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Special Efforts Required

Blighted Township Neighborhoods Need Study

A few weeks ago, this column spoke of the need
for adequate low-income housing in the Farmington
Area,

The crux was that Farmington is becoming
a community for middle-aged, white-collar
workers who move into new subdivisions and
pay $40-870,000 for their homes.

But the sons and daughters, and parents, of this
generation look outside of Farmington for housing
because there is not enough adequate low-income
homes here. Returning veterans, college graduates,
young married couples. and senior citizens just can-
not afford to live in Farmington.
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IT WAS NOTED in that column that this is a
Farmington problem because many of these are off-
spring and parents of Farmington residents.

It is unfortunate that youth must move
elsewhere and then wait until they are 33-40 be-
fore making an entry into their hometown.

One response that column drew was that low-
income housing will result in a large influx of school-
age children and overburden the school district. The
!extra load would result in greater expense and higher
axes. R

.But there is low-income housing already
existing in Farmington. The challenge is to

Daniels Den

By EMORY DANIELS

make those areas adequate living neighbor-
hoods. Improvement of these areas would not
result in any great addition of school age child-
ren since a large number of children already
live there. .

The point is: These areas should be improved.
There is little excuse for the existence of substandard
neighborhoods in Farmington Township.

SUBSTANDARD HOUSING exists because gov-
ernment has ignored the southeast sections. The
township reacts when a crisis exists and then settles
back and ignores the area after making token contri-
butions.

No special efforts are made to improve roads in
the south end. Southenders are invited to participate
in special assessment programs for paving with the

same split of sharing expenses as is applied in the
northern part of the township.

And here lies the rub. Residents of the
south end just cannot afford the special assess-
ments for road construction, sewer and water,
or drainage work. Although their incomes may

dwellings instead of milking rent from ancient
buildings.

The ordinance could specify that fuel stoves be
located in the utility room and not in the living room.
1t could insist on proper insulation and electrical wir-
ing. Lot sizes could remain smatl.

When a structure is condemned and torn down,

be only half of their northern neighbors, they
are still exgected to pay the same share to get a
road paved. Thus, roads aren’t getting paved
and the township’s road funds are being spent
for improvements in the north.

The present township policy for road improve-
ments has not accomplished much in the south end.
It seems about time for that policy to be changed.
This is one special effort which could be made.

. . .

ANOTHER COULD BE to create a zoning ordi-
nance establishing a low-income housing district. The
district could be identical with present low-income
areas.

But the ordinance could set standards on
building materials, roofing, plumbing and elect-
rical codes. With enough teeth, the ordinance
might force absentee Jandlords to improve their

I/-I()w Yo

FARMINGTON

Last semester, a traveling
faw seminar was conducted for
government classes at North
Farmington High School. Our

Lady of Sorrows and Our Lady
of Mercy

The word semirar is used
loasely for want of a more apt
description. It was actually a
round-table discussion session

ung People View Law

designed to oblain student atti-
tudes about the law and ex-
change ideas on the good and
bad points of the law.

THE SESSIONS WERE

Ellsworth Criticizes
State’s ‘Nitpicking’

FARMINGTON
State Boundary Commis-
sioners and staff members
were given a lecture Wednes-
day by Gerald Ellsworth, who
described their actions as “'nit-
picking”* and frustrating to
Farmington residents
Ellsworth made his criti-
cisms after it became appar-
ent the commission was ready
to reject the substitute petition
filed by Robert McConnel!

ELLSWORTH. a Quaker-
town resident, was among the
leaders of Citizens For A Bet-
ter Farmington which led the
campaign last fall to consoli-
date the city, township and
both villages into a single city.

“If nothing else. what vou
are doing may be legally nec-
essary to establish procedure
and define your authority.”
Ellsworth told the commission

“but 1 see your approach as
frustrating the needs of resi-
dents of Farmington Town-

ship.”"

Ellsworth said the commis-
sion was “going through nit-
picking motions and arriving
nowhere.” That's why young
people today are upset with
the Establishment. Ellsworth
added. because it wastes so
much time doing so little.

~Consolidation failed be-
cause of the veto power.” El-
sworth continued. A small
minority of the totai number
affected threw the situation to
what is happening today "

City residents opposed con-
solidation because they wanted
to retain their small city. Ell-
sworth commented, yet now
city residents are seeking just
the opposite by trying to an-
nex half the township.

“1 FEEL that while the

JCs Thankful

For Honor

EDITOR

The Farmington Area Jay-
cees were honored by your
complimentary editorial rec-
ognizing the Jaycees as the
Club of the Decade” during
the 60s. We would be remiss
however. if we did not recog-
nize that our accomplishments
were a measure of the splendid
cooperation we have received
over the years from the com-
munity

We want to share our recog-
nition with the Farmington
Area merchants. public offi-
cials. professional people, or-
ganizations and residents who
made the past 10 years' ac-
complishments possible.

