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- The many voices, faces of Michael Carroll
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In advertising, he's known as the “voice in the void.”

When ad agencies need an off-camera voice to tell you
to “see your metro Detroit Chevy dealer” or want a char-
acter voice like “Sagebrush Zeb” the Levi prospector for
a rladio spot, they call on Michael A. Carroll, 33, of South-
field.

Carroll moved to the the area four years ago from Ak-
ron, Ohio. .

Advertising voices such as Carroll, Rube Weiss and
Paul Kaplan find a'surprising share of work in a market
like Detroit, occasionally landing national announcing
Jjobs in New York.

While you never see Carroll you've undoubtedly heard
him say *Detroit Edison, the power is in your hands.” Or
you've may have heard him tout Kodak Colorburst cam-
eras jn national ads.

“At one point in time I figured if I had to say ‘Master
Charge and VISA accepted' or ‘plenty of free parking’ one
more time I'd lose my mind,” Carroll said. “But you stick
with it for the same reason you keep writing and a
ballplayer keeps hitting balls. It's your job.”

Many off-camera announcers or radio personalities are
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seen but not heard because they don't look like they sound
. (i.e. sounds sexy, loo's dumpy). Carroll, a good-looking
man, doesn’t fit the arnouncer stereotype.

When asked why he isn’t seen on screen, Carroll jokes
that it could be because he has a beard and advertisers
don’t like to show men with beards,

“American men with a beard?” says Carroll, sliding
into the voice of a stuffy executive, “Stockholders would
have none of that. Why stockholders don't even have
hair.”

ALTHOUGH KNOWN almost exclusively for his voice
in local and national commercials, Carroll will finally
show his face in an upcoming series of public service
announcements for the Michigan Department of Trans-
portation.

Carrol will portray Mark Twain in the spots, reminding
Michigan motorists that haste makes waste and the need
to conserve fuel is greater than ever.

You may remember Mark Twain with a droopy mous-
tache and white coat and tails. Well, in these spots Twain
has a full beard, dyed white for effect, because Carroll
has a full beard that he didn’t want to shave off.

In playing Twain, he uses a scratchy voice that cracks
and quivers. The voice is very ¢close to Hal Holbrook's

ington senior, has been selected as a
state finalist in the 1980 Michigan Na-
tional Teenager Pageant.

The finals will be at Eastern Michi-
gan University May 16-18 in the Hoyt
Conference Center.

The Michigan pageant is the official
state finals to the Miss National Teen-
ager Pageant aired on national televi-

paid trip to Atlanta to compete in the
national pageant.

Miss Robinson is active in cheerlead-
ing, volleyball, forensics, choir and the-
ater. She has served as president of the
French Club, is a member of the
French Honor Society and is vice presi-
dent of the National Honor Society.

She was elected governor of Michi-
gan Girls State and represented Michi-

interpretation of Twain on Broadway and television. Car-
roll doesn’t mind the comparison, calling Holbrook's one-
man show “fantastic, fabulous.”

But the role isn't a new one to Carroll. He played the
riverboal bard in Ohio schools and in the Ohio Air Nation-
al Guard after receiving permission to do the character
from Holbrook and Mark Twain’s estate. N

One reason Carroll usually is “invisible” is that he gets
enough announcing jobs that he doesn’t have to stand in
line to audition for jobs as a commercial actor,

An announcer never has to worry about breaking a leg,
close-ups or showing their best side.
'

HOWEVER, they too encounter their share of occupa-
tional hazards — like laryngitis and overly-alliterative
copy written by ad agencies.

“Try to say ‘wooden wicker wire rack’ a few times and
see if it doesn't make you crazy,” Carroll says, “or ‘crun-
chy erock-cured deli dills.” N

Words like “regularly” and “particularly” regularly and
particularly trip him up. When he’s faced with an unusu-
ally sticky string of tongue-twisters, Carroll practices by
talking with a cork in his mouth to limber up the lips and
larnyx.

