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OBSERVATION POINT By Philip H. Power

CHICAGO—This is no ordinary
.fonvention city, This is no ordin-
.8y convention.

-u This is a convention under the

gun.

suArmed, blue-helmeted cops are

_mverywhere on the streets.

They flew several thousand na-
nal guardsmen into O'Hare
JAAirport over the weekend. The
vharbed wire around the amphi-
theater looks like something out

wseal the G erman concentration
camp.

The security is ferocious. There
are supposed to be 15 security
people on duty for every single
one of the 5,611 delegates and

ernates.
'o get your press credentials,
u practically have to give yeur
nk balance and blood type.

. e .

REASONS WHY are a lot

re complicated than the offi-
cial concern about the personal
security of the candidates or the
delegates.

Sure, no one wants an assassin
to strike yet again. No one wants
to see the caldron of Chicago's

““ghetto erupt into full scale vio-
Xence. No one wants tc see the
covntless groups and sub-groups
here to protest some aspect of
American policy make a sudden
rush and trample the delegates.

But these fears scem greater
than the massive response of the
authorities. There is a tension in
the air—in the somewhat too brit-
tle laughter of the delegates, in
the mood of frustration and anxi-
ety that has settled over Chicago
.—that goes well beyond the sim-
ple question of how to insure the
physical safety of a large number

“of people.
“-*1t is in this odd mood and nat
vver who will be nominated

that the real significance of this
onvention lies

SO THE 1968 Democratic Na-
tional Convention may well be
the last one ever to be held by the
democratic Party as we present-
“=1y know it.

The plain fact is that this party,
which has .dominated Arpcrican
politics since 1932, is g
come apart at the se 3
gan as a coalition interest
groups lashed togethgr by Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt over 30 vears
ago. The labor unipns. the Ne-
groes, Jews, Poles, Catholics and
other minority groups. The intel-

lectual. The farmér radicals out—

of the mid-west

This was FDR's coalition. It
made the New Deal, and it de-
termined the course of American
politics from 1932 "til this time.

But look at what's happening.
‘THE NEGROES HAVE more
delegates at this convention than
ever before, but they're not hap-
py. They don't like the system-
atic exclusion practiced so in-
effectively by the southern white
leaders. They don't like the war
in Vietnam. They don't see any
candidate with soul.

So they sit in bitter black cau-
cuses.

The intellectual and the youth
in the party, much atiracted by
Senator McCarthy and the late
Senator Robert Kennedy, feel
that the old line estabjl
has ignored their dis: B
the deck of the conventi
rangement,
down their throats.

““We need some young blood,”’
is the conventional cry of any
party leadership, but the young
blood in the Democratic Party
is grumpy at what it thinks is
hypocrisy.

The unions, traditionally a lib-
eral force in the party, are hav-
ing their own internal problems,
and their rank and file are fear-
ful of pressufe from Negroes
wanting jobs and pushing senior-
ity rules.

The farmers sit back in aston-
ishment at the riots in the streets
and yearn for more simple times.

And suddenly these groups
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don’t seem to feel that the tradi-
tional Democratic Party offers
them the route to achieve their
goal that it used to.
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IT ISN'T, HOWEVER, just the
conflicts between the coalition
groups that is putting such fear-
ful pressure on the party,

It's a growing realization—to
be read on the anxious faces of
the delegates as they spin in the
endless world of a convention—
that the body of liberal thought
that has worked as the cement
for the traditional demacratic

Chicago : The Laughter Is Brittle

coalition is breaking down.

Not breaking down, perhaps,
but rather becoming irrelevant.

For example, one of the im-
portant propositions of a clas-
sical Democratic liberalism
was that the federal govern-
ment had a clear obligation to
take dircct action in ficlds such
as unemployment and welfare,
but many in the Democratic
Party are beginning to think
that federal action in thesc
arcas simply isn’t the whole
answer.

They argue that the red tape,

.

. >
the dependency and the ineffec-
tiveness of present welfare sys-
tems cannot be accepted, and
they conclude that the liberalism
that led to these programs is no
longer up to solving the problems
of 1968. '

JFor years residents of the Ply-
duth” Community have thrilled
ithe precision marching "color
“aard unit of VFW Mayflower
cost as it proudly led all major
rades, participated in com-
unity events and generally
fead the name of Plymouth
“Afoughout Wayne County, the
" ate of Michigan and many parts
of' the nation.
became almost a tradition
the legendary, smartly-
ching, well-drilled group of
in their colorful blue and

Coalitions need a cement! Usu-
ally, it's called an ideology. .
When the cement starts to chip,
coalition starts to break and
that’s why Democrats here are
more anxious than it seems they
should be. §
That's why this convention is

under the gun. N

WHO CAN PUT HiM TOGETHER AGAIN 7

{te uniforms to be the first to
“ic*he down Main Street for the
‘Miinorial Day, July 4 and othef
Jgrocessions of the past nine or 10

TS.
2The men, all veterans of wars
“7h; foreign soil, took pride in
. ie‘_,ilr performances. Regardless
fghow well they marched, every
sifigle man wanted to do better

e next time out. <
i Then the years began to take
ll. There was a time when the
lor guard led an equally smart,
cision - marching drill team.

