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F riend of powerful cited for grassroots service

By JEANNE WHITTAKER

‘The Detroit Public Library’s ‘Burton
Historical Collection will soon receive
a collection of papers guaranteed to
breathe new life into its archival por-
trait of the Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra. .

The papers belong to Signe
Karlstrom, a former Birmingham resi-
dent, who has spent 55 years in the
company of this century’s most excit-
ing and'influential Detroiters. .

The presentation, however, won't be
the most exciting event in Mrs.
Karistrom's life this year. On Aug. 3,

y three
she will be in Stockholm to be officially
proclaimed Swednsh American of the
Year. .

1t i$,"a preliminary press release
stated, the first time that a woman has
been so honored in the 21-year history
of the award, which is presented by the
Vasa Order of Americans in Sweden.

The statement prompted a hoot of
laughter from the small, attractive and
pleasant woman, who was quick to
point out that the award is less for her-
self than “all the people who helped me.
getit.”

Dipping into an encyclopedic mem-
ory of names, faces, places and events,
she spoke of men and women whose
generosity underwrote the formation
and support for most of Detroit's major
cultural and community institutions.

Mrs. Karlstrom relates without hesi-
tation the ups-and-downs of both the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra and the
Detroit Grand Opera Association, both
of which have had colorful, and finan-
cially precarious histories.

THERE WAS no symphony during
World War II, she explained, not only
because of a lack of manpower but be-
cause its former president, the late Dr.
Fred T. Murphy, disbanded it during a
labor contract disagreement.

Latér; “When I was president of the

‘Women’s Association ('49-'51) we hired
78 men and Walter Poole to conduct
them.” The move, she added, marked
the rebirth for what is now a world
class symphony orchestra.

All this didn't come about just be-
cause she was president of the women’s
association, she said. Much of the
strength she counted on came from a
group of women, including Mrs. Fred
T. Murphy and Mrs. Walter O. Briggs,
both deceased, whose social and eco-
nomic clout made things happen in De-
troit.

The women held their meetings at
Mrs. Murphy’s Grosse Pointe home or
at thé Woman'’s City Club not far from
Grand Circus Park, she said. The club
was the leading meeting place of its
day, she recalled. j

“At one luncheon.at Mrs. Murphy’s
house,” she marveled, “Mrs. Horace
Dodge gave us a check for $10,000.”

ON RARE OCCASIONS when mem-
ory fails, she dips into personal papers
stored at her Royal Oak apartment
overlooking the Red Run Country Club
golf course. Facts, dates, names and
details of hundreds of committee meet-
ings and social and benefit events are
at her fingertips.

Her interests range from the sym-
phony to the Detroit Grand Opera Asso-
ciation, to the Michigan Federation of
Music Clubs, Altrusa, the Cranbrook
Music Guild ahd Festival, the DAR, the
Cancer Society and the American Red
Cross. .

A irequent and favorite topic is the

- Detroit Swedish Council, whose presi-

dent, Wesley R. Johnson, was enthusi-
astic with praise following the an-
nouncement of her selection as the
awardee.

A charter member of the council,
during the early '60s she spent hun-
dreds of hours working with advertis-
ing executive Ernest A. Jones to re-
search background material for “They
Made A Difference,” an informative

Renaissance tour

Farmmgtnn Communlty Center offers group rates for its organized
tour called “Discover the World of the Renaissance Center,” set for
Wednesday, June 25. Fee of $13 includes transportation, tour and
lunch in Detroit Plaza Hotel with time allotted for browsing and ship-
ping. Bus leaves Oakland Community College’s parking lot at 9:30 a.m.
and returns about 3 p.m. Reservations are being taken now by calling

“the eenter, 477-8404.

Madias will chair
Glendi at Holy Cross

Nicholas Marcos Madias of South-
field takes the chairmanship of the
steering committee for Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox Church’s fourth Greek
Glendi Festival.

The. festival will be held on the
grounds of the Farmington Hills
church, 25225 Middlebelt Road Friday-
Sunday, June 13-15. Festival hours will
be 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday and Saturday
and from noon to 7 p.m. Sunday. There
is'no admission charge.

Madias is a founding member of the
church, and a past president of the par-
ish council. He has been active in the
building and site committee and has
bel; raise the mecessary funds to
build the first phase of the first new
Greek Orthodox Church complex in
greater Detroit in the last 35 years.

