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Want surface streets uggmded

- Residents fight state over expanding highway

By JACKIE KLEIN

, A 20-year battle is still being waged
over the need for the incompleted por-
lion of the 1-696 east-west freeway in
southeastern Oakland County.

: After two decades of study and con-
‘troversy, the east-west segment of the
expressway remains a concrete phan-
tom in Southfield, Lathrup Village, Oak
‘Park, Royal Oak, Pleasant Ridge,
Huntington Woods and Ferndale.

Public opinion shows the majority of

‘area residents favors completion of I-
1696, said Roger Smith, Southfield sen-
Ador director of public services. Free-
way foes, however, point to alterna-
ives and claim federal money for the
‘expressway will be rejected if it's not
-proven to be in the public interest.
: Communily Organization United to
reserve Our Neighborhoods
(COUPON), a coalition of Oakland
.County residents opposed to the free-
-way, says Southfield officials aren't in-
terested in learning about how alterna-
tives to I-696 might benefit the city and
taxpayers.

Under the withdrawal and substitu-
tion amendment to the Interstate High-
way Act, Southfield qualifies for $7.4
-million in 1980 federal tax money for
alternative transportation projects,
said Peter Swallow, COUPON chair-
man.

.. SOUTHFIELD'S share of the cost of
ithe freeway is $1.1 million. The city
. stands to lose $8.5 million this year if
!'withdrawal and substitution isn't used,
'Swallow said. The money could be
spent to improving regional highways
“and local roads to handle more traffic
i-and for public transpdrtation, Swallow
! said.

v Southfield, said Smith, has main-
¢ tained a long-standing official position
» that the freeway must be built because
: of heavy traffic on mile roads.

« . “Questions have been raised and con-
! cern expressed about the future need
“for the freeway arid the ability of local
-’governmnt to pay its share of 1-695,
- Smith said. “It's been suggested that

the withdrawal and substitution pro-
cess be inititated to replace the free-
way with expanded east-west mile
roads.

“With construction of 1-696, east-
west mile roads properly widened to
four and five lanes will provide good
local access and serve abutting busi-
nesses and neighborhoods without peak
hour traffic jams. Without the freeway,
the same roads would have to be fur-
ther, widened to handle through traf-
fie.”

Analysis shows that it would cost
Southfield and Lathrup Village $3.2
million to build the freeway and widen
east-west roads, Smith said. Without
the freeway, the cost would rise to $5.2
million, he said.

NEIL GOLDSCHMIDT, secretary of
transportation, said the long-delayed
western leg of }-696 through southern
QOakland County is “grossly overde-
signed for projected traffic,” Swallow
said.

“The route was planned based on
1962 traffic counts and population pro-
jections,” Swallow said. “But current
studies indicate 1-696 may no longer
best serve citizens’ transportation
needs in an era of smaller cars, more
costly fuel, reduced speeds and reduced
travel.”

Smith disagrees.

As Smith sees it, gasoline availabili-
ty won't significantly reduce peak-hour
traffic among afluent drivers. Most of
the traffic is commuting to and from
work, he said.

“I believe even if effective rapid
public transportation were provided,
relatively few peak-hour trips would be
diverted from private autos,” he said.

Swallow contends most elected offi-
cials are’ unaware of the substantial
costs taxpayers must bear for the con-
struction of I-696. The federal govern-
ment pays 90 percent of the cost of in-
terstate highway projects, he said.

Southfield with a population of more
than 50,000, must assume 12.5 percent
of the remaining 10 percent of the cost

. Alternative sought

By JUDITH BERNE

" There's new movement afoot on Indi-

. an Trail.

" Residents there apparently aren't
giving up the battle for relief from

-traffic along the trail which separates

“their homes from the eastern shore of
*Qrchard Lake.

- Norman Scott, spokesman for Trail
 residents, asked the Orchard Lake City

*Council “to place a proscribed set of
alternatives before the electorate

< based on an honest, correct and realis-

itic dollar evaluation.”

+ Scott said the recent 566 to 49 vote

7 against a $370,000 bonding proposal to

:upgrade and reroute the trail away

+from the lzke “was not a mandate

" against relocation but against an added
+ one-mill tax.”

' Scott said gwmg voters a choice of

'solutxons for Indian Trail might have

+ elicited a different result. .

i “The ultimate outcome didn't
:surprise me,” he said. “It (the ballot

+ proposal) was ill conceived. If I didn't
Chave a vested interest, I would have
! voted against it, too.”

: In a letter to City Council, Scott
urged that voters be given these alter-
" natives from which to choose;

B Reconstruction of the existing
7 road, which, he said, will cost Orchard

: Lake residents three mills over eight-

« 10 years;

‘¢ « Relocation as detailed in the de-
feated ballot question which is costed
Gut at one mill for eight-10 years; .

. ¢ » Closing the road to all non-resi-
dents, which would require no tax levy,

! according to Scott.