He latter fell by the wayside a
few years ago when the members
@adually dropped out and it was

-Jonger feasible for such a unit
&j‘l‘fnarch.
~2But the color guard continued.
‘“he group drilled every Sunday
sat:three or four hours, always

eeking perfection with the idea
§!‘somelime capturing a national
iampionship.

[ THISIS THE
WEEK THAT.. .

CHICAGO — It's going hom e
again and clucking about the
dear departed. -

The faccs/(\fm;;c and the
people you /know are older and
occupied with other pursuits. You
remember the faces sometimes,
but the names get scrambled.

The Michigara¥legation is lac-
ed with younger people and that's
good. They have newer dreams
and that’s the sajvation. There's
the nostalgia like the A & P store
1s now a record shop.

So this is about the people who
aren’t here sweltering in the In-
ternational Amphitheater, grab-
bing for microphones and timing
the roll call so as not to miss the
bugay when it rolls by.

There isn't much chance of
that this year, but

P

GIVE US ANOTHER few min-
utes with the shock of unruly hair
the awry bowtie, the sonor-
ous voice. Former Gov. G. Men-
nen Williams, the patriarch of the

/. latter day Democratic party in

Michigan, is in Manila in ambas-
sador’s stripes.

He could have been here with a
nod at the state convention in De-
troit. But Soapy (and few ever
called him that in his hearing)
felt the greater good was to go to
the Philippines, leaving with
Democrats a state convention
keynote speech and a legend.

Williams posed with a birthday
girl at the state convention, shook
every hand in sight and appeared
willing to carry a torch whenever
called upon. They miss Soapy
here

Willis Brewer isn't here, either.

PR

WILLIS, A GEM in Oakland

County Democratic politics, is
semi-retired from the field now,
He was at the 18th Congressional
District convention looking a bit
wan and light of weight.

“No, I'm not going to Chicago
this year”" he said. “'Let’s let the
party grow with the younger
people.”

Willis once was Director of the
Office of Hospital Survey and
Construction. He ran into trouble
with the Hatch Act and departed
more in sorrow than chagrin.

When the 1957 state highway
plan (freeways) came out, Oak-
land county was almost excluded.
The county put Willis on the job.
A revised version corrected the
oversight and Willis could have
paved all of Oakland county.

And Zorro isn't here, either.

His square name is Zolton A,

Ferency, the Delray kid who

came up through the Michigan

Liguor Control Commission

and was executive secretary of

Gov. John B. Swainson before

becoming state chairman dur-

ing an era that was like a Bob

Lo trip.

Ferency's office in Lansing
started out in front of the execu-
tive office, but it was detected
that his whispers were shredding
the chandeliers in the Senate half
a block away. He moved to the
north end of the office where the
crystal was tougher,

As state chairman, Ferency
followed his own star and ran
afoul the others. Zorro backed
Michigan Conference of Concern.

ed Democrats. Nothing wrong in
that, but Zorro became an issue
and he quit.

So none of them is here this
year. They've been replaced by
able men and women.

But the man was right.

You can't go home again.

CHUCK MATSON
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4Frequently in these suburbs,
)&u hear someone who ought to
Know better babbling about the
“‘sermfgral” atmosphere of one

Bargaining”
Needs New £ 525 v i some

mrmland left out here, the land
"I “rural” or “semi-rural’ or even

at is developed is no longer
A roa g ‘‘rustic,” although some trees
p C gmsy have been preserved. It's
~urban, and ought to be governed
cordingly.
The point is driven heme by the
‘own Crier, a little weekly serv-
& g the jewel of Lake Huron,
Mackinac Island. The Town Crier
still panders to the smalltown
eRagperated sense of social prom-
pence, which many islanders re-
" 1tain, by running social notes on
their money by spearheading a#WhO'S visiting whom, but the
drive to create order out of chaos, Zythrust of its coverage is to show
An obvious need—and the \'ery,,gme folks that they're becoming
least that should be done—is . more normal and more urban,
cstablishment of a time schedule - YWhether they care to admit it or
by which such negotiations can N
be guided.
For instance:
€ x s
LOCAL AGENTS of the munici¥Z;
pality and the employes ¢ould be:
required to either settle their d
putes by the beginning of the Ii%

Public legislation is needed to
bail the public, the taxpayers, out
of the mcrass of indefinite pro-
cedures and cxpectations of col-
lective bargaining in the public
business. -

Some state legislator could
help the taxpayers get more for

J&# Take the current issue, for in-

‘stance.

. .
FMACKINAC ISLAND is famous
for having no autos or trucks—
only horse-drawn transportation.
Tt has been that way for years,

cal year or submit to mediationg, and people find it charming. But
Mediation could have a 15-dagy, the truth is that the system is
time period, after which advisor! 7y ¥orking badly. ,
fact finding could be requirea ™ - The carriage company can't
This could be given 30 more days® - find qualified horse drivers in
1o effect a settlement. .- Winter, and so a councilman is
Binding arbitration could beﬁ“ suggesting 2 motorized car serv-
imposed if the dispute is noti - i€ from November to April . . .
resolved by that point. 2% ¢ A leading light in the Michigan
Neither employer nor employe: . Society of Architects criticizes
would be unfairly treated by such_ 11{:& “honky-tony" atmosphere of
a time limit, yet the public woul§s: the downtown section of Mack-
be better assured that the monid§; ihac Island, and the folks are now
it spends to support both are bég - furiously reexamining their build-
ing effectively used. ing code in an effort to preserve
-their atmosphere . . . R

..The Town Crier immediately
. -follows that item with this gem:
SAncther communication to the
. Epuncil, from Loring F. Oeming,
“executive secretary of the Michi-
Pan Resources Commission, said
the council must state its willing-
. hess in the immediate future to
build” waste-water treatment fa-

g

Neither the employer nor i
employes benefit by a negoti
tions stalemate—and the publi
certainly suffers.

Unresolved disputes take up
inordinate amount of attention
the elected officials and thels
agents, for one thing.

Unresolved disputes set uifi' cilities on Mackinac Island by
emotional antagonisms a m o ni§g’ a972., . "
the employes and their agentf;% . - L
for anolher,‘ .. / . " THERE'S AN INTERVIEW

with the new school superinten-
dent, whose big job during the
wo years of his contract will be
get grades 11 and 12 operating.

BOTH FACTORS CUT down op,
performance efficiency. a‘
The public’s money is wastedﬁé

“NFW Color
lymouth Tradition,
eaches The End

Guard,

Three times it won the state
championship. A year ago it
made a gallant bid for the U.S.
crown but was just a few points
short in the final judging.

Then came this year and the
members thought they had the
smartest unit ever. They won the
state title and again had ambi-
tions of the long-coveted but nev-
er aitained national crown.

Just two weeks before the na-
tionals, which were held in con-
junction with the convention in
downtown Detroit, one of the
color bearers suffered a heart
attack.

The others quickly filled the
post and resumed their drills.
Came the nationals and again
Plymouth had to be content with
a second place.

Naturally, all were disappoint-
ed but realized that it was a bet-
ter team that had won. They were
even more disappointed when
most realized that the time had
come to retire—the long hours of
practice and the encroachment
of Old Man Time were just too
much.

So, a Plymouth tradition has
passed on. The VFW color guard
unit will be seen no more and it's
sad that such a fine unit finally
reached the end of the trail.

All members deserve a big pat
on the back for their work over
thg years. They will be sorely
xlgls%sed come Memorial Day in

,Urbanization Comes
#-..;, To Vacation Isle

The island's year-around popula-
tion is increasing, vou know . . .

The administrative assistant to
the president of Mackinac Col-
lege says there is a need for “‘ef-
ficient taxi service in the winter,
when college activity is at its
peak. The college is also inter-
ested, he adds, in preserving
Mackinac's traditions, the paper
says. Ah, yes, even a college
must pay lip service to the island
syndrome . . .

So if even Mackinac Island
must struggle with the problems
of urbanization. where does that
leave these suburbs? Not with a
“semi-rural” atmosphere, by a
long shot!

—Tim Richard

Yopth Wants
To Govern
Itself

This indeed is the year of the
young. The young people dropped
in on the primaries, dand Presi-
dent Johnson dropped out. Poli-
tics joined fashions and music as
captives of the young.

So it isn't too surprising that
one Barry Becker, a 22-year-old
student at Wayne State Univer-
sity, is running for the S¥
Board of Governors, whose aver-
age age is 61.

Barry is working on his candi-
dacy and his bachelor's degree
at the same time, and maybe
he'll get the former as well as the
latter. For he's going after the
Democratic nomination on the
platform of representing the stu-
dents and teachers. It’s a matter
of self-determination, which also
happens to be a tradition of the
Democrats.

The point has long been made
that those most affected by and
involved in the processes of | a
university, the students and !ile
teachers, are those with the least
voice in its governance. What
more logical solution than to elect
a student to the Board of Gov-
ernors? .

Bat it to 'em, Barry!

—Robert Selwa

Services the public intended t
buy with that money do no

match up to expectations, ande
surely can't show an improvéy .
ment in dollar value. :

Ewmployes descrve the righ
to bargnin collectively.

Public officials have the re.. "
sponsibility to administer pub.,
lic funds to best advantage.

When the predominance &
facts indicates that -these tw”
factors cannot be resolved to m¢: -
tual advantage of the public,van -
additional safeguard is needed. g, -

That safeguard must co
from state or federal laws.

—Dennis L, Pa

Adveadising Ditector
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