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Here’s how to maintain it

One of embroidery’s stickiest problems is not the
doing of it but maintenance when it's finished and
on display. Everything gets dirty — eventually.
When do you wash, when do you dry clean, and how
on Earth do you know the difference?

Needlework has traditionally been a feminine do-
it-yourself project and some of us are loathe to let
anybody else touch it. When cleaning time rolls
around, this philosophy can lead to disaster.

Stitcheries divide themselves into four catago-
ries. No. 1 can be removed, washed and re-blocked
by traditional methods. Nobody has much trouble
with No, 1.

No. 2 can’t be removed from what it's attached
to, but the back of the stitchery is accessible and
you can clean and rehlock. No. 3 can’t be removed
from what it's attached to and furthermoge you
can't get at its back. You can't re-block this catego-

ryNo, 4 Is constructed of plastic canvas and cleans
like a breeze. Category No. 2 can be carefully
sponged with soap or dry cleaning fluid as long as
you don't let the solution touch what the stitchery’s
attached to. It can be gently blocked through the
needlework at the stitch line, but only if you abso-
Iutely have to.

Category No. 3 must be dry cleaned, preferably
by a professional. There are too many things that
can go wrong for you to attempt the job at home.

Finishing embroidery is half the task

Needlepoint on plastic canvas washes like a
dream. Just dunk the needlepoint, minus any back-
ings or trims, into soapy water. Wash it, rinse it,
blot it and let it dry. Blocking isn’t necessary.

Cloth and fibers — and that covers almost every
imaginable type of needlework — are in danger
from the moment they're started. Human skin oils
attract dirt. You start soiling your stitchery as soon
as you work it. Don’t wear gloves, but do the best
you can to minimise this by washing your hands
before you stitch, waiting until after stitching to
smooth on hand Iotion, and keeping stitcheries cov-
ered when they're not actually being worked on.

HEAT COSTS MONEY and puts dirt in the air to
boot. Houses warmed by oil or coal have the most
greasy soot flying around, while gas and electric
heat are cleaner. Don't throw out your furnace to
protect your needlework, but do clean air filters

1t makes a di
Textiles are in danger from sunlight and from
fluorescent bulbs, especially the gro-bulbs that Af-
rican violets love so much. Regular incandescent
light bulbs should be used when needlework needs
illumination. Don’t place stitcheries in direct sun-
light.

Stay away from windows for another reason, too.
Hot air registers, windows, cold air intakes, radia-
tors and air conditioners all attract dirt. The areas
between these stay much cleaner. Choose your dis-
play spot with care,

One of the simplest ways to maintain clean
needlework is to keep it from getting dirty in the
first place. Slipcovers were invented to solve this
problem. I put ours on in the spring when the kids
switch from long to short sleeves. We keep them on
until the process reverses itself in the fall. They
look attractive and keep all those acres of adoles-
cent skin away from my needlework.

Correction: A phrase was omitted from last
week's Lively Needle which could foil your plans to
make a Mother's Day pin cushion. The necessary
items for the project are “a 5-inch square of 14
gauge interlock canvas, background wool, a tapes-
try needle, a 10 gauge “ ‘tween” or quilting needle,
two colors of seed beads, and waxed thread or
'waxed dental floss. Our apologies for the omission.

How you find out about water quality
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We live on a lake and are very wor-
ried abont the health of the lake. Where
can we go for heip to determine the
quality of the water.

H.M,, Bloomfield Hills

The Department of Natural Re-
sources has a cooperative program | in-
volving lake residents in

consumer

mailbag

in ining the reasons

water quality. The program, known as
the self-help water quality monitoring
program, involves taking transparency
measurements weekly and water sam-
ples every other week, from the first of
May through the n'uddle of

for their lake problems, including tech-
nical advice o to them on how to cor-
rect the problems. Programs are also
available to help rehabilitate lakes
with severe problems.

Tati it con-

Lakes which show water quality
problems might then be eligible for a
limited assistance program involving
the participation of lake residents and

cerned with the water quality of any
lake, large or small, are invited to par-
ticipate in the Self-Help Program. For
more information on this or other lake

problems contact the Division of Land
Resource Programs, Inland Lake Man-
agement Unit, P.O. Box 30028, Lansing,
48090.

Is the booklet The Concerned Gar-
dener still available from your organi-
zation?

Martha, Garden City

Yes, for a copy send §2 plus 35 cents
for postage to Concern Inc., Detroit, 1
Northfield Plaza, Troy, 48098.

ECO-TIP: Michigan's growing season
is well under way with rhubarb, aspar-
agus and strawberries soon to be ready
for harvest. The Michigan Department
of Agriculture booklet Michigan Coun-
try Carousel: “A Guide to Pick-Your-
Own Farms & Roadside Markets.”

For a copy write to: Information Di-

vision, Michigan Dept. of Agriculture,
P.0. Box 30017, Lansing, 48909.
Grace R. Gluskin

Women caucus

GOP women will meet in Ann Arbor
May 9-10 for the annual meeting of the
Michigan Republican Women's Task
Force. Open to members and non-
members, the meeting will be held in
the Holiday Inn West Bank.

Call Ellen Templin at 626-5171 for
details. The purpose of the task force is
to gain equality for women in political,
social and economic-areas by support-
ing qualified women for public office
and promoting issues of benefit to
‘women.
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DUTY & SALES TAX REFUNDABLE
PLUS EXCHANGE ON U.S. FUNDS,
CURRENTLY 18%

establ, 1935

762 Qucllette Avenue
1-519-253-2111

FURS

2 blocks from tunnel exit
Hours: 9-6 Daily
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Tointroduce HomeCare, NorthBrook is making this

‘special offer . . . Have your living room, dining room
and any hall carpets cleaned and Northrook willclean
alt fumitura for half pricall That's a doall

SAVE 25 to 40%

Additional Savings on Larger Orders

NorthBrook backs HomeCare with 16 years of omme:
cial and residential cleaning experience. Homo!
features Scotchgard® . And, aftar-thejob back ey
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Del Mar's made it easyto do all three. Because

these special blinds are created from a semi-

transparent fabric with a bonded layer of alumi-|

num to reflect solar heat and light.

What's more, a clean, crisply pleated destgn

gives these Del Mar blinds a.high-fashion look
that's fruly all their own. But best of all, theyte
on sale right now and in a choice of 10 deco-
rator colors.

it's one more reason why, at Del Mar, we've
got you covered, America.

@il mar

ASH WALLPAPER CO.

2374 FHANKLIN ROAD
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Hours: Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm
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CABINETS FEATURE

— DOUBLE-DOWELED FRONT FRAME
CONSTRUCTION

— UNIFRONT DOWEL ASSEMBLY SYSTEM

(ASSURES PROFESSIONAL-LOOKING RESULTS
— ADJUSTABLE %" SHELVES
— WHITE ACRYLIC INTERIOR FINISH
— MITERED CORNERS

A DO-IT-YOURSELF KITCHEN
A DO-IT- YOURSELFER CAN ACTUALLY DO

EASY ASSEMBLY BELWooD  NOW

OFFER GOOD THROUGH JUNE 30

FACTORV
LIST PRICE

 30% 2

CUSTOM
GLAMOR TOP
WITH EVERY

KITCHEN!!
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LUMBER YARD HOURS — ALLLOCATIONS
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 8 A.M. - 6 P.M.; FRIDAYS 8 A.M. - BP.M.
~ 'SATURDAY 8 A.M. - § 7.M.; SUNDAY 10 A.M. - 4P.M.




