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Midnight conversation reveals another view

She’s 22 years old and trying to make up for lost
time. .

able. The first day of class she told everyone that if
they showed up, they would get a ‘C.” If you took the
tests, you would get an ‘A.’ Incredible,

“I didn't believe her at first. But on the first test,
three of us showed up, and we all got.‘A’s.”

She leaned back in the restaurant booth and lit a

going to fit in everything for the week.

“I'don’t know what I'd do without my parents..
never would be able to go to school and work if they
didn’t look after my daughter.”

me.

A high school dropout and divorcee, she is going
to the Ten Mile Community School at night to get a
high school degree. In between she works and takes

care of a daughter, A pause, another cup of coffee and she went back

“I just can't believe the way-things are over
there,” she says, referring to her nights in the class-

room.

“Anybody can get a diploma. All you have to do is

show up for class.”

An optimist, she knows she will continue on to
college, no matter how difficult the struggle. It's for

herself — and her daughter.

She stirs her coffee and gazes into the cup. -
“I've got this one teacher who is just unbeliev-

laxed.

cigarette. The words flowed more easily as she re-

“T used to live in Detroit. When I came out here to

it wasn't.

go to school, I thought it would be a lot harder. But

“Kids out here have a lot of time and money.
They don't seem to know what to do with them-

selves — neither do the parents, or the teachers.

“I'read this thing in the paper about humanities. I
just can’t imagine that — not having humanities.”

She lit another cigarette and interrupted her own
train of thought by contemplating how she was

“You know,

themselves.”

to her thoughts on education.

1 want to take a lot of different

courses so I can figure out what I want to do when I
grow up. But my teachers make everything seem so
boring. They really don't seem very interested,

Another pause. She stood up and put on her coat.

“I wonder what’s wrong?” .

Grabbing her purse, she walked out the door, got
into her car and drove away into the darkness.

from our readers

‘Deplorable’ education forces teacher to take stand

Editor:

T've been reluctant to write this let-
ter, because I'm not sure I want to see
my name in print. In other words, I
don't want to make waves.

Maybe this is true of most teachers,
and that’s why we've done so little tafk-
ing to date and the education in our
system has come be in such a deplor-

* able state.

T think it's time some of us spoke up
and said what’s on our minds.

I've lived in Farmington since 1968
and have three children currently at-
tending Farmington Schools, so what
I'm about to say isn't only from a
teacher’s but also from a parent's point
of view.

If more parents took more opportu-
nities to observe what goes on in our
schools, and how many students literal-
ly only spend time there, they would
probably all agree with what I have to
sa;

y.
T'm on the Harrison faculty and was

for political reasons. Just think of some
of the notorious international blunders
we've made, and Some recently, be-
cause the people who represent us are
themselves incompetent in foreign lan-
guages and because they can't rely on
competent American-trained interpret-
ers, There aren’t any.

On the economic side, it has been
stated that one American in six owes
his or her employment to foreign trade.
Yet only 2 percent of our high school
students nationwide are enrolled in any
foreign language classes beyond the
second year,

And believe me, it takes more than
two years-to master a foreign lan-
guage. Other industrial nations, and
many of the third world countries have
a percentage close to 100 percent in
that same category.

AND IF anyone still pacifies himself
with the thought that they’re learning
English so we don’t have to learn their
language, well that's the kind of think-

Students have been known to change
their minds. One tenth-grader was anx-
ious to give up French after one year

“even though she was getting A's. She

wanted to take all the possible science
courses to prepare for a career in vet-
erinary medicine,

1 personally convinced her to keep
her options open and continue with
French. Now she is in college, majoring
in languages.

Some students appreciate the
humanities they learned in high school
only after they continue on in life.

An ex-German student is taking art
and music appreciation at Wayne State

to fulfill a bumanities requirement for
pre-med school.
When I met him recently in the pub-

lic library, he told me how happy he .

was that we studied some music and
art in German classes, because other-
wise he would feel completely lost in
this subject.

But what of those who don't go to
college?

SHOULD WE allow them to gradu-
ate from our schools without this valu-
able knowledge of themselves and the
world around them?

T read of concerns about stereotyp-

Reader is up to eyeballs

Editor:

Thave had it up to my eyeballs with

enjoyed for more than 20 years in De-
troit.

I knew these neighbors well—good

ing—not so.

Within the two-credit requirement,
the student still has a wide choice of
subjects to fit in with his or her inter-
ests. He could conceivably take on se-
mester of four different courses and
learn something in four areas of
humanities. .

How can anyone who wishes to en-

of studies. -

But it would give the other 75 or 80,
percent an opportunity to find out that
they like something within our offering.

Maybe a parent's suggestion isn't
enough. Maybe it's time we made some
positive guidelines to help mold all our
Students into adults wno are more
aware of the world around them, and

courage the growth and di p
of our students in all aspects of human
endeavor choose to oppose such a
humnanities requirement?

