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Sheriff defends action
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County bar owners angry at ‘drunk squad’

By TOM LONERGAN

“We're not against dnnkmg, I want
you to know that,” said Oakland County
Sheriff Johannes F. Spreen.

Nonetheless, several of the 30 Oak-
land Ceunty bar owners who gathered
at Morey’s Golf and Country Club in
Union Lake last week complained that
the sheriff’s new “Aleohol

‘1 have my own reservations about the pro-
gram. We’re not out to harass anyone. Pve giv-
en strict orders that they will not be just out-
side of any bar waiting for someone to stumble

out.’
— Qakl:

Teams” — special squads who look for
drunk drivers — were crimping their
business.

A Pontiac-area bar owner was down-
right miffed.

“We're loaded for bear,” he said be-
fore the meeting, which included repre-

sentatives from the Traffic Improve- *

SHERIFF JOHANNES SPREEN
No barassment

d County Sheriff Johannes F. Spreen

ment Association of Oakland County
(TIA), co-sponsor of the four-year, $1.2
million Alcohol Enforcement Educa-
tion Project.

FOR THE PAST month, special
teams of sheriff’s deputies, state and
Tocal police officers have been patrol-
ling targeted areas searching for drunk
drivers. Among the spots are M-59, be-
tween Telegraph and Bogie Lake roads,
and Dixie Highway between Telegraph
and I-75.

The patrols, in marked squad cars,
are on duty from 10 p.m. to 3 am.
Wednesdays through Fridays. These
are the times when, TIA computers
have shown, the most alcohol-related
accidents occur.

“They're blowing out of our places at
10 o'clock at night to avoid you guys,”
said David Lemanski, a bar owner on
Dixie Highway in Waterford Township.
“This seems like easy pickings at 3
o'clock in the morning.”

“We had to start someplace,” said
Bruce Madsen, director of the Bloom-
field Township-based TIA. “This is a
shakedown cruise that we're going
through.”

“THIS SLANTS against business,”
said another bar owner, “or else we
wouldn't be all excited about this.”

The bar owners found Sheriff Spreen

Zooperstars rally for Zoo

What's a zoo without
animals?

Right now it's just a
shell. That’s why several
media celebrity teams,
dubbed the Zooperstars,
will be participating in
an unusual olympics —
Zoolympics to be exact
— this week at Belle Isle.

Seven teams will be
competing to raise mon-

ey to purchase animals

for the new Belle Isle
Zoo. The crazy feats will
include paddling 2 canoe
on Belle Isle, not with
paddles but with brooms;

running a course around
the new zoo boardwalk;
playing three holes of
golf with just a putter,
and taking turns pulling
team members in a pony

cart from the zoo to the
casino.

The Observer & Eccen-
tric is represented on the
Zebra team which will
run through the course at
1 pm. Thursday. The
team is made up of War-
ren Pierce of WJR, Ron
Scott of WTVS-TV and
Kathy Moran, editor of
the Troy Eccentric.

of ermg dual facilities, 7 days

willing to change the current concen-
tration of eight to nine patrol cars as-
signed to a single highway section.

“I have my own reservations about
the program,” said Spreen.

“We're not out to harass anyone. I've
given strict orders that they will not be
just outside of any bar waiting for
someone to stumble out.”

He added: “T would like to see cars
on constant patrol. I would like to see
them spread out more.”

Madsen said the alcohol squads’ first
assignments have been “an oversatura-
tion. We recognized that, and we are
modifying it.”
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Several owners said the program has
scared customers away from their
bars.

“The people say, ‘I can’t go out to-
night,’ or ‘I've got to be home by 10',”
said Gary Crake, a bar owner on Cass
Lake Road in Waterford. “That’s why
we're concerned.”

‘THE PATROLS have been assigned
to three areas of Pontiac during the
past two weekends. The assignments
are based on research which showed
areas during 1978 which had the, most
alcohol-related accidents.

Among the targeted areas are sec-
tions of Woodward south of Pontiac
and portions of Telegraph in south Oak-
land County.

sion has turned out to be controversial
among its members.

“FVE HAD bar owners come in and
scream and holler at me and call me
all sorts of names for supporting the
program,” said Sally Morey, an MLBA
executive baord member and president
of the county group.

Lemanski said it would take the bar
owners, “two to three months to recoup

from all the aggravation this has
caused.”

But Mrs. Morey, owner of the bar
where last week’s meeting was held,
said bar owners not in the areas where
the alcohol squads have patrolled are
also complaining of a drop in business.

“The economy is very bad right
now,” she said. “1 don’t know if we can
attribute it (drop in business) to that
(the sheriff's program) or not."

Art award for OCC prof

Kegham Tazian, art professor at the
Orchard Ridge Campus of Oakland
Community College, recently received

~ a purchase prize for his terra cotta art

There are “no definite plans” for
moving the squads into those areas,
said Jerry Fedderson, director of the
project. “It’s a question of when rather
thap whether,” he added.

The Michigan Licensed Beverage As-
sociation (MLBA) has endorsed the al-
cohol enforcement program. Its deci-

work in a state-wide competition for
art teachers at all levels of education.

The competition was sponsored by
the Michigan Education Association
(MEA)~— and the Michigan Art Educa-
tion Association.

Tazian, a Birmingham resident, is
currently ‘teaching painting, drawing,

and sculplure courses. He has been
represented in several national shows
and was recently honored as one of a
select group of American artists whose
works were displayed in Eastern Eu-
rope.

Tazian’s winning entry will be dis-
played at the MEA headquarters build-
ing in East Lansing until May 30 and
again at the MEA Representative As-
sembly later this spring.

PRI R SCX TR TR 78

Bloomfield Hills

KENSINGTON ACADEMY FOR BOYS
Grades 1thru 8
Admissions Testing - May 21, 1980
1250 Kensington Rd.

Phone
647-8060
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designers in residence:
Bill Blass, Pierre Cardin,
Christian Dior, Givenchy.

You're in good company at

THE BOARDROOM

Samerset

Fairlane (within Hughes & Hatcher)

a week, for both
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Group aerobic
exercise classes

Enjoy aerobic dance or ballet

exercise classes led by
professional instructors. You'll
have fun toning up while you
participate,
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Olympic-size indoor
swimming pool

Swimming builds endurance
and tones muscles at the same
time. Take a few invigorating
lengths in our pool. You'll
be able to enjoy it y:ar round.

Professional
racquetball courts

Enjoy an exciting game of
racquetball. The vigorous actmty
of fast:paced racquetball, is
great on our professionally-

designed courts.

Steam, sauna and
whirlpool facilities

Choose among three ways to
relax: the sauna, with dry heat
in natural redwood surround-
ings...the warmth. of our steam-
room...or the whirlpool.

Men...Women call now!

Banked indoor
jogging track

Keep in shape by running on
our specially desrgned jogging
track. Whether you're a novice -
or an experienced runner, you'll

enjoy our jogging track.

X JOIN VIC TANNY NOW AND GET THE ENTIRE SUMMER FREE!

* During this limited offer summer monthly dues will be deducted from' your regular membership fee.

" Men's & women’s
dual exercise areas
Get in shape with professional

equipment in gyms for men and
women. Tone up with our fast,

cffective progressive
sistance exercisc.

re-

VIC TANNY BLOOMFIELD EXECUTIVE

HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB

6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd. 855-2300




