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Seniors helping seniors

Mmc

Enjzergency fund created for home-bound meals

By LORAINE McCLISH

Senior citizens are helping their own
these days by selling raffle tickets to
provide meals that must be brought to
those confined in theit homes.

A few weeks ago regulars at The
Gathering Place, Farmington’s senior
citizen center, referred to the project
as “our afghan raffle.”

Now it is simply called “the raffle,”
because another dozen senior adults
have added items that range from
home-made preserves to hand-crafted
rugs. They hope to make enough money
to bring meals to seniors not provided
for through OLHSA (Oakiand-Livings-
ton Human Services Agency).

The agency, through its Nutrition
Council, has enough money to provide
2,100 meals a day in the two counties to
those over the age of 60. Of this num-
ber, no more than 15 percent can be
home-delivered.

With calls coming | %o The Gathering
Place for this service, there i lS alwaysa
waiting list.

LORETTA CONWAY, director of
senior adult activities, concedes to the
term “waiting list” in theory but not in
fact.

“‘No one has ever gone hungry if we
know about it,” she said.

Maggie Loridas, senior adult special-
ist in The Gathering Place, adds: “If we
can't do something for them here, we
tie them into another agency and fol-
low that case right down to the bottom
line. We don't let up on the follow-up
until we know that person has been tak-
en care of.”

“We don't close shop here at 5 p.m.,”
says Mrs. Conway. “We never walk
away from a call. We stand there until
someone takes over. Or, if a meal can't
be delivered for some reason, we must
know why.”

Emergencies have included a retard-
ed person left alone; finding someone
suffering from stroke, again alone, who
was eventually aided by the staff or the

volunteers; a staff member's run to
MacDonalds for an emergency ham-
burger; and a wait in a hospital hall
until a relative showed up.

“This is nobody’s job,” Mrs. Loridas
said. “We just doit.”

MONEY IS NEEDED for these em-
ergencies. But some of the frustration
for the staff and volunteers may be
abated through @ change in one of
OLHSA’s restrictions after the Nutri-
tion Council's suggestion was passed
recently by the Area Council on Aging.

The Nutrition Council, comprised of
volunteers from each of the nutrition
sites in the two counties, asked that
monies allowed the two counties by the
federal government be supplemented
with outside donations.

Prior to a few weeks ago, that was
not allowed. Additional meals beyond
the number allotted for each nutrition
site simply could not be ordered.

‘The first thing that happened in The
Gathering Place when the ban was lift-
ed was “Paddy’s Fling,” a dinner dance
for the cost of $1 that started the emer-
gency home-bound meal pot.

-Next word got through to Edwin
Waack, who heads up the civic affairs
committee for Farmington Moose
Lodge 1995, which gave Ms. Conway a
check for $225. That money was made
by selling hard boiled eggs the lodge
members order'with their beer.

Brownies from Troop 741, who meet
in Larkshire Elementary School,
dipped into their funds for a contribu-
tion of $12.

THE GOAL is $1,000 for the year,
predicated on past experience of need
and a prediction of an increased num-
ber on the waiting list.

Staff members suspect the sagging
economy is one reason behind the in-
crease. Another reason is that more
people who have gone without are now
aware that the service is available, a
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situation familiar in nutrition sites
throughout the state.

Agmes Erwin is prognosticator for
ordering the meals, prepared in Mercy
Center's kitchen and delivered to the
home-bound by about 40 veluateers.

Mrs. Loridas called the volunteers
“the unsung heroes of the program.
They are here every noon, pay for their
gas themselves and don’t leave until
the Iast tray has gone,” she said.

Mrs. Erwin orders about 700 meals a
day but determines this number, vary-
ing never more than 100 in each direc-
tion, depending on the program
planned for the day.

“Fridays the number is always high,
because it's party day here when the
senior adult band plays. I just have a
good feel for how many people are
going to show up for a speaker, a pro-
gram, a class,” she said.

A

Senior adults may pay for their noon
meal if they choose to do so with “a
self-determined donation,” she said.

THE DONATION from the Moose
provides one person one meal each day
for a year, though many of the recipi-
ents need meals brought to them for
short terms only.

“The list is constantly changing,”
Mrs, Conway said. “People get sick and
they get better, or they move or go to
nursing homes. But if we had money
for four extra persons a year, I think
we'd be in fairly good shape. That's
why the goal is $1,000.”

May will be observed as Senior Aqull

‘The list is constantly
changing. People get sick
and they get better, or they
move or go-to nursing
homes. But if we had money
for four, exira persons a
year, I think we'd be in fairly
good shape. That's why the
goal is $1,000."

— Loretta Conway

Month, so regulars at The
Place slated their raffle to be drawn on
the day of their annual spring Arts and
Crafts Show, set for May 29.