/ SUCCESSFUL OPPONENTS of the

* yerouting also resented the lack of al-

ternatives on the May ballot.

. They said they apposed the question

primarily because it would restrict

their view of the scenic lake.

+ The rerouting proposal was present-

: ed to city voters in the May 19 presi-

dential primary election as the least

-expensive of three alternatives studied

2 by the council.

1. The council sees other solutmns as:

i+ o Increasing the present road width

Y lo 40 feet with complete repaving,

3 burbing and drainage estimated at

a 9bout $860,000;

N

} Farmington's historic architectural
iheritage is better documnented thanks
to the efforts of 25 architecture stu-
; dents from Lawrence Institute of Tech-
. noloy
\ The mndems have spent several hun-
«rh‘ed hours preparing detailed mea-
: ! surement drawings and renderings of
the mid-19th century Unitarian Univer-
dsah’t Church on Halsted.
The Church's board was presented
¢with detailed pen-and-ink drawings

Jfor lakeside road

+ A less expensive upgrading to a
width of 35 feet is estimated at
$493,460.

Following the election, Orchard Lake
Mayor Richard Grout predicted a No-
vember ballot question on upgrading

and widening the road along its present _‘

route.

He said the overwhelming vote
against rerouting the trail away from
the lake showed clearly “that particu-
lar route is not acceptable to the com-
munity.”

Scott rejected any upgrading the
road as out of hand, saying “a wide ma-
jor roadway along the lakeshore will
destroy the bucolic beauty of our city.”

1t it goes through, he foresees “a to-
tal rezoning to commercial and the fi-
nal destruction of scenic Indian Trail.”

RELOCATION OF the road appears
to have appealed most to Indian.Trail
homeowners who are after a perma-
nent solution to the growing traffic on
the three-fifths-mile-long trail.

Their commitment to donate back-
yard land and pay a total of $235,000 in
addition to the one-mill assessmentis
what kept the cost lower than the alter-
natives.

Heavy traffic mterfera with privacy
and safe use of their beach front prop-
erty, they maintain. To slow traffic,
many residents have placed obstacles
along the roadside, in opposition to city
ordinances. Curbs have been erected in
front of two residences and city offi-
cials have designated them unsafe.

One resident has put up a “privacy
screen” which violates the city’s fence
ordinance, according to officials.

Both the curbing and privacy screen
issues have been taken to the courts for
resolution.

A May 18 hearing on the curbs in
front of the Scott and Charles Gadd
homes was postponed to July pending
the May 19 election. Meanwhile, a
court order forbids extension of the
curbs.

“The curbs have been in for one year.
‘There have been no incidents, no dam-
ages,” Scott reported. He said the curbs
have been successful in slowing traffic
when cars are coming from both direc-
tions.

Church architecture
examined by students

based on the students’ measurements
of all interior and exterior details.

‘This 'included a trip to the attic to
document the building's mortise and
tenon construction. Copies of the draw-
ings also will go to the Farmington
"Public Library.

The church, a designated lustnru:
structure, is believed to be the state’s
oldest building in continuous service as
a church.

of 1-696 within its city limits, Swallow
said. Only Southfield, Royal Oak and
Qak Park are responsible for Some of
the construction costs in their commun-
ities, Swallow said. He estimates the
current price tag for I-696 is $320 mil-
lion.

“Increasing highway costs to South-
field come at the same time gas tax
revenues are sharply reduced,” Swal-
low said. “The Oakland County Road
Commission has delayed plarined re-
construction of 10 Mile to five lanes
from US-10 to Telegraph because of re-
duced revenues.

“COUPON’S PROPOSAL for with-
drawal and substitution calls for recon-
struction of 10 Mile, 11 Mile and 13
Mile in Southfield. Failure to act now
will also jeopardize transportation
funding in this area.”

Mile roads, Smith said, can't be
made large enough to handle peak-hour
traffic as projected by the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT).

“The economic and social impact of
acquiring the necessary rights-of-way
would be tremendous,” Smith said.
“Suggested cross sections are unrealis-
tic, and there's some question of
whether predicted peak-hour traffic

will actually occur. We assume
MDOT’s projections are twice too high.

“Fhe roadway system without the
freeway will operate poorly during
many hours of the day because of

heavy traffic loads. Existing develop--

ents will be lost. Some freeway oppo-
nents indicate such a scenario would be
desirable and suggest withdrawal and
substitution would avoid ‘disruption the
expressway would bring.’ "

These claimed disruptions include
construction problems, air and noise
pollution, segregation of parts of small
cities and the Jewish community and
loss of tax base, Smith said.

Smith concedes there are liabilities
to building I-696 but maintains they are
outweighed by the benefits. There will
be short-term inconveniences as there
are in any other construction ‘project,

. he said.

PEDESTRIAN PATHS in the Jewish
community can be maintained during
properly staged construction, Smith
said. MDOT is dealing with the Jewish
community’s need for long-term pedes-
trian access, he said.

