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Resident defends present curriculum standards

Editor:

Reading the articles in the Farming-
ton Observer on curriculum goals and
mandatory courses brings to mind the

personal battle I have had in my own
mind guiding and directing my two
girls through school.

‘We, as parents, cannot create carbon

Parent questions
school standards

Editor:

Ten years ago we moved here from
New Jersey. My husband was trans-
ferred to Southfield. Not knowing eny
of the areas, we spent a week looking
for a house. The big consideration for
us was where we would find the best
schools for our three children — the
area where they would get the best ed-
ucation.

From all our research, visiting the
schools, talking to principals and teach-
ers, we decided Farmington was one of
the best. All three of our children went
to Larkshire Elementary School. I have
nothing but praise, respect and admira-
tion for Al Lanigan, who did all he
could for our children while they were
there.

All three of our children were top
students throughout elementary school.
Mrs. Buckler at Larkshire had all our
children in sixth grade and prepared
them exceptionally well for junior
high.

The children attended East Junior
High. Bill, the oldest, and Carlene were
lucky, as Gil Henderson was principal.
Mr. Henderson was a very conscien-
tious, hard working man, who knew his

reached ninth grade, the teacher cuts
were in full swing. Mr. Henderson was
moved. We lost a very fine sincere
teacher, Mrs. Dudley.

. NOW WE COME to Farmington
High School. Every year since Bill
started in tenth grade, he is a senior
this year, the Board of Education has
been pinkslipping our good teachers
and leaving our children with a number
of mediocre teachers.

I'm not saying the board has taken
all our good teachers, fortunately it
can’t do that all at one time, but I am
sure going at the same rate the next
five years we'll see Farmington High
School with no teachers for the college
bound student.

It seems to me as a body of people
who supposedly look out for students
education, the board behaves in a very
irresponsible and uncaring maaner to-
wards them. How else do you account
for the loss of Jerry Jacoby, music, Dr.
Edgerton, science, Mrs. Hosman,
French, and the underutilization of
someone as qualified as Joan McKen-
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copies of ourselves. Our children are
each individuals with individual skills
and individual interests.

The only thing as parents and school
officials we can successfully do is guide
the children in the direction of these
talents and interests.

Our goals, both for the standpoint of
home and the standpoint of school
should be to nurture these students to
becoming successful citizens.

We have to ask otrselves the ques-
tion, will more mandatory classes in
math, science and the humanities make
all these students who wouldn’t ordi-
narily be successful, successful? I don't
think so.

Students whose parents have guided
them to a certain goal, I am sure are

taking courses necessary to reach that
goal. The requirements that are in ef-
fect now are adequate for the schools
my girls are planning to attend.

However, the route théy are taking is
one through the business curriculum to
allow themselves a skill to offer to the
outside world the minute they are
handed their high school diploma.

From there they will pursue other in-
terests.

As the classes stand now, without
taking any study halls there still hasn't
been time to take every course. If the
sclence and math requirements were
raised there would be even less time to
take important classes related to busi-
ness and other classes they are inter-
ested in.

Why put this burden on every stu-
denf

The comment in the paper was that
“any moron can fulfill current gradua-
tion requirements.”
“Students can take a study hall each
year and whatever else they desire.”
Our responsibility isn't to push more

Jeanne Fishman
Antigue,
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required subjects down their throats,
but rather increase the intensity of
counseling to those who are 'blindly
going through high school,

Every child has been blessed with a
talent and it is our responsibility to
help them in the direction to use it.
Computers cannot mold peoples lives.
A warm caring body has so much more
of a lasting effect.

High school is our last chance with
the boys and girls to help them to be

happy and successful citizens. Not ev-

eryone is going to college. Let's see
what is needed for those that aren't so
they can be a success, too.

Students also have different levels of
interest. Some want to major in what
others want to minor in. My girls love
music as a recreation and play con-
stantly at home, but one girl cannot en-
joy her instrument in school because of
the perfection that is required at that
level.

Yes, there are areas where she can

perform but there they are regarded as
inferior musicians.

How can we teach children to enjoy
music with these attitudes? Do we need
perfection at the high school level or
can we lower our ego or standard
(whichever the case) to give the minor
a chance to enjoy and appreciate music -
with dignity for their leisure time in
years to come? -

Maybe this is why our bands are
dwindling in size. There are some who
like to play music for the fun of it.

An intellectval person is one who
wanls to learn and seeks out informa-

tion on his own. Let's not stiffle the de- .

sire to learn by force feeding. We all
have our pet subjects, but one person’s
pet may not be the same as another
person's pet.