Founded in 1946, the Jaycees
have always enjoyed a close
tie with the development of
Farmington and its people
Until just recently the chap-
ter's members were almost
entirely both residents and
merchants.  professionals,
servicemen and tradesmen in
the community. This gave us a
vested interest in Farming-
ton’s future,

With the recent population
increase the number of mem-
bers both warking and living in
Farmington has decreased as a
percent of our total member-
stip. Yet the chapter has re-
tained its concern for the de-

Boundary Commission is tan-
gled up in legal verbage. the
intent of the community is
being frustrated” Ellsworth
continued.

“If this is to be the pattern
of the Boundary Commission,
heaven forbid for the citizen
who tries to face the issues of
his community and tries to
make decisions.

“When I petitioned for con-
solidation, there was no per-
sonal cost involved. Since
then. this has become a legal
snafu, and citizens are throw-
ing up their hands in complete
frustration.

“1 realize the Boundary
Commission did not create the
law,"" Ellsworth concluded.
“but the intent of the law
seems to be subjugated now o
legal procedures.”

ELLSWORTH'S

COM-
MENTS brought an i i

sponsored by Oakland County
Bar Association. Leading dis-
cussions at Farmington schools
was Robert Nelson. an attor-
ney with offices in Farmington
Township and a former town-
ship justice of the peace.

The discussions are sched-
uled after the students have
learned about the three
branches of government and
the system of checks and bal-

ances.

Purpose of the visits, as de-
fined by Nelson in a letter to
government teachers, was to
discuss “the difficulties of

of not only justice but also
law. While just about every-
body feels he is an expert on
justice, many consider the law
to be mysterious.

“While most people are
pretty familiar with the func-
tions of chief executives, bu-
reaucrats, political parties,
legislators and _lobbyists,
they're a little fuzzy about
judges and lawyers and
whether the police are a part
of the executive and hence
which branch has responsibil-
ity for their action.

“'Providing the younger

i ith an

human beings ing
justice among human beings
and removing some of the
mystery of the law, exposing
foolishness as well as necess-
ity and even some nobility.”

The approach was “Tell it
like it is™ and a flexible atmos-
phere was sought to allow stu-
dents to discuss any facet of
the law which boihered or con-
cerned them.

DURING LAST semester,
Nelson visited 19 government
classes at the three schools.
When asked why the program
was attempted, he answered:

“Perhaps as never before,
the American system is being
challenged and tested in many
sectors of our society, includ-
ing high school students. 1t is
my opinion that many of the
challenges are well founded,
some are mot, and some are

reaction from G.S. Francke.
chairman of the Boundary
Commission.

““Ail of the actions are com:
ing from Farmington,”
Francke said. "1 can under-
stand your frustration. but all
of this legal business is eman-
ating from citizens of Far-
mington not from this commis-
sion.”

Commissioner Irving Rozian
said he sympathized with Ell-
sworth’s views. But whichever
decision the ission made

an
Better understanding is needed
so that both concurrence and
challenge are realistic.

“It could well be that the
judicial branch is more chal-
lenged than the legislative or
executive because it is not as
well understood by the bulk of
the population.

“This lower level of under-
standing may exist because
the judicial branch concerns
itself with the administration

W
ing of the judicial branch of
government is the responsibil-
fty of many peaple. High
school’ teachers of civics or
American government are
probably on the front lines in
carrying out this job."

CHAIRMAN OF THE
county bar’s school program is
James Renfrew. Next semes-
ter, Harold Larsen has volun-
teered to help Nelson with the
discussion meetings in Far-
mington.

When Nelson arrived in a
classroom, the desks were
arranged in a semi-circle to
foster relaxed and free discus-
sion.

‘The seniors were very ideal-
istic. says Nelson. and very

during the discussions that the
students were not as bent on
reform as he had anticipated
they would be. Many students
were sympathetic to problems
of the police.

Much interest was expressed
in the areas of criminal and
traffic law. Many questions
were asked about the right of a
policeman to pull a driver
aver for a traffic violation and
then conduct a complete
search of the car.

Nelson expressed surprise on
the number of students who
held status quo views. He
added that only about 5% of the
students at North dressed in an
extreme manner during his
visits there.

Nelson said he discovered
quite a bit of flexibil
tudes. Student opinions were
not fixed, he added. and most
were opef-minded

“'On the whole it was a very
interesting experiment. The
students were great.” Nelson
concludes. “I think one thing
we all tearned was that we
should not be so fast to criti-
cize and change things but
should first get more facts and
understanding. "

orr deled, an adequate home ought to be the re-
sult. The resident ought to be able to navigate the
road his home is located on. And he shouldn't have
raw sewage collecting in the ditch in front of his
home.
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THE TOWNSHIP Beautification Committee has
worked with some homeowners in the area and man-
aged to obtain some improvements. But the absentee
{andlord has escaped. And muddy roads and raw
sewage in ditches still remain.

Yes, some progress has been made. But
inadequate living conditions remain and will
continue unless government decides that special
efforts are needed.

‘The sad thing is there is not even a study com-
mittee formed to see if anything can be done. Appar-
ently. the township assumes its blighted areas are
there to stay and are perfectly content not to take
action.

