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Senator’s assessment:

Congressional

By TIM RICHARD

There are fewer abuses of power in
Congress by elderly, arbitrary commit-
tee chairmen, says a Michigan Senator
famous for criti his by

possible military confrontation with
the Soviet Union” over Iran,

RIEGLE WAS a 34-year-old Republi-
can U.S. Representative in 1972 when
he wrote “0 Congress,” a candid and
i ing look at the in-

name.

But Donald W. Riegle says polls re-
veal that people are becoming more
“alienated” from government at a time
when “government is centrally in-
volved — indeed, sometimes the con-
trolling influence — over our country.”

The 42-year-old Democrat was in
Livonia last weekend to receive an hon-
orary degree and speak at graduation
ceremonies at Schoolcraft College. His
tone was somber as he warned that the
United States “is poised on the edge of
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stitution and the people in it.

In it he complained that in the for-
eign operations subcommittee, he had
only five minutes in the course of a
year to question Secretary of State Wil-
liam P. Rogers, who was well protect-
ed by Chairman Otto Passman, D-Loui-
siana.

Riegle also wrote that Congress was
dominated by “old men” who had to
have emergency equipment and doc-
tors available whenever the House was
in session.

prestige dips despite reforms

“There are still occasions where
abuse of power happens, but there has
been a change in the House,” Riegle
said in an interview after the ceremo-
ny.

“THE HOUSE now elects is commit-
tee chairmen, and some have been
voted out. Chairmen have started to be-
have.

“Some of the committee work has
been broken up into subcommittees,
and that diffuses power. -

“But the Senate has not moved as
quickly,” said Riegle, who was, elected
to the upper chamber in 1976 after
switching parties.

“Most Senate committee chairmen
get some negative votes, but none have
been toppled. But they are less remote

\{now, and they tend to share power.”

Riegle was still naming names on
abuses of power. He cited Sen. William
Proxmire, D-Wisconsin, chairman of
the Senate Banking Committee, who
Riegle said had almost single-handedly
killed the Chrysler Corp. aid bill
through use of Senate staff and schedu-
ling of witnesses.

WOULD IT HELP to limit the terms

‘There are still occasions
where abuse of power
happens, but there has
been a change in the
House. . . . But the Senate
has not moved as quickly.’

— Sen. Don Riegle

of senators to (say) two terms and of
representatives to five or six?

“I've thought a lot about that,” said
Riegle.

“But it was the committee system
which reinforced that (abuse of power
by elderly chairmen). You had to stay
in Congress to get seniority so you
could head a committee.

“Because of our changes (in electing
chairmen), a lot of retirements have
been prompted.” Riegle added that
limiting terms congressmen would also
run contrary to laws against age dis-
crimination passed by Congress.

“I would like to limit the length of
time someone can serve as chairman.
The problem is not how long someone

is there (in Congress). The problem is
entrenched power.

“I would like to rotate the chairman-
ships — even rotate committee assign-
ments.” '

RIEGLE TOLD the 187 degree recip-
ients and their families in his address:

“If we just concentrate on pursuing
our respective careers, we would de-
feat ourselves. But if we care enough to
nominate and elect the best candidates
and work with them, then we would
have a fighting chance.”

He urged citizens to be well in-
formed on local, state and national is-
sues. “Otherwise, we will be manipu-
lated by those who know more,” he..
said.

Referring to the unsuccessful at-
tempt to rescue 50 American hostages |
in Iran, Riegle said:

“This is not a time for national self-
doubt. Our national’ disappointment
must not become national
distllusionment. . . . .

“If we are steady, measured and
thoughtful, we can work our way
through these problems.”

SALE!

Sofas, Sectionals, Sleepers

Now’s the perfect

save 10% to 20% on superb
custom-covered upholstery!

Chose from over 800 Fabrics!

to add fashion

.‘

Sale ends
| May 24th.

to your rooms

(Newcomer?

1t is our pleasure to welcome you to the Bir-
mingham-Bloomheld, Troy, West Bloomtield
communities! We have Givic information and
gits for you from selected merchants

And all neweomers are sent a complimentary
introduction to the hometown newspaper, the

668753

151he Aumber 10phane to reques’ a welcoming
call. - this 152 community activity and there 1s
o obligation
BEMEMBER  there isn'tany “wagon™ inour name

SERVING SINCE 1930

Your" Welcome Service

Special -
Mother’s Day Sale

A beautiful gift for her. An investment you
can be proud of. Choose from our new

shipment of Peking rugs. An outstanding -
collection of beautifully sculptured and

. patterned rugs. Or select a delicate floral.

