Bluegrass by,

By ERIC PETERS and JOAN SHER-
MAN )

Memorial Sunddy was a. day-long
feast of music and dance for country
music enthusiasts from all over
Southeastern Michigan.

1t was the first Motor City Bluegrass
Festival, held at the Baldwin Pavilion
on the Oakland University campus near
Rochester.

The grand scheme of Larry McDan-
iel, radio host of “The Arkansas Tra-
veler,” the festival was part of a fund-
raising drive for radio station WDET.

The festival, though not exclusively
bluegrass, was probably the first such
for Detroit since the days when Henry
Ford had conventions of country fid-

dlers here. It was an event long over-:

due but certain to be followed by more.

BLUEGRASS as a musical style
dates from 1945 when Earl Seruggs
joined Bill Monroe's Blue Grass Boys
at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, He
brought a three-finger-picking banjo
technique to Monroe’s blues beat rendi-
tions of mountain tunes. Now bluegrass
is a liberal mixture of folk song, coun-
try, gospel and blues sounds.

Headlining the day-long program
were the Red Clay Ramblers from
Chapel Hill, N.C., one of the best of the
old time string bands. The ramblers®
highly individual style, encompasses in
a 19305 bluesy, jazzy numbers and Irish
tunes, was shown in songs like “Beefalo
Special” and “Beale Street Blues.”

Tommy Thompson is the group's
banjo picker extraordinaire, playlng
the old mountain two finger rapping, or
clawhammer style which produces a
steady downbeat rhythm.

Rambler Bill Hicks plays his fiddle
with a short bowing bea

By playing more than one string at a
time, he creates a drone effect which
hatkens back to Scottish bagpipe music
where many country fiddle tunes origi-
nated.

With Jim Watsonon guitar and man-
dolin, Mike Craver on piano and Jack
Herrick on trumpet, the sound is well
rounded out and the group alternates
pldying a dozen different instruments
for other effects.

DEMONSTRATING the bluegrass
side of country were Roy McGinnis and
the Surmysu:lers, a vigorous, bright and
livély sounding group with the modern
ingrumental virtuosity and speed
many musicians tend to feel go togeth-
er in bluegrass.

The Sunnysiders are a crowd-pleas-
ingtband with a repertoire of standard
favarites like “Mountain Dew,” “Top of
thes World” and one of Bill Monroe's

known hits “Blue Moon of Kentuc-
ky”

In contrast to country string bands,
hluegrase fiddlers frequently use im-
provisations in imitation of Western
swﬁlg and country music. Songs such as

“Orange Blossom Special,” done by the
Sunnysiders, are made to show off a
fxdaler 'S vlmwslty (who in this case is
VEEd

Sjmnysider Robby Beauassu plays

.that rousing three-finger-picking
Scruggs style, which clips briskly along
liké a freight train through the farm-
ladgs of the South, just as in the Ear]
Scruggs song “Foggy Mountain Break-
down.”

Bernard Shaw’s “Pygmalion,” which
has been playing to sold-out houses at
the Hilberry Theatre since Feb. 29, will
be;held over to open Wayne State Uni-
velsnys 1980 Summer Theatre Festi-
val

The festival, running June 24
through Aug. 2, will include three pro-
ductions in the Hilberry Theatre and
three in the Studio Theatre downstairs,
onthe WSU campus in Detroit.

¥Pygmalion,” Shaw's greatest finan-
clal and popular suceess, Is scheduled
for 8:30 p.m. June 25-28 and July 2-5. It
will be followed in the Hilberry by

Chase’s perennially popular
“Harvey,” at 8:30 p.m. July 9-12, 16—19,
and mystery writer Agatha Chn!ﬁ
“Murder at the Vicarage,” at 8:30 p.m.
June 23-26 and July 30 to Aug. 2.

The Studio Theatre, downstajrs at
the Hilberry, will open June 24 with

s feast on sound

The Red Clay Ramblers was one of the seven bluegrass bands that performed Sunday at the Baldwin

Pavilion.

The Hotmud Famlly was annther group appearmg at the WDET First Antiual MolurCnty

Bluegrass Festival.

Another top group, the Hotmud Fam-
ily, of Southwest Ohio, sang with nice
harmony and had power behind their
playing built on a confidence which
some of the other lacked.

There seemed to be much more mu-
sic coming out of the family than was
possible from just five members.

‘They are ot strictly bluegrass, being
most at home doing old fiddle tunes
such as’ “Forked Deer” and “The Yel-
low Rose of Texas,” which they did
with the Red Clay Ramblers.

Suzanne Edmundson - accompanied
herself on guitar in a lovely solo rendi-
tion of “Red Rockin' Chair” and dis-
played a fine grasp of old mountain-
style singing.

The Costabella Cloggers dance team
provided example for much dancing by
festival-goers, mixing square and con-
tra patterns with couples and freestyle.

Clogging is a kind of visual manifes-
tation of the music, combining a foot-
stomping shuffle with high stepping leg
lifts, kicks, leg twirls (called buck-and-
‘wing) which make the dancers look like

‘Pygmalion’ stays
r summer fest

concert, and much of the action wa

Blue jeans and cowboy
hats comprised the regula-
tion uniform for the day of
food and beer, friends, soft-
ball and Frisbees. It was as
if thousands had heard the
message that rock was out
and bluegrass was in, that
disco is dead, but clogging
lives.

wild puppets bouncing and clattering
about the stage.

OTHER GROUPS which appeared
throughout the day were the Acme
Bluegrass Company, Livingston Coun-
try - Grass, Michigan Consolidated
Grass Company, and Unexpected Com-
pany.

Not the cream of the bluegrass musi-
cal world, it was, nevertheless, a good
showing of area groups for a day of
fast-moving fun.

At any rate it was an outing, not a

with the stage show.
There was 2 good deal of parking lot
picking as musicians met to play with
other they might not otherwise meet.

They clustered about in tight
clutches of music, making comradeship
all around the grounds.

Boot jeans and cowboy hats
comprised the regulation uniform for
the day of food and beer, friends, soft-
ball and frisbees. It was as if thousands
had heard the message that rock was
out and bluegrass was in, that disco is
dead, but clogging lives.

Strolling clowns, white-faced mimes,
Jugglers, dancers and playing children
provided plenty to watch. Above the
rolling grassy Meadow Brook grounds
covered with picnickers, kites bobbed
and soeared in the blue skies.

FOR LATE STAYERS there was
dancing and whooping as the hot sun
yielded to a chilly evening. Diehards
settled in, curled up in blankets or ran
down to the pavilion to join the sardine-
acked dance scene below the stage,
where area folk dancers joined the par-
ty, threw away style to bounce, stomp
and hop to the driving rhythm.
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ALBAN’S
BOTTLE & BASKET
RESTAURANT

188 N. Hunter (Woodward) Corner of 15-Mile
Birmingham 646-6553
Are you having a. ..
Bridal Shower
Confirmation
Graduation
Rehearsal Dinner
or any other event that can use
our fabulous catering services
???

If so, call us for our

expertise know-how

646-6533

Keeping
ur,
Promise

We promised Detroit a new signature. We've got it. Now
WQRS is "TIMELESS WQRS FM 105" featuring classical
music that has stood the test of time. Music to transport
you on a voyage out of the ordinary.

We promised Detroit a new management
team. Introducing: Lee C. Hanson,
Vice President/General Manager:
James W. Keeler, Program Director:
Dick Sheppard, General Sales Manaaer:
Gerald F. Cushing, Chief Engineer.and
Margie Birndorf, Marketing Manager.
Our best ready to do their best for you!

We promised Detrait & survey. In progress now, it will
tell us and our advertisers who's listening, what they
want 10 hear, how they live, and what they buy. h will
help us build a program that pleases and sells
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A NEW QUTDOQR™==
SUMMER THEATER A‘?

16 Mile Rd. east of Schoenherr

theater

“Aladdin,” a revival of last summer’s
for

are at 10 and 11:30 a.m Tuesdays-
‘Thursdays, through July 31.

EVENING PERFORMANCES in the
Studio begin July 9, with Judith Ross’
comedy abbout politics and love, “An
Almost Perfect Person.” It will play at
8:30 p.m. Wednesdays-Saturdays,
through July 19.

“Oh Coward!” the musical revue
comprised of numbers from Noel Cow-
ard’s theatrical works is the final Stu-
dio. production, playing at 8:30 p.m.
July 23-26 and July 30 to Aug. 2.

Detroit’'s own

CLIFFORD FEARS
DANCE.THEATRE

mysic hall

UNE 4,6 &7

B30 pm

TER

Y, Detront

963-7680
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fre Tectune at Masic Hall:

RESTAURANT
CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
*EXOTIC COCKTAILSe

Carry-outs on Chinese Food
CHINESE: LUNCHEON u Aud Pu
JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 1
DINNERS 5-9:30 PM FRI & sn ||| 1n.‘m PM
Closed Mondays

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA

Reservations Accepted

427-3171 | !

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

* Luncheons ¢ Dinners ® Carry Qut Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.a week
Mﬂn-Thwx 11.a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 13 a.m.-11 p.m.
f. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodwnrd, Birmingham
644-2913

Freedom Hill
Music ter
BUARANTEE YOUR SAME SEATS EVERY YEAR
BY PURCHASING SERIES TICKETS

SPOTLIGHT SERIES

Date Arists Date Adists

% Melissa Manchester g;&‘fmmﬂf“ fetha
ToBe Announced

Pat Coager - Dana Valery
i Neil Sedaka

Aug.
2223

Gaylord & Holidsy
23 Boliby Vinton

SERIES SEAT TICKETS Reserved $61.00 Lawn $46.00
CONTEMPORARY SERIES
3 Lite Aiver Band | Emmylou Harris
"% George ,QEFI!@M.,. "+ Palilo Cruise

: SERIES SEAT TICKETS Reserved $40.50 Lawn $32.00

Siriys
e,

o dzeibty

Seat location will be processed by earliest
postmark received.

MAIL ORDER ONLY

Send check or moner order made payable lo: Star Sirius Productions, Inc.,
P.0. Box 370, Sterilng Heights, M| 48077, Include with your check, your
name, address, telephone numbsr and dates requested.

For further information call: 879-7010 or 939-3341




