Ground swell for defense:
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$53.1 billion for weapons; MX missile rolls on

Here's how area members of Con-
gress were recorded on major roll call
votes May 8-21.

HOUSE

MX MISSILE — By a vote of 319-42,
the House refused to cut $1.6 billion
from next year's Pentagon budget for
researching and developing the pro-
posed MX intercontinental missile. The
amendment was offered to HR 6974, a
defense spending bill later passed and
sent to the Senate. The MX system is to
be the nation’s next generation of nu-
clear missiles, for defense or attack.
‘The missiles may be housed in under-
ground launch sites in western states.

Rep. Ronald Dellums, D-Calif., who
favared deleting money for the missile,
predicted the MX will prove too expen-
sive and will “die of its own weight."

Rep. John Seiberling, D-Ohio, an op-
ponent of cutting the funds, said that by
developing the MX while negotiating
with the Soviet Union, the US. would
retain the “option of having an ade-
quate counter to their new generation
of missiles.”

Members voting yea appose the MX.

Reps. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth, and
William Brodhead, D-Detroit, voted

yea.

Reps. William Ford, D-Taylor,
James Blanchard, D-Pleasant Ridge,
and William Broomfield, R-Birming-
ham, voted nay.

FQOOD STAMPS — The House ap-
proved, 345-56, an emergency appro-
priation of $2.5 billion to keep the food
stamp program alive through fiscal
1980, which ends Sept. 30. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture provides the
stamps to the poor to increase purchas-
ing power at food stores, Abont 21.4
million persons benefit from the
stamps. The average recipient gets
about $35 monthly in purchasing power
at grocery stores,

Rep. Richard Bolling, D-Mo., a sup-
porter, said that without the emergen-
cy funding “the secretary of agricul-
ture will be forced to order states to
suspend all food stamp benefits, effec-
tive June 1, to millions of poor and
near poor Americans who cannot af-
ford an adequate diet.”

Rep. Robert Michel, R-IIL, an oppo-
nent, said: “We all know about the
amount of waste, fraud and abuse in
the food stamp program.”

Members ‘voting yea want to keep
the food stamp program operational
through Sept. 30 or later.

Bonior, Ford, Brodhead, Blanchard
and Broomfield voted yea.

Pursell did not vote.
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FREE FOOD STAMPS — By a vote
of 289-112, the House refused to re-
sume government charges for food
stamps. Since 1979, individuals and
families fitting the government’s defi-
nition of poverty have been able to get
the stamps for free. The vote came
during debate on S 1309, a food stamps
funding bill later signed into law.

Rep. Steven Symms, R-Idaho, a sup-
porter, said that before the purchase
requirement was abolished the food
stamp program cost $5.5 billion annu-
ally. “Now, without the purchase re-
quirement, it is nearly $11 billion.”

Rep. Fred Richmond, D-N.Y., an op-
ponent, said that reinstituting the pur-
chase requirement would “actually re-
verse our entire food stamp program,
increase fraud, increase error rate, and
take the poorest of the poor people off
the food stamp rolls.”

Members voting yea want the gov-
ernment to resume charging for food

stamps.

Broomfield voted yea.

Pursell, Ford, Brodhead and Blanc-
hard voted nay.

Bonior did not vote.

DEFENSE SPENDING: By a vote of
338-62, the House passed a bill to spend
$53.1 billion pext fiscal year for weap-
ons, This bill only authorizes the mon-
ey. Separate legislation must be passed
to actually spend it. The $53.1 billion is
$6.2 billion more than President Carter
had requested. Although it could belp to
unbalance the fiscal 1981 budget, it re-
flects the comgressional ground swell
for. m defense spending.

p. Bill Alexander, D-Ark., a sup-
parter said: “Since the slow process of
neglect of our defense began early in
the last decade, we have watched our
military power drift into a state of un-
certain readiness.”

Rep. Andrew Maguire, D-N.J., an op-
ponent, said the bill “represents nearly
a 31 percent increase” over the fiscal
1980 weapons authorization bill, and
that “fully half of this increase was not
requested by the Department of De-
fense,”

Members voting “yea” favor the
$53.1 billion weapons outlay for the fis-
cal year that begins next October.

Ford,

vote of 253-115, the House rejected an
amendment awarding financial com-
pensation to World War II Philippine
Scouts or their survivors.

Under Gen. Douglas MacArthur, the
scouts fought with the US. Army at
places like Bataan and Corregidor but
were paid only half of what US. sol-
diers received. Costing an estimated $8
million, the amendment sought to pro-
vide scouts or their survivors with
lump-sum payments to equalize sala-
ries, as well as increased disability and
retirement benefits. The amendment
was proposed to HR 6974 (see preceed-
ing vote).

Rep. Leon Panetta, D-Calif, the
sponsor, said his amendment “simply
authorizes equal pay for equal risk

»

Rep. Bill Nichols, D-Ala., an oppe-
nent, said: “There was no inequity
perceived at the time by the Philippine
Scouts, and no inequity exists today.”

Members voting “yea” want to pro-
vide financial compensation to the Phi-
lippine Seouts or their survivors.

Bonior voted “yea.”

Parsell, Ford, Brodhead, Blanchard
2nd Broomfield voted “nay.”

MX MISSILE: By a vote of 250-152,
the House refused to abandon the so-
called “shell-game concept” for de-
ploying the MX missile. The vote left
untouched money for developing a plan
to conceal the MX system by shuttling
its rockets among underground launch
sites in the West The amendment
called for studying other deployment
modes, and was viewed by many as an
attempt to jettison the MX system. The
vote came during debate on the Penta-
gon weapons bill (see preceding votes),
wihich, as later passed, contained $1.6
billion for the MX.

Rep. Dan Glickman, D-Kan., a sup-
rorter, said the shell-game concept
goes against the “common sense of the
American people,” and that without
popular support the MX system will
never be built.

Rep. Richard Ichord, D-Mo,, said
House members “should get down on
their knees and pray that the Russians
zre nice people,” because the Soviets
defaraheaﬂcrtheus‘mmodcrmz

voted “yea.”
Parsell, Bonior and Brodhead, voted
“nag”

THE PHILIPPINE SOOUTS: By a
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Members voting “nay” want to con-
tinue developing an MX missile system
whose rockets would be continually
moved among underground launch
sites.

Pursell, Bomor, Ford and Brodhead
voted “yea.

Blanchard and Broomfield voted
“nay.”

SENATE

FOOD STAMPS — The Senate ap-
proved, 70-18, an appropriation of $3
billion to continue the food stamp pro-
gram through Sept. 30. The House ap-
proved a similar measure (see preced-
ing votes), and the emergency money
was headed for final congressional ap-
proval.

Sen. George McGovern, DSD, a
supporter, called food stamps “a hu-
manitarian program” that meets “the
needs of the hungry and the poor . . .
the most vulnerable citizens in our so-
cety.”

Sen. James McClure, R-Idaho, an op-
ponent, said “one out of every 10 Amer-
icans is now drawing food stamps
. .. That has to be a sign of something
basically and fundamentally wrong in
our society and with this kind of a pro-
gram.”

Senators voling yea want to fund the
food stamp program at least through
Sept. 30,

Sens. Donald Riegle and Carl Levin,
both Democrats, voted yea.

FEDERAL PENSIONS — The Sen-
ate killed, 50 for and 43 against, a pro-

posal to preserve the current semian-
nual cost-of-living pension increases
for retirea federal workers, including
congressmen. The proposal, which
would have cost taxpayers $400 million
in 1981, was offered to the fiscal 1981
congressional budget blueprint (H Con
Res 307). This vote means the cost-of~
living hike is to be awarded only once
annually.

Sen. Ernest Hollings, D-S.C., who fa-
vored killing the amendment, said that
to balance the budget, Congress “must
do away with expensive luxuries like
the semiannual increases.”

Sen. Charles Mathias, R-Md., who op-
posed killing the semiannual increases,
said, “The Senate cannot condone hold-
ing the federal retirees hostage in its
push to balance the budget "

Members voting yea favor only one
cost-of-living increase per year for fed-
eral pensioners.

Levin voted yea.

Riegle voted nay.

