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Things
‘heavenly
are best

au naturel

‘Travel promoters like to add a little religion to
their tourist attractions for special effects. They
especially like Leonardo Da Vinei's “Last
Supper.”

ligi t and
its religion-as-1 na!ure but the two commen
presences are The Voice and The Lights. Oh, yes,
and let's not forget The Music.

T've seen three examples lately, one in Los
Angeles and two in Natural Bridge, Va. Each one

_outdid the last.

Forest Lawn in Los Angeles is a cemetery that
has gained celebrity status. Some aspects of it are
very attractive, such as the 1andscapmg and the
small stone church.

‘The cemetery's rendcring of “The Last Supper™
isin a carved stone building, in a room
surrounded by small sculptures. Visitors are
asked to sit down on rows of folding chairs. The
Lights go out. The Voice resonates through the
room.

There are drawn curtains across the wall, and
at the right momgnt they part to show the
reproduction of “The Last Supper.” As a work of
art, it is interesting. As religious theater, it is full
of light and sound but not taste.

Isaw “The Last Supper” again this week at
Natural Bridge, a scenic natural wonder
privately owned.

The letters G.W. are carved on the side of the
huge stone arch, said to have been surveyed by
George Washington. Thomas Jefferson was so
impressed with this natural bridge that he asked
for and received a land grant to own it.

Soldiers from the Revolutionary War dropped
small bits of lead from the top. The lead, as it fell,
froze into shape when it hit the water and became
abullet.

In those days you could probably wander down
the hill for nothing and look at the bridge.
Nowadays it costs $3. At the top of the hill,
surrounding the parking lot, are several red brick
buldings with traditional Virginia columns.’

One is the entrance to the bridge, and a gift
shop. Another is a tastefully designed hotel with a
good dining room, run by the same private
company. A third is the Natural Bridge Wax
Museum.

‘The wax museum traces the history of the area
from stone age men through all the Virginia
presidents, in a passable array of wax figures.
The piece de resistance is through a final door
and has nothing to do with Natural Bridge.”

GO THROUGH THE DOOR. §it in rows of
folding chairs. The Lights go out. The Music
begins. The Voice recites the story of the last
meal Christ and his disciples ate together. The
Lights go on. There, across the stage in front of
you, is a life-sized reproduction of “The Last
Supper” in wax figures.

The Lights apd The Voice begin again. The
Crucifixion appears behind the supper scene and
finally The Resurrection. The owner and maker is
justly proud of what he has wrought with his
hands. I cannot brmg mysell to tell him that the
religious theater is not in keeping with the
setting.

Later that night, we go downhill to watch the
sound and light show, The Day of Creation, played
on Natural Bridge. Here, too, we have The Voice,
The Lights and The Music. Only this time they
were saying “On the first day, God created. . .

As the last note of music is played, and The
Voice fades away, I see that the woman in front
of me is crying. It is apparently quite common for
this kind of religious theater to evoke this
response.

I, too, want to cry, but for a different reason.
The best way I know to honor the creator of a
natural wonder like Natural Bridge is to leave it
alone with the trees, the birds and the sky.

e

CORRECTION: Our March 31 story about Fort
Jefferson, Fla., included an airline and phone
number that are N0 more.

Flights to Fort Jefferson are now scheduled
twice daily, at 8:30 a.m. (return at noon)-and 12:30
p-m. (return at 4:30 p.m.) frém Sugar Loaf Lodge,
Sugar Loaf, Fla., about 20 miles from Key West.
Phone 1-305-745-3211. The cost is $55 per person
round-trip or $30 for children 6 and younger. For
overnight campers or those wishing an all-day
visit, the cost is $110.- :

A Cessna 185 seaplane 1 flown by Al
Weintraub, whose home number is 296-5254.
Reservations are needed two to three daysin
adva.nce

Monday, May 12, 1980

Old times here are not forgotten

By IRIS SANDERSON JONES

SHENANDOAH VALLEY, VA. — This has been
an important week in the Shenandoah Valley. Apple
trees were busting their blossoms for the annual
Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival in Winchester.
‘Young boys in Civil War uniforms fought the Battle
of New Market once again on the fields outside
New Market Battlefield Park. Old inns and historic
houses dusted their antiques for the coming of
spring and the opening of the tourist season.

There is a sense of discovery for the traveler in
the valley, even though you drive expressways
through some of the oldest settled land in America.

The Blue Ridge, to the east, and the Alleghenies,
to the west, look much as they did when George
‘Washington surveyed this land in the 18th century.
The valley runs from Harper's Ferry in the north to
Lexington in the south, with echoes on every inch of
highway: John Brown, Stonewall Jackson, Calvin
Coolidge. . .