If you are going to require the fash-
ion designer to take science, then let’s
require the doctor to take clothing.

RUTH QUEVY,
Farmington Hills
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14% NO MONEY DOWN
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| SPECIAL $349

Expertly cleaned, inspected,
adjusted and oiled.
Cleaning includes:
i « all ducts « exchanger
+ burners « blower
« motor « controls
» hot water tank « chimney
' ANY MAKE FURNACE, BOILER
‘ OR SPACE HEATER INCLUDED

Expires: May 15, 1980

Specials on:
«Honeywall 7 Day Programable
Thormostat $115.95
»Honeywall Electronic Alr Cleaner $394.95
« Scuttle Powar Humldifier $149.85
«Effikal Vent Dampers $178.95

FAMILY HEATING CO,, Inc.
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$5 Diet Classes

® Diabetic ® Low Salt @ Modified Fat
@ “Thinking Slim” (Weight Control)
Classes Limited In Size
CALL NOW 476-3393
Creative Diets (across from Livonia Mall)

DIET CLASSES |

MADE TO FIT
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
ALL WOOD CASEM_EFT TYPES[

“THE ENERQY
SAVER”

| + FULL VENTILATION

LE
'WEATHERSTRIPPED
+TAX CREDIT
«IDEAL FOR
ALUMINUM SLIDER
"REPLACEMENT
+DO IT YOURSELF
OR VIE INSTALL

MONARCH WINDOW GO- ‘

12050 MERRIMAN RD. « LIVONIA

SAT. 8-12°

Spring is here

Give your windows a lift.

Give your windows a Lit this Spring by putting up

beautiful Del Mar woven woods. Handsome yams are

carefully woven with exofic imported woods. There are

hundreds of colorful styles and pattens to choose from.

Ous lantastic Sring sale is one-miore reasan why, at

Del Mar, we've got you covered. America.

Save 30% during our Spring Sale.
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save 10% to 20% on superb
custom-covered upholstery!

25 S
Main

Office: 422'8080

3 offices and 20 trucks to serve you [ 1

NEED CASH:

WE WILL BUY ANTHING IN
DIAMONDS * GOLD « SILVER

WE PAY TOP PRICES

J@M/WW

Forest Place
Enter off Ann Arbor Trail
1 Block West of Mayflower Hotel
Downtown Plymouth « 455-8170
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[ Do . CARPET CLEANING
% SPECI Reg. 30
3500 Now

25|

Shampoo and steam Cleaning
[ UPHOLSTERY Steam or Dry Clean |

Any Living Room and Hall
plus any. aridllllonal room $15

Engish Guard:
Available
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1If you own or are considerinig buying stock in an electric
utility company, The Ohio Company can show you 9 such com-
panies which currently yield in excess of 14%2%.

Our review of 113 electric utility companies includes high
and low prices, 12 months earnings, price/earnings ratios, cur-
rent dividend rates and current yields for all 113 companies.

Moreover, we will show each company's primary fuel source
used in the generation of power. This critical factor could sepa-
rate stability from volatility in the years to come.

For your free copy of our Electric Utility Review, call or fill
out and mail the coupon below to:

THE OHIO COMPANY—280 N. Woodward Ave., Suite 206
Birmingham, Michigan 48011 (313) 642-1800

Investments + Securities Member S.LP.C.

Choose from a wide sglec-
tion of beautiful Ethan
Allen made-to-order
uphotstered furniture! And
J, remember, our talented in-
terior designers are
always available to assist
you in combining the
styles, colors, and fabrics

Sale ends that will best fulllll your

Please send me a copy of your review
of 113 electric utility companies.

280 N. Woodward Ave., Suite 206
Birmingham, Michigan 48011
(313) 642-1800
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May 24th. own taste in home decor!
EMEER VISA » MASTER CHARGE » CONVENIENT TERMS
OPEN MON. THURS. A, TIL @ » TUES. WED, SAT. TIL 530
SUNDAY 1270 4
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i . Name. Michigan's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer
CALL NOW FOR APPOINTMENT Address.
ULTIMATE CARPET CLEANI};%G g Citv. State. Zio LIVONIA » 15700 Middlebelt Road » PHONE 4228770
Protessional Carpst and Upholstery Clsaning -838 UTICA * 50170 Van Dyke < PHONE 733-6100
w 3223 W. Seven Mile (at Farmington) o Phone. SOUTHFIELD * 15600 W. 12 Mile Road » PRONE 557-1800
4| Bonded andinsured _Livonla 476-8381 D-1539 . F— e