Warm and soft. Many silky Bokharas, Indian
rugs and soft abstracts also available.

Now through May 10th.

Purveyors of Fine Orientat Rugs Since 1897

Blrmingham: 304 Hamilton Row 644-8200
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CASH For JEWELRY
Cash paid for your diamonds,
gold, or fine jewelry!

All sales in strict confidence

FredriCK ss Ve tons o hosd
Jewelers  a Teeguh
Pyt irivg 545,0973_; X

OUR ETHAN ALLEN
WAREHOUSE OUTLET

OPEN
THIS SATURDAY
10 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Our Warehouse Outlet is now open only
the first Saturday of each month.

Bringing you fantastic savings on
drastically marked-down floor samples,
discontinued styles, discontinued fabrics,
customer cancellations, one-of-a-kinds,
soiled or damaged items, and special pur-
chases!

Many Recliners to choose from
ALL SALES FINAL! NO HOLDS OR LAYAWAYS!

Delivery Avalable at Extra Charge
VISA  WASTER CHARGE o COMYENIENT TERMS

the

WAREHOUSE OUTLET ... .
11850 MAYFIELD o LWONIA

Just Norin of Plymouth Road.
ane block East of Farmingian Road

earthside

42 Mies to 1275
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Continuing Professional Education
for CPA’s '
g AT.WALSH COLLEGE
of Accounting & Business Administration
. + MAY 12-JUNE.29 )

Opening with )
“CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS [N GAAP”
with Martin A. Miller, CPA, author of
THE COMPREHENSIVE GAAP GUIDE
MAY 12, 13, 14 from 8:30-5 pm
Also choose from 44 other seminars in
Management, Accounting, Finance, Taxation
Open to all Interested
REGISTER NOW 689-8282
For Fee Infotmation and Brochure, write
3838 Livernais Rd., DN. of Big Beaver, Troy 48084 .
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« Tickde mom’s fan G

N with an exqulsite plece of [ewelry N
from our large selection. )

) From rings to pendants,

7 you're sure to please mom ((

« on her speclal day,

N Shown Is a magnificent cocktall ring. N

)

7 30% OFF OUR ENTIRE STOCK

3 MANUFACTURERS & IMPORTERS
% 16300W. S Mie Ad. bemenGree!\beld& Southheidnexito TV2
( Charter House e Suite 120 ¢ 557-3422
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Dian S. Eisdchun Antiques
Proudly Announces
their New Location

FOR MOTHER

The Gift that Grows.
Gleaming gold
bracelet with
add-on slides

with Ethan Allen, and save too! Come in and see our wide selection of
made-to-order uphalstered furniture. in marvelous new fabrics and
colors. See them the right way; in complete, idea-filled room settings.
Take advantage of our expert interior design help and enjoy outstanding
savings on lastifig beauty, comfort and quality for your home, now!

What a delightiul idea!
Create fresh excitement
evéry lime you add a new
slide to this antique styled
bratelet. In 14 karat gold
with gemstones. An exclu-
sive Fredrick’s design from
our collection of unique and

. ¢
VISA « MASTER CHARGE » CONVENIENT TERMS Hours: Tues. thru Sat. 1010 5:30

OPEN MON. THURS. FRI. TIL 9 » TUES. WED. SAT. TIL 5:30 Thurs. M9
b ) SUNDAY 12704 Closed Monday p:ersnna‘I gift jewelry.
uewazh ) Appraisals by appointment Sldespictured rom §75.
) Charges Honored
| the fearthsid
7
=1the J dearthside 344 Hamilton Row 3 Fredrick
Michigan’s Largest Ethan Allen Dealer N . | &
: - Birmingham « 644-5877 Hlwwe v JEOWEICKS
; LIVONIA + 15700 Middlebelt Road ¢ PHONE 4228770 TUESDAY-SATURDAY. 10-5 Monday by Appaintment * 1 of BLOOMFIELD HILLS ;
4 UTICA =+ 50170 Van Dyke * PHONE 7396100 Lake Road, just east of Telegraph... 646.097 ]
u] SOUTHFIELD * 15600 W. 12 Mile Road » PHONE 557-1800 368 WestLong Lake o, st kit S /i
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