“The dilemma over the withdrawal
and substitution process is that under
current regulations, substitution money

if granted can be spent only on the fed-
eral aid system by respective govern-
mental jurisdictions,” Smith said. “It
can only be spent on identified public
transportation needs by the regional
authority (SEMTA) appraved by the re-
gional planning agency (SEMCOG.)

“There's no specific requirment that
the maney be spent within the corridor
of an abandoned freeway segment. Not
all east-west mile roads in the corridor
are on the federal aid system. Even if
all east-west mile roads were reclassi-
fied as federal aid routes, the routes
would only be eligible for considera-
tion.

“There's no guarantee,” Smith said.
“In Oakland County, the cost of proj-
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ects for federal aid already exceeds
available federal dollars.”

Smith said the city lacks sufficient
facts and alternatives to abandon
Southfield's long-standing support of
the completion of I-696. But, he said,
it's important that alternatives are
considered.

“If withdrawl and substitution is (he
prudent path te follow, the region has
more than three years to submit a pro-
posal,” Smith said. “More than six
years are available for projects to be
under contract.

“But for now, it's recommended I-
696 be completed and not dropped be-
cause of momentary considerations
and demands of a new pressure group.”
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HOUSE OF DENTURES

. For Arpolntmen!

SALE

28350 Grand River 70% OFF
Fmglnglon um:
i
i R i) Alltl.l!l‘ll‘l Oalt
FREE Cabinetry
C
and Exam AcoMPYCAIED. | S,
*»Relines & Repairs Sams Day - 1565 OPDYKE.
- uaty, Parsonalized Servide Bopirtin,
- 8262 N. TELEGRAPH
< » Partials 3 DEARBORN HEIGHTS

WHERE AMERICA SAVES

HOURS: Mon. thru Sat. 12 A.M.-8 P.M. Sun. 1 P.M.-5 P.M.

WHOLESALE PRICES ON . .
APPLIANCES AND CABINETRY i A‘
OUR ETHAN ALLEN
WAREHOUSE OUTLET

278.0996 or 276-5333

bringus
your products! WE MOVE VOLUME AT LOW MARK UP!

Redi-Mix Concrete!

Haul It Yourself
Y4 to 1Yd. Loads in
Our Special Trailers

- Art’s Rental Service
28811 Grand River
Farmington 476-3

TO REMOVE ALL SOIL
WITH A PAE-SHAMPOO TREATMENT
& DEODORIZER.
Call Us

Spring Special
Living Room o

Famlly Room & Hall(Furmmre Moved)

% NOW s23%¢
2nd Additional Room
3rd Additional Raom 8%

Gem Carpet 532.-8

& Furniture Cleaners
1554;

CHONFSTLY

!  ARMSTRONG

: DESIGNER SOLARIAN

i INSTALLED WITH Y. INCH PLYWOOD

SUB FLOOR (STEPS EXTRA)

o

elaware « Red! rd}

: SAVE NOW AS NEVER BEFORE

customer

720

fw

KARRELL FOX
This well known artist will entertain
you with “FUN & MAGIC” this Friday
two shows 10:00 & 11:30 P.M.

on teLsgaan
scuw m

chases!

the

THIS SATURDAY
9 A.M. %o 1 P.M.

Our Warehouse Outlet is now open only
the first Saturday of each month.

Bringing you
drastically marked-down foor samples,
discontinued styles, discontinued fabrics,

soiled or damaged items, and special pur-

Many Recliners to choose from
ALL SALES FINAL' NO HOLDS OR LAYAWAYS!
Octwery Avanazie at Eatra Chasge

VISh » NASIER CHARGE o COMVENIENI TERYS

WAREHOUSE QUTLET
11850 MAYFIELD o LIVONIA

Just North of Plymouth Roaa
one biock East ol Famington Road

OPEN

fantastic savings on

cancellations, one-of-a-kinds,

earthside

080

g 9x12Room s v, COMPLETE$262°
§.10 x 12 Room 13 . sa vaur compmzszsn“.
B 11 x 12 Room 1 1o ver) COMPLETES320™ g
B12 % 12Ro0m 1ese o1 COMPLETES349% )

13 x 12 Room 11..36 var1 COMPLETE$S378% |
J13 % 12 Room v s0 va» COMPLETES399” I
215 x 12 Room aosq ver:  COMPLETE $438%°

i Giant Savings on Royal Solarian,
f  'sundlal and imperlal Solarian
i

Buy Your Solarian from an

BOAARAE]  Amstrong Floor Fashion

floor fas thnn anter
. « We are tralned by
Arma

« Installation Guaranteed by
Amstrong

32639
FORD ROAD:
| % BLK. E.OF VENOY

427.6620
FREE ESTIMATES
EXPERY

INSTALLATION

e SUMMERAND CASUALFUR
e ROCHESTER

Enjoy the Summer with
C asual Comfort
from

i SAVE
/| $100

Thurs. & Fri. til9

MