It’s the kind of statement that confuses more
than it clarifies. Jerry Falwell, president of Moral
Majority and pastor of the Thomas Read Baptist
Church in Lynchburg, Va., said at his “I Love
America” rally in Indianapolis that he is “not em-
barrassed to equate Americanism and biblical mo-
rality. This country is not a Moslem nation or a
Jewish nation. It’s a Christian nation.”

‘Does that mean that everyone who is not a Chris-
tian is unAmerican? Or that anyone doing unChris-
tian things is unAmerican?

What about the person who considers himself a
Christian and believes that Falwell is wrong: Is that
person unAmerican or unChristian or both?

Isuppose that the issue is really not that import-

Affer all, people aren't really saying what they
mean, or is it the other way around, they don't
mean what they say.

But the problem starts when you begin to apply
that kind of statement to courses of action that are
being determined by your government. At the pres-
ent time there is a considerable debate in Washing-
ton over what is called the CIA Center, or more
technically known as the National Intelligence Act
of 1980.

THE PROPOSED charter would provide a com-
prehensive legislative basis for the activities of the
CIA, National Security Agency, Defense Intelli-
gence Agency and in certain activities, the FBIL

It is designed to provide some standards for
oversight and accountability from intelligence ac-
tivities conducted by the U.S.

ant when it'is put in the context of a political rally. .

Church, state should be kept apart
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perspectives
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Buss

" One of the features of the charter is the ban on
the use of missionaries from religious institutions
as cover for certain intelligence activities. This ban
has been described by CIA director Stansfield
Turner as “an unwan‘anted limitation of flexibili-
ty."

He feels that the self-imposed agency regu]aunns
restricting the use of religious missionaries for in-
telligence activities meet the objections raised by
the religious communities. The problem is that on a
number of occasions he had to waive these internal
guidelines.

Turner certainly has a problem, but think for a
moment the kind of problem that a missionary has
in this kind of regulation. Is the missionary a repre-
sentative of the U.S government or the church that
commissions him/her? Would that missionary be
unAmerican to refuse the patriotic duty of intelli-
gence agent for the CIA or unChristian to refuse the
mission assignment directed by the church.
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AND IF. THAT is confusing, think how it must
sound to the people With whom the missionary is
working. Wouldn't it be Christian to accept the role
of the unChristian or unAmerican who refuses to
serve as an intelligence agent for the CIA while
serving as the missionary of a church?

Fm not sure, But I think the equation breaks
down under its own absurdity, and the better choice
of wisdom would be to scrap the whole idea; both
the notion that this is a Christian nation and that
the CIA ought to be free to use mlssmnanes for
their lntelhgznce work.

‘This is not to imply that there are no Christians
in this country nor that Christians have no obliga-
tion to their country. It is rather to say as simply as
possible that our citizenship in this United States is
not determined by our religious affiliation.

Mormon Chureh.
Backman

the advisor from Mormon
quarters to the regional

1t is also to say that the practice of our citizen-
ship is influenced by our religious affiliation, but
can never be combined into one entity. And it af-
firms once again the distinction between the body
politic and religious preference.

One does not have to be a Christian to be a good
citizen of this land. That is one of the most signifi-
cant features I can think of in what makes this
country so great.
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Morman leader
visits Michigan

Elder Robert L. Backman, leader
from The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints in Salt Lake City,
‘Utah, tours Michigan this week with a
stop in Westland Stake Center to meet
180 full-time representatives of Ihe

is a member of the
church’s First Quorum of Seventy and

tives for the southeast Michigan and
northwest Ohio area. His visit concerns
the missionairies of the church in the
Michigan Dearborn Mission.

Vernon A. Cooley, president of the
Michigan' Dearborn Mission said the
purpose of the visit was to “instruct the
representatives of the church to more

grams to the people of Michigan and
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