Attends School

JAMES L. BRAND

30030 West 8 Mile - Lot 3

DEALER
ROOFING PRODUCTS
CEMENT PRODUCTS

PAINT PRODUCTS
PAVING CRACK FILLER
TIRE PUNCTURE SEAL

PHONE 476-1979

FARMINGTON
PFC DAVID P. JOHNSTON.
21, son of Mr. and Mrs
Charles “A. Johnston of 31630
Lonnie. Westland. has com-
pleted a strategic microwave
systems repairman course at
the U. S. Army Signal Cenler
and School. Ft. Monmouth. N
J

His wife. Nina, lives at 30187
S. Stockton, Farmington.

FOR A BRAND
NAME BATTERY

Looking around for the best in o
battery buy? Don't be stuck with a
cheap battery. See us for a brand
name, low-cost batteryl

BOB ROZENBOOM
SERVICE

| 32410 GRAND RIVER 474-7446

quickly the di led to
the “why" of the law. Why is
there no perfect solution to
problems of law?

Why should the guilty be
allowed to plead the fifth
amendment? Why do lawyers
defend clients they know to be
guilty? Why is the law so
complex and why does it move
50 slowly?

Is the law hooked on the
past? Does the law favor the
criminals and the rich? Do the
courts tie the policeman’s
hands? :

.t

NELSON DISCOVERED

velopment of the Fa
Area.

The ever increasing size of
Farmington is bringing about
change: with its associated
problems and challenges
These challenges must not be
ignored. The Jaycees. as
young men and women, are
acutely aware of the future’s
needs. for we are facing 1ts
problems. Both ourselves and
our children will live in the
environment that is created
today. We recognize to retain
the status guo is a luxury that
we cannot afford.

As the community sets out
to forge a new decade we ask
the community to pledge, as
we do, to tackle the task of
meeting the human and envi-
ronmental needs of the 1970s.

N NOEL KURTH
i President
Farmington Area Jaycees

GM ExecutiveHHelps
Direct Campaign

BLOOMFIELD HILLS

Martin D. Walker was
named chairman of the Auto
Suppliers Division of the 1970
Development Campaign for
the Traffic Improvemnent Asso-
ciation of Oakland County re-
cently

Walker, purchasing director
of GMC Truck and Coach, is
spearheading his campaign
toward a goal of $20.000 in con-
tributions from Oakland
County suppliers of the auto-
motive industry.

The campaign is scheduled
to run until March.

The funds will be used to
advance the accident preven-
tion program of TIA so as to

reduce_tne Oaklaud Lounty
traffic jtoll which last year
claimed 200 lives, more than
18,000 njured, and property
damage estimated at more
than $49 milion.

While at GMC Truck and
Coach |the past four years,
Walker| earlier served as sec-
tion supervisor, material con-
trol and follow-up, and later
was prpmoted to manager of
material control and schedul-

ing.

gln hfs new voluntary post,
Walkef succeeds Homer C.
Jacksop, director of purchas-
ing, Pontiac Motor Division,
who held the same chairman-
ship during TIA's Develop-
ment Campaign last year.

would be appealed to the
courts. Rejection of the substi-
tute or a request for a declara-
tory judgment seemed the
quickest means of resolving
the conflict, said Rozian.

Chuck Hackney. assistant
attorney general. commented
that Ellsworth's remarks were
“symptomatic of an era when
an attorney is looked upon
dimly, but attorneys haven't
drummed up anything here.
Citizens want legal matters
decided as quickly as possible.

*“Your comments are indica-
tive of other comments heard
from Farmington persons that
the Boundary Commission is
generating litigation,” Hack-
ney continued. “But this sub-
ject matter generates litiga-
tion. not the Boundary Com-
mission.”
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Jobn Clappison

CLAPPISON
33215 Grand River

Jobn and Bill say:

Keap us in mind ~
DEDICATED SERVICE for OVER 100 YEARS

FARMINGTON INSURANCE AGENCY

e

Bil1 Conroy
we're easy to find

and CONROY

GR 4 ~ 3511 f

OIL PAINTINGS-
ART OBJECTS

A wide selection of
framed, original oils,
statuary, metal
sculpture and fine
quality reproductions.
Come in and browse.

33409 Grand River Avenue
on
477-5191
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METRO
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MAN OFFICE
33205 Grond River
Near Farmiagton Rd.
4741000

SAVE THE SERVICE CHARGE
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check -
FI'G6
|

MeGro

NOMINIMUM
BALANCE REQUIRED

7\ metropolitan
national bank

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

When you switch your checking account
10 Metro, forget all aboul paying service
charges. All Metro customers check free
very month regardless of the monthly
balance they keep in their ac
count. There is no minimum
balance requirement on either
personal or business checking
accounts. Simply switch your
checking account to Metropol-
Itan National Bank of Farm
ington and never pay anoth-
er service charge

of farmington

QUAKER TOWN
27500 Farmington Road
Near 12 Mite Rd.

476-9111

REDFORD OFFICE
25719 Grond River
Near Beech Daly
KE 8-9400