For the 20 or 25 percent who would
take these course anyway, it would
mean no change in the planned course

with ‘posturing’ editor

We didn’t need any priests, minister
or rabbi—much less a newspaper co-
lumnist or editorialist—to bludgeon

more able to their neigh=
bors both within and outside our coun-
try.
I'believe that the two-credit bumani-
ties requirement is a step in that direc-
tion and can only benefit all students.
MARIA SCHNEIDER

Farmington Hills

individual examining his own con; .,
science and eliminating his own preju-
dices before we start preaching to oth:

one of the proponents for the additional  ing that has gotten this country into the  the simplistic logic and the self-right- people, i our then—nor do we need ers.

requirements for education. This deci- i i situation it's  €ouS posturings of Steve Barnaby. and religious. And all of us acted con- them now.

sion wasn't made arbitrarily. We did a  in right now. It has never ceased to amaze me that  scientiously and in the best interests of G. ST. GERMAINE,
lot of thinking about students in all So now we langugage teachers, hav-  When you give a person a byline, he or  our families. Let's get back to the old idea of each Farmington

areas of study, and at varying levels of
ability,

Being a foreign language teacher, I
naturally had a foreign language re-
quirement in mind as first priority. But
we've been that route in the past, and
we found out how frustrated students
can become if they can't succeed in a
class but nevertheless have to stick
with it for two years because it was
required.

S0 WE ALL agreed that a strict re-
quirement of any one of these sub-
jects—even though in the case of for-
eign languages it has been recommend-
ed by the President’s Commission on
Foreign languages and Internal Stud-
ies—would not give our students the
type of experience we wanted them to
have.

However, there are quite a number
of students, none of us in languages, or
arts or music ever gets a chance to
see—period.

In foreign languages for example,
there isn't any district-wide required
language orientation program.

If you read the proposed schedule for
middle school, you will not see foreign
languages mentioned at all. So from
start to finish, foreign languages have
become strictly an interest subject, in a
society that needs them so much more
that just for pure interest anymore .

We need languages for economic and

ing no other support for encouraging
students to even try a foreign language,
decided that by joining together a
group of courses that have something
in common—namely they help develop
in our students an ability to understand
other people, other cultures, their heri-
tage and their accomplishments
through art, musie, drama and lan-
guage expression—we would have a
chance to work with some of those stu-
dents early enough, so they eould still
follow a four-year sequence should
they decide to do so.

How many times have first year jun-
ior or senior language students told us
they wished they had begun their lan-
guage studies sooner?

By fulfilling a requirement, our up-
coming classes will have that opportu-
nity, and a student could quite possibly
find an interest he didn't know he had
or discover a talent that might other-
wise never have surfaced.

How sad for all of us that we're not
more persistent in encouraging all our
students to develop all possible skills
and interests. Specialization will come
soon enough in life.

HIGH SCHOOL should still leave
some room for trial and experimenta-
tion. Yes, the pre-med student might
like to take foods or clothing, and the
business major should try art or music
or a foreign language.

Resident opposes sale
of school to hospital

Editor:

There is propaganda going around
that Edgewobd School and its beautiful
playground has been sold to Botsford
Hospital. Their public relations depart-
ment has been working overtime with
their beautiful pictures, layouts, and
meetings. Yes, even telling visitors in
the hospital that they have bought the
school and its property. Not so.

Do not let any non-profit organiza-
tion that pays no taxes, with their free
money, send your children and future
Americans from our school and beauti-
ful playground onto the rugged streets
overcome with ruffians, dope peddlers,
and prostitutes,

Do not let their tax dollars devaluate

Everything is not right in this coun-
try, but we are still the best. Qur future
is our kids. Young people today are the
answer to our problems, and not a non-
profit organization. If we don't keep
our schools open, we won't need any
hospitals unless they think doctors are
made in the slaughterhouses instead of
schools.

ON MAY 12 let your protest be
heard of no rezoning of the school prop-
erty that is now zoned residefitial. This
can be done’at City Hall, on Orchard
Lake and Eleven Mile roads at 8 p.m.

Let us protest for our young and fu-
ture Americans. Yes, it takes hard
work, dedication, and sometimes sac-

she immediately becomes a self-pro-
claimed expert on almost every sub-
jeet. .

Mr. Barnaby has several times ex-
pounded his theory that all the prob-
lems of society will be cleared up with
an integration forced upon the suburbs
by the simple expedient of tackling
Tow-cost housing onto any plans for
senior citizens housing.

And anyone who disagrees with this
theory is an out-and-out bigot.

May 1 suggest that Mr. Barnaby
might profitably get out of his ivory
tower and move around the real world.

I don’t know where he lives, but as a
fugitive from northwest Detrait, I have
seen the deterioration of a good neigh-

Who's Who explains what’s what

Editor:

We have just received a copy of the
Feb. 18 edition of the Observer which
carried an article entitled “Who's Who
Gets Educators’ Low Mark.” We wish
to take this opportunity to respond to
the criticism.

chased the publication necessitating
the return of over $168,000 in orders.
Furthermore, in order to provide stu-
dents with meaningful, national recog-
nition and the opportunity to view the
book conveniently and without cost, ap-

The article appears to i
our program as exploitive because stu-
dents are invited to purchase our publi-
cation and three related award items.

15,000 y
copies of the book are distributed each
Yyear to all participating high schools,
and interested colleges and libraries.
This is the largest free book program

borhood when our federal
starts pushing ill-conceived social pro-

ams.

My neighborhood in Detroit was
gradually integrated peacefully for
several years, but fell apart when that
magnificent phony, LBJ and his Great
Society programs, made it possible for
ADC recipients and others with mar-
ginal incomes to buy homes with no
money down.

In almost every case, such buyers ne-
glected these homes, which became va-
cant and boarded up within a year.

My neighbors and I all seemed to
reach the decision.taround the same
time that suburban life, though more
expensive, was the only way to main-
tain the quality of life which we had

Liked ‘Ice Mom®

story

Editor:

As I read Susan Zeitz's article on Ice
Company ’80 (Southfield Eccentric,
April 21} I can’t help but remind myself
of an army slogan: “Never volunteer.”

While the other ice mothers social-
ize, dress rehearsals can be frantic for
a costume chairman, The “crises” are
unending, like when a pastry maid ab-
sent-mindedly begins to nibble on her
shellacked pastries; a soloist adament-
ly refuses to be hair-sprayed; a cookie
monster with his skates showing whose
mom is in Hawali; and a backward boot
COVer causes near panic.

Last year I told myself: never again.
But I know if I make it until the last
performance, I will be telling everyone
how much it is worth it.

‘The show, after all, will be a master-

To the of this
implication, it is important to know
that virtually all major youth organiza-
tions offer similar items to their mem-
bers and most proraoting much more
comprehensive selections. The Nation-

.al Association of Secondary School

Principals was cited in the article as
being critical of our program.

The NASSP is the sole sponsor of the
National Honor Society and their cata-
log offers 24 items ranging from pins
and charms to blazers and T-shirts.
Many state executive directors of the
NASSP whome we have met with find
it difficult to understand why the
NASSP objects to Who's Who publica-
tions selling items which represent
standard fare for the many not-for-
profit organizations which they do ap-
prove of.

‘The article quotes a local principal,
James Geiger of Harrison High School
as stating, “They just ask for names
and sell the books to parents. I don't
think there’s much discrimination
about whom they'd turn away. It's a
money-making organization.”

Contrary to Mr. Geiger’s assumption,
all nominators are instructed to select
only junior and senior class students
with a grade point average of B or bet-
ter and demonstrated leadership in

nics, athletics or i
activities. Vigorous editing is conduct-
ed to ascertain that only qualified stu-
dents are included. In the past three
years, over 35,000 students who did not
meet our qualifications were not ac-
cepted upon review of their biography
including several thousand who pur-

Surprisingly, ‘the article made no
mention of the fact that in addition to
providing recoguition for students, we
also fund one of the largest scholarship
Pprograms in the country which distrib-

by any publisher in the field. -

utes $50,000 to qualifiéd students each
year, fund grants to youth organiza-
tions who require financial assistance
to conduct their programs on behalf of
studeats (over $100,000 has been fund-
ed since 1975), conduct an annual stu-
dent opinion poll which is widely cov-
ered by all media each year.

We trust the above information will
enable Observer readers to achieve a
more comprehensive understanding of
our programs, procedures and policies.

PAUL C.KROUSE,
Who's Who publisher,
Northbrook, Hlinols

Billboard editorial

Truth, justice and the American way. Superman isn't the only.

champion of these ideals. Don Schumaker,

stitute of Technol has

student at Lawrence In:>
in the A system. And

he’s willing to champion his cause. Schumaker's special concern is the
free enterprise system. He found a way to express his confi
dence,when Eller Outdoor offered free use of a billboard to LITs .-

your property so they can make more rifices, but the rewards are great —  plece, thanks to the efforts of Ron Bas- fr Students in Free Enterprise organization, Schumaker, a member of =
tax-free dollars. As sure as the sun like knowing that you are doing some- g;,;ﬂdggt, suﬁr volunteer Debbie om our the group, submitted the winning entry in the club’s competition té;':::

', al ! -~
rises in the east, they will use every bit thing for our young Americans, Dolng ot mas o ﬁ’ke ;‘lg me. Mgl::!x: . readers find a design for the billboard. The message was placed near Eighp-wo>

of rotten propaganda to achieve their
goal and to brainwash certain people In
our neighborhood whose own children

something you belieye in. Let's all be
heard and protest. The reward will be
yours and your childrens, Don’t miss

summer when the phone call comes. I'll
probably forget all about “never volun-
teer.”

Letters must be original’ copies
and contain the signature and

Milé and Lahser in Southfield for about two months. Schumaker, N
marketing major, will graduate this spring. He plans to become e

business owner himself.

)
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became school teachers and princ} this important evening, address of the sender. Limit let- s
@ from our very own Edgewood School, JOHN T. BEHRENS, MARLENE WHITE, | tocfoany o S6NA80 Limi ! - =
© Don't let it happen. ) Farmington Hills Southfiel - o
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