ballet
theater schools or the theater’s Ameri- has a great love of the arts, especially
opera from which he draws many

can Wing.
So if Hetenyi doesn't want to battle quotes. He is also a realist and has a
degree in business administration.

While he is putting down his ideas for
long-range planning, Hetenyi is also
going about the business of building a

Lyna Eby of Pontiac (left) and Chris Ciccone of Rochester were
featured in the April 4 Dance Theatre program which marked lhe
formal opening of Oakland University's school of performing arts.
(Staff photo by David Frank)
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Laszlo Hetenyi thinks the newly reactivated school of performing
arts at Oakland University could serve a need by training specialized
for work in ity and regional arts organizations.

(Staff photo by David Frank)

the world’s major training grounds for
first-rank musicians, dancers and ac-
tors, then where does he want to go?

About the niches of excellence, he
said, “The faculty will have to develop
them, but I do have some hunches.”

He views the cooperative university/
orchestra enterprise, which resulted in
the Pontiac Oakland Symphony, with
great optimism.

He spoke in rhetorical questions,
“What about a string quartet or a
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All of this makes him a practical,
arts-oriented person. And that’s what it
takes to wrestle with budgets, person-
nel problems, students and the per-
forming arts all in one day.

ENERGY.
We can’t afford
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to waste it.

He walks the tightrope easily ~ not
quite sure yet how he will get across to
the other side, but certain that it can be
maneuvered successfully.
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