Strictly speaking, Carroll says announcers should avoid
smoking and drinking, but he does both. Chocolate or milk
are also musts to avoid “or you get all glommy.”

Carroll says there are four basic voice types in.com-
mercials. There's the straight voice, which Carroll calls
“Mr. Nowhere,” without a hint of characterization.
There’s the over-excited “hype” voice that tells you to

glass’ restaurant and Farrell's Ice Cream Parlor, north of
12 Mile and west of Southfield Road.

“See your Ford dealer NOW!” There’s the deep, dramatic,
sensous voice that’s used when the product or image is
elegance. And then there’s the goofy voices like “Dr.
Wild" or “Sagebrush Zeb” where accents run rampant.

Announcers doing spots for far-away places must learn
the regional pronunciations of words and local landmarks
if the spot is to be taken seriously, Carroll said.

“We just finished some spots for “your Oregon Oldsmo-
bile dealer,” Carroll said. “You learn not to say ‘Ore-ih-

sion.

Michigan's winner wjll receive a
$500 cash scholarship, a Barbzon Mod-
eling scholarship and an all-expesne

gan last summer as a senator at Girls
Nation in' Wasdhington D.C.

She is the daughter of Mrs. Joanne
Robinson, of Farmington Hills.
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All of our patients are individuals and the needs and happiness of each are
always before us. We are a distinctive facility with a country club
in a secluded yet lient setting offering:
- Happy Hour Cocktail Lounge to meet - Exceptional Activities Programs
iend:

and greet friends - Area’s most reasonable rates
- ;:5;2‘:,‘,{’; Barber Shop to taok and ' ey yrained; protessional staft
- Physical & Occupational Therapy giving generous amounts of tender
- Spacious, Comfortable Rooms. loving care
We invite your personat inspection
28349 Joy Road, Westland

261-9500

SHERI LYNN ROBINSON

gone,’ you say ‘Organ.’™

Most of the voice work Carroll does, including the Olds
spots, is recorded at Ron Rose Studios in Southfield. The
modern facility is sandwiched in between Duglass Du-
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The Trimmer That Started it All
~ Is Starting It All Over Again!
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ifm" saving at First Farmington Sairian, Division of Detroit & Northern Savings

and more

To help celebrate our merger, we're offering you a choice of pretty and pract
cal Regal cookware and other quality products FREE. All you have to do is make
a qualifying deposit in any new or existing savings account at First Farmington
Savings, Division of Detroit & Northern Savings. Then, choose yourlgift from the
appropriate group — FREE. Hurry in and make your selection, as we expect a

big response to this special offer. '

Group 1

large sized bowls for all your slorage needs.

withou! **hot spots’

EGAL COOKWARE

Select any item from Group | FREE
when you deposit $300 or more:

A. Federal Glass 12-Piece Super Rocks Glassware Sel. Elegance is the word lor this

set of glassware. Serve your guests with Glacier Super Rocks glasses and earn their

admiration as a hos! or hostess of distinction. Each glass holds 12 oz. of cool refresh-

B. 3-Piece Stainless Sleel Storage Bowl Set'with Gavers. Regal's revolutionary
storage bowls are great for keeping foods lresh, leltovers tasty! In gleaming stawless
steel,"with plastic covers 1o keep in Ireshness. Set comes with small, mediwm and

Group Ii

C. 10°" Gourmel Pan. Be it gousmet delighis or eveiyday meals. this pan vall prepare
your favorite {005 1o mouth-watering perfection Exira-heavy aluminum heats evenly

cooking and cleaning.

D. Betty Crockar Cookbook. From appeuzers 1o zucchim, wt's all in this comprehensive
cookbook 1hat features kilchen-tested recipes for any meal or snack Handy reference
seclions provide special hints for any' cook, from beginner 1o experienced. to mane
your cooking easier and more delicious.

E. 11" Square Griddle. Handy griddle does t all — baking. griling. broifing and try-
ing. And Ihe SilverStone-lined interior assures you of no-stick coouing ang cleanup'
Made of exira-heavy aluminum for even heating: sloping sides for easy access

G lll Select any item from Group |1l FREE
roup when you deposit $5000 or more:

F. 2-Quart Parcelain-Clad Cast Aluminum Covered Casserale. Genurne porcefain with
{wo-tone decoralive stripes make this casserole s lovely 10 look al 3s 10 Cook with
SilverStone-ined interor mimimizes cleanup. extra heavy alyminum Construchion
assures even healing

G. 1-4 Cup Poly Drip Cotfee Miser™ Automatic Coflee Maker. Make delicious coltee in
fess (han 1 nunute per cup' There's a water window tor easy flling anc a removab'e
pump to make cleaning easy. too Economical to use. this collee maker saves on
colee. comes wilh a tuil 3-year warcanty

H. 5%2 Quarl Poly Poi™ Automatic Electric $1ow Caoker. Lets you cook fow ‘n' siow
or “lurn it up™” a Iie faster
polypropylene. Giant 5%2-qtcooking well 1s lined with Telon 11 fof no-shick no-scout
fuxury. Comes with see-through tid and handy cord storage

Special Regal Cookware Offer

Select any item from Group Il FREE
when you deposit $1000 or more:

. and the ali-new StiverStone lined nterior gwes you no-stick

Made of sturdy, hghtweight. heal-resistant

—————
WEED EATER® This Regal cast aluminum 7-piece cookware set looks and cooks so good thzt | Depaosit |Pay enly|
TRIMMER / it's exclusively approved by Belty Crocker Kitchens. This set features this this
s tightweight and easy to ':]i 5999 genuine porcelain exteriors wlm lwg tone decorative rings: SilverStone non
™~/ i - ings: - .
wirdnansman s ao | TAP-N-GO® < stick wnteriors for easy care: classic design Phenclic handles and knabs: and $300 | $59.95
Iy and safely with nylon cut- WEED EATER® heavy aluminum lor perfect heat conduction. To get this set of fine rookware.
togtne 0 s e mion e g horer, ap e vt an make a qualitying deposit and pay the-smail charge lsted: S1,000 | $4995
ground. The line automatically extends. So go 1o it. Trims
and edges. For medium 1o large lawns. 509 Scn:lngs 000 | $39.95
Plans LS50 )
OTHER MODELS (" Typeof - |Minimum [ Minimum | Annual Elfactive )
WEED —_— Account | Term mount._| Interast Rata_| Annusl Fate
SNIPPY 10" s27°° Passbook None | st 5%
\ cut 3409 Cerfificate | 1year | $100 6%
s4999 JIFFY 14" cut 34499 ‘Viile quantities tast. No mail orders. pleass. Limit 7m per persen of per account. Cericate ayers 100
4 #807 : N Certificate Byears | $100
® F,. Olfer expires May 16, 1980 ertif ¥ !
WEED EATER® .= SUPER NEEDLE $74°° Cettiticate | Byears | 100 Feceralregulations requne a substanuatinterest
CORDLESS TRIMMER 0" cut #589 o sgraioest '
Aftack grass and woeds. s nylon (i cuts the down to Money Market | 26 weeks | $10.000 | Interest rale quoted weeki Etlectve cates assume eainings ace lef 10 com-
o ey e i | XRS0 GAS 91247 ot 22125 Orhard Lake Rous, | et 20 vesks BlfaRsse | e
N Phone: 474-7250 2v-year POUNCED quarterty Federal teguiations pronibit
Money Markel| 2vzyears | $100 Interest rate quotec monihly ihe compounarg ol wieest on e 6Montn
paningt®” Oitice Hours: ) Certilicate &nd compounded cc Moner e aying e
P 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday: _ Y,

930 AW - :00 PM Friday;
930 AM - Noon Saturdsy
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