The show and sale displays the works
the seniors have created throughout the
year.

At right, Lecla Rammel and Mary Marshall act as volunteers to
serve the noon meal in The Gathering Place. Meanwhile, other volun-
teers are cut delivering meals to those confined in their homes. Be-

out in force to herald Music Week

LORAINE McCLISH

Sauthfield’s Tel-Twelve Mall sets the
stage for area musicians who will par-
ticipate in the week-long observance of
National Music Week, sponsored here
by members of Farmington Musicale
and Birmingham Musicale Sunday
through Sunday, May 4-11.

The two groups join sister clubs
throughout the nation in observance of
the 57th such event initiated by the Na-
tional Federation of Musie Clubs.

“We do this because the earlist his-
torical records prove that there has al-
ways been some form of music,” said
Joyce Schack, of Farmington Musicale.

lenc Smith. In front, Tim Kolbasa, David Runyan, John Brubaker and

'Todd Knickerbocker. The talented group is having a busy spring with

BB sch;dnle of about one performance a week. (Staff photo by Randy
orst)

Craft classes in The Gathering Place
are led by Yvonne Singer.

LORETTA CONWAY

Art classes are led by members of
Farmington Art Foundation.

cause restrictions on the federal funding have been lifted, this job will
be a little easier for the staff and volunteers. (Staff photo by Randy

Borst)

“Music is a natural expression of the
inner man, a natural means of commu-
nication.

“Music exerts a strong influence in
every life. We may use it to deepen our
worship, to express patriotic fervor, as
a calming effect, to add joyous atmos-
phere to appy occasions.

~— “There is no limit to the use and ap-

plication of music in our every day
lives."

Theme for the year is “Music: A
Means of Understanding and Enrich
ment,” carried out by jazz bands, ie-
land bands, community bands, mixed
choruses and barbershop groups, in the
series of week-long free concerts.

FOLLOWING tradition, Paul Barber
directs the F:

mingham'’s “Summer in the Park” se-
ries.

Jazz is the forte of the West Bloom-
field High School Stage Band, who take
the stage at 1 pm. Thursday. The
group is under the direction of Gerald
Jacaby and specializes in all phases of
jazz.

“The Sherylettes,” from Sheryl's
School of Dance, furnish the entertain-
ment at 7:30 p.m. Thursday with jazz
and tap numbers, mostly to “Annie™
music.

At 1 pm. Friday, Eugene Hanson
strikes up the 90-piece wind and per-
cussion band from Groves High School
for a concert; then to accompany per-
formances by the school's majorettes.

" Jazz Band to open the hsuvmm at3

p.m. Sunday.

The Bloomfield Hills Junior High
School Advance Orchestra, under the
direction of Kathy Grittith, takes the
podieum at 1 p.m. Monday. The 18-
member orchestra will play Branden-
burg Concerto 3.

Monday evening's entertainment, set
to begin at 7:30 p.m., comes from the
Marian-Rice Singers of Birmingham.
Sister Maria Magri leads four groups
who will perform.

At 1 p.m. Tuesday, the spotlight falls
on the Shiawassee Strutters, made up
of nine Farmington High School stu-
dents, who give a colorful program of
Dixieland and blues music.

At 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, the Wolverine
Barbershop Chorus takes center stage
with songs In concert as well as from
the choruses quartettes.

BIRMINGHAM Musicale's chorus
furnishes the program for 1 pm.
Wednesday. Hazel Lawrence directs
the S0'women for a concert of numbers
from “Annie.”

The Birmingham Community Band, -

organized three years ago, are on the
hul for 7:30 p.m. Wednesday under the
direction of Donald Hillman. This
group is one of the mgulnrs during Bir-

i “Musicale members call
the 7:30 p.m. Friday performance “a
must.” Detroit Country Day School
stages a ‘Might Mini Musical' with
songs from “Damn Yankees."” Paul Do-
noher directs the 25 talented students.

At 1 pm. Friday the Novi Chora-
laires salute National Music Week,
when Janet Wasilak directs the 30
‘mixed voices.

The Northville Community Band
wind up the concerts at 3 p.m. Satur-
day. Bob Williams directs the 62-mem-
ber symphonic band made up of adults
and students.

“ARTISTS contribute to the obser-
vance in the way of an art display that
will run continuously in the mall
throughout the week.

All of the art comes from Birming-
ham and Farmington Public Schools.

The évorb 1o be shown were created
specifically for the week by the area

smdeut.s with a musical theme.
“Whemer youarea pmfmnnaL am-
ateur, student, or a listener,” Ms.

Schack said, “get involved and l.ncruse
your own enjnyment of n;n:h: <

“As we ohserve this