Madias is a painting contractor with
Madias Brothers Inc. of Detroit and fa-

* ther of three children.

‘You and Your Car’ 4-session class set

James Okonowski comes to Farm-
ington Community Center for a, four-
sessiop class called “You And Your
Car” that runs from 7-10 p.m. on Tues-
days beginning June 24.

He is a vocational automotive-safety
instructor with Wayne State Universi-

\ ty’s Adult Education Department and a
‘_lm Benenl ice mechanic,

4

Essence of the class will be to learn

how to drive and maintain automobiles -

efficlently, safely and economically by
learning the workings of ignition, elec-
trical, brake, steering, suspension, cool-
ing and fuel systems.

Registrations are taken by calling
the center, 477-8404.

book the council dedicated to' Swedes
who settled in Detroit.

“It all began when I was president of
the Jenny Lind Club ('39-41),” she said.
“Because 1 was a hard worker; other
groups began asking me to do things.”

However, working with the Swedish
Council is among the most rewarding
of her projects, because “it’s not an
ethnic group. It gets something done
when it needs doing.”

Among its most exciting activities,
she said, were assuming official host
duties when Princess Christina visited

Detroit in 1974, followed by her

brother, now King Carl Gustaf, in 1976.

Strictly on a local basis, she noted,
the club works to preserve the Swedish
pational heritage, most nbteably by
celebrating traditional holidays. The
members even travel to Sweden, she
said, to Iocate authentic ingredients for
ethnic dishes and beverages.

A NATIVE of Goteborg, Mrs.
Karlstrom first arrived in Detroit in
1922 to visit an uncle, the late Carl B.
Parsons, the first vice-consul to be as-
signed to the city. When she returned to
Swedep two years later, it wasn't long
before the Parsonses were able to con-
vince her to return with them for a
lengthier stay.

‘This time the visit became perma-
pent when she met and married Gun-
par Karlstrom, a pative of Orebro,
Sweden, who had also immigrated to
Detroit.

The marriage, which lasted until his
death in 1952, she said, was ome in
which music played an important role.
However, in spite of her love of music

“and her board memberships with both

the symphony orchestra and the grand
opera association, she said she is no
musician.

“I grew up with the normal routine

of piano lessons which I used to play

hymns on holidays,” she said. “Gunnar’

loved to sing, and our boys (Lars, Olof
and Carl Gpnnar) all sang with the Ca-
thedral of St. Paul choir.”

“There was always music in our
house. Most people played bridge after
dinner parties, but our entertainment
was good conversation and plenty of
music. I reatly just love it when 10 or
12 people sit down for a good exchange
of ideas and opinions.”

Shortly after the announcement that
Mrs. Karlstrom had been selected the
Swedish American of 1980, the Swedish

‘Ambassador to the U.S,, Count Wilhelm .

‘Wachtmeister, voiced his opinion of the
choice.

“A well-deserved honor,” the ambas-
sador noted. “It is a recognition for her
work on the grassroot level. She is a
worthy representative for all the loyal
people in the Swedish American vine-
yard"” -

In August Signe Karlstrom will
be in Sweden to be named the
Swedish American of the Year.
(Staff Photo)

EW! from Silhouette

You asked for it — now it's here! The opportunity you've been waiting for. Now you can trim down and
firm up with our new 1/2 year, 1/2 price complete Spa program. Never before offered, it's available for
a limited time only, just when you need it most to shape up for the revealing outdoor season ahead.

24th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL OFFER!

Men ... women .

. now for the first time you can enroll in our new 1/2 year.

cash p basis

1/2 prlce Spa prog

. it's on a non-r

for 1/2 a year at 1/2 the yearly price to all Spa visitors who cail or drop in durlng
our Anniversary Celebration now going on!

Free “i did it at the Spa” Shirts

Now’s the time to do it at the Spa! Enjoy a complete free trial visit using hot
whirlpool spa, ultra-modern sauna, Arizona desert dry heat room, swimming pool
and over one million dollars of facilities and shape-up equipment at each Spa,
and then receive your *| did it at the Spa" Shirt absolutely free, without obligation
during our Anniversary Celebration.
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HEALTH SPAS

30000 TELEGRAPH-ROAD at 12/, Mile @ PHONE 356-6700

Private Facilities for Ladies & Men o Qpa;l Daily 10-10 e Adult Visitors, 18 and over, Welcome!
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