The pleasant surprise is that very little- of this
has succumbed to 20th century amusement park
hype. There are few signs to clutter the wildflowers
beside the road or the view past clipped grass and
sleepy horses to white fenced old farms on the
slopes.

Washington's survey office in Winchester is just
now getting its act together as a tourist attraction,
so there is little slickness to spoil that sense of dis-
covery that we all Iove when we travel.

Most of the historic attractions of the Shenan-
doah Valley have been restored during the last 15
or 20 years. The chain hotels are here, and the old

inns have combined 1980s bathrooms with their -

1950s furniture, but you won't find any huge high-
rise hotels on the skyline.

Highway 11, the old Valley Pike, from Winches-
ter to Lexington, gives you a good taste of this won-
derful old vailey, but be prepared to fight the Civil
‘War all the way.

In Winchester, a narrow road and two brick walls
separates the Union cemetery from the Stonewall
Jackson cemetery where Valley heroes are buried.
There is a well-restored old stone house called
Abrams Delight from Revolutjonary times, but the
most visited house in town is Stonewall Jackson's
headquarters.

Jackson is the living hero of the Shenandoah. He
rides his bronze horse through many towns along
the valley floor, and his name is on everybody's
lips, from the site of the Battle of Winchester to the
Virginia Military Institute in Lexington.

‘These fields were the granary of the Confedera-
cy. The two most important historic facts in every-
day conversation are about Jackson, who continual~
ly outwitted the Yankees, and Union General Philip
Sheridan, the Scourge of the Valley, who burned
everything in the valley to cinders in a final at-
tempt to stop the Confederate forces.

One grand old house that escaped the torch was
Belle Grove, which is open to visitors outside of
Middletown. A history lover called Leo Bernstein
has restored the wayside Inn for lodgers and diners

Soaping it up

Kings Island family entertainment center will
present its second annual “Soap Opera Festival”
May 10 and 11 in the International Showplace out-
door theater.

The 75-minute talk shows are scheduled for noon
and 3 p.m. both days and will feature four popular
soapers. They are: Deidre Hall (Dr. Marlena Craig)
of “Days of Our Lives;” Michael Storm, (Dr. Larry
Wolek) of “One Life to Live;" and Leslie Charleson
(Monica Quartermain) and Ken Shriner (Scotty
Baldwin), both of “General Hospital.”

The four programs will be moderated by Joyce
Becker, founder of the festival and columnist for
Daytime TV magazine.

The festival will be free to park patrons.

Kings Island is 20 miles north of Cincinnati on I-
71 and open weekends only until May 24.

Blue Lake on tap

FIFTEEN YEARS have come and gone since
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp pitched its tent in
Twin Lake in Muskegon County.

They will be celebrating that fact in song,
dance, comedy and mime during the camp’s
fifth “Highlights Concert Series,” which runs -
Saturday nights beginning June 28.

Artists appearing include:
New Christy Minstrels . . v .. June28
Baritone Robert Merrill . . .. .... July 5
Violinist Eugene Fodor . . . . .. ... July 12
Northshore Community Band . . . . . . July 19
Paul Gaulin Mime Company . . . . . . July 26
CommedianBillCosby . . . . .-. . .. Aug.2
County BasieandhisBand . . . . ... Aug.9
Dance Ring (N.Y. ballet company) . . . Aug.16

Merrill, Fodor, Cosby, Dance Ring and the
Gaulin Mime Company will perform with the
Blue Lake Festival Orchestra. Merrill also will
sing with the Blue Lake High School Choir, and
the artists will conduet clinics for Blue Lake
campers before or after performances.

The Northshore (Chicage) Community Band
will participate in special anniversary programs
July 19-20, with Michigan high school band, or-
chestra and vocal directors. The band is con-
ducted by John Paynter of Northwestern Uni-
versity and is comprised of many Chleago-area .
music teachers.

For information or individual or season tick-
ets, write: Highlights, Blue Lake Fine Arts
Camp, Twin Lake, Mich. 49457; or call 1-616-
894-9026.

Crankmg it out

The Memphis Historical Society has confirmed
that Memphis, Mich. is the site of the first self-
propelled passenger car bullt in this state.

To commemorate the 95th anniversary of Michi-
gan's first automobile, the city celebrating May 18.

Events will include old-fashioned hot air bal-
loons. a masonic old-} Iashloned breakfast ffom 7-

“&E

11:30 a.m., about 75 antique automobiles on parade
plus other entries,

For Information, write Lee Harrison of the

Memphis Historical Society at 80659 Main St.,

Memphis, Mich. or call 1-392-2355 evenings or

weekends, During the day, call Jim Mason, 1-727-
© 9587,

in Middletown, as well as the Strasburg Hotel in
nearby Strasburg.