FTC: By a vote of 7415, the Senate
gave final congressional approval to a
bill that keeps a weakened Federal
Trade Commission alive through fiscal
1981. The bill limits the FTC's ability
to regulate children's advertising on
television and the insurance industry,
and gives Congress power to veto FTC
rules if both houses okay the veto.

Sen. Harrison Schmitt, R-NM., a
supporter, said “the possibility of 2 leg-
islative veto at the end of the regulato-

ry pipeline will insure that the FTC
considers our concerns at the beginning
of the pipeline.”

Most opponents wanted even more
restrictions on the FTC. However, Sen.
Howard M. Metzenbaum, D-Ohio, op-
posed the bill as too restrictive. “The
overburdened people of this country
need a diligent Federal Trade Commis-
sion that serves as a watchdog in the
market place,” he said.

Senators voting “yea” favor the bill.

Riegle and Levin voted “yea.”

AID TO NICARAGUA: The Senate
rebuffed, 41-38, an attempt to send to
committee and perhaps kill legislation
providing $75 million in foreign aid for
Nicaragua and $5 miilien for Hondu-
ras. The Senate later passed the bill
and sent it to the White House.

Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind., voted
“yea” and said that “the situation in
Nicaragua is not hopeless. The country
has not yet become a Marxist state.”

Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., who led
the attempt to sidetrack the bill, noted
the leftist bent of the Sandinista gov-
ernment in Nicaragua and said he
wants to make sure “that the U.S tax-
payer’s imoney is not being poured
down a Communist rathole.” .

Virtually all senators voting “‘yea”
favored passage of the foreign aid bill
for Nicaragua and Honduras.

Riegle and Levin voted “yea.”

Finding homes for the elderly

Communities in southeast Michigan are begianing to work
toward a three-year goal that calls for federal and state
assistance to 15 percent, or 32,000, of the 215,000 inade-

quately-housed households.

‘The goal is set down in the Housing Opportunity Plan re-
cently adopted by the Southeast Mncmgan Council of Govern~

ments (SEMCOG),

‘THE REMAINING 35 percent of the goal is aimed at pro-
viding new owner or reater housing units for inadequately
housed households.

Housing needs of the elderly and female-headed house-

counties.

According to the plan, 65 percent of the housing assistance
granted over the next three years should be rental assistance

and rehabilitation of existing housi

““This is in line with SEMCOG's nverall philosophical posi-
tion of makmg the best use of existing, paid-for structures in
the region,” said SEMCOG Executive Director Michael M.

Glusac.

“Rehabilitation of existing housing and rental assistance
for existing rental units are the most cost-effective means of
helping the elderly, female-headed households, and persons

with fixed or lower incomes.”

D planning
composed of 137 umts of government in Livingston, Ma-
comb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, Washtenaw and Wayne

elderly

holds are of primary concern in the plan. The plan identifies
46 percent of the region’s inadequately housed households as

and identifies 47 percent of the reglon's
le-headed house-

holds.

“It is crucial to understand what ‘inadequately housed’

means,” said Glusac. “An elderly person forced to spend too
much income for housing in order to have access to public

transit is inadequately housed.

1y housed,

“A widowed or divorced mother, struggling to care for a
couple of youngsters on a limited income, can be inadequate-

“Victims of the recent auto layoffs, who mortgaged a

house based on two incomes, can be inadequately housed.”
The U.S. Department of Labor reported last Wednesday
that the average family of four in Detroit spends nearly

$21,000 to maintain an average standard of living.
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Affordable luxury in
contemporary
townhous edesugn

Hideaway Valley Condominium Resort,
located in the heart of the finest and
most diversified resort facilities in

Three bedroom townhouse homes with
fireplace, appliances, carpet, baicony

garage, central air cundnlumng and gas

Hideaway Valiey features a modern
clubhouse, heated swimming pool, three
tennis courts, children's
“‘Tot-Lot"’ playground, and | panoramic
views of Crooked Lake, Little Traverse
Bay and the gently rolling countryside.

For information call: 616-526-6264 or
M. Septic, Inc., Realtors,
Hideaway Valley, Clayton Rd.,

Harbor Springs, Mi. 49740
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3325 Orchard Lake Rd.
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Inferior Design 'Service Avaliable ot Main Showroom Only. :
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