AS YOU DRIVE south, you will find that new
things are also happening in the Shenandoah Valley.
The Shenandoah Vineyards. managed by Alan
Kinne of Michigan, is part of a new movement to
grow hybnd French grapes on fertile valley
ground.

Jim and Becky Ellis have just opened a large
new restaurant and bar among the scrubbed pine
floors and the old grain bins of the Edinburg Mill in
the village of Edinburg.

These small first steps at economic renewal are
badly needed in an area that has been generally
bypassed by industry; an area that would prefer to
sell history and nature rather than electronics.

The natural limestone formations have provided
tourist attractions here for years: huge caverns,
such as the Shenandoah and Skyline caverns, natu-
ral chimneys near Harrisonburg, and the Natural
Bridge south of Lexington.

One of the best attempts to commemorate the
Civil War and attract tourists is at the New Market
Battlefield Park in New Market designed and run
by James Geary for the Virginia Military Institute,

On Sunday the park re-enacted the battle it was
designed to honor, in which cadets from VMI fought
and died to stop the Union forces here at New Mar-
ket.

A trip to Battlefield Park includes two films on
the pericd, a display room that gives you an excel-
lent capsule history of the Civil War, and the re-
stored farmhouse and hilltop site, bristling with
cannons, where the Battle of New Market was
fought.

New Market is also the home of the Shenandoah
Valley Tourist Information Center, where Director
Meriweather German and his staff will give you
detailed information about tourist attractions, lodg-
ing and restaurants upand down the valley.

Next week: The historic village of Lexington.
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BOUNE HIGHLANDS

Arefreshing new concept. ... resort
homesites and condominium designed
for year round living.

A Boyne USA Development, Heather
Highlands is just steps away from some
of the midwesl's finest year round resart
facilities; and only minutes away from
beautitu! Harbor Springs and Petoskey's
famous “Gaslight District.”

Heather Highlands, Harbor Springs.

For sales information, call or write:
Heather Highlands Realty

A student stands guard beneath General Thomas “S!nnewall"
Jackson, who likewise stands guard over the Virginia Military In-
stitute in Lexington. (Pheto by Iris Sanderson Jones)

f; BAY VALLEY MINI-VACATION PLANS
: "Living Your Way"

; Recreation Golf
i, The Mini-Vacation ¢ Golf Get-A-Way ¢ Tennls Retreat

Weekend. Weekday and Holiday Packages include Deluxe
Parkside Room. Cheese and Sausage Board. Asti Spumante, Din-
ner. Brupcheon. Wine. Cockrails. Lunches. and recreation: 18-
hole championship Golf Links. in-door. out-door Tennis. Bikes
and bike trails. Swimming in or out-doors. fine food Pier 19. Main
Dining Room of the “inn With Country Charm.’

You're only 1-1/2-hours away from the Bay Valley Inn

= 1-75 at M-84 near Bay Clty -

| Bay Valley Inn < -
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0. Box 542
Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740
616:526-6206
Name
Address
Clty. State 2ip.
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From 1sland paradlse to desert oasis.
A\
N .
Oahu/Maui/ Vegas, From 3959.
The fun starts in Honolulu. Oahu, Airlines (o the uncrowded enchant-
where you'll experience all the excite- - ment of Maui for 3 nights at the Inter-
ment of Hawait's capital city in a (onunvnul ui. And finally. its on to
setting of tropical tranquility. 5 days abulous nights at the
and nights of superior accommoda- Flamingo Hilton.
tions at the Holiday Inn Waikiki. Then Departure dates: May 26. June 16. .
island-hop via Aloha or Hawaiian June 30, July 21 Aug. L Aug. 18,
Oahu (Honolulu)/ Vegas, From S819.
Choose cither the Holiday Inn Waikiki - Flamingo Hilton (superior) or the
for supcrior or the Holiday Inn Makai  Silveibird Hotel (standind).
' for standard accommodations in Departure dates: May 26. June 16.
Honolulu (8 nights). Then dig in to June 30, July 21 August 4. August 18,
N the Vegas nightlife—3 pights at the . .
Both packages include: Round-trip t seeurity taxes. (Meals on ground and
Coach air fare from Detroit on United Air- ated expenses not included.) Prices
lines. Complimentary meals and beverage en  subject to change without notice.
route. Round-trip airport transfers. Complete For all details. including special rates for
baggage handling thmu;,hout(’pwus) And  children, send for your Hawaii folder today:
more. - Or call your Travel Agent. or United at
Fare includes all taxes. service.and air-  336-9000.
Call your Travel Agent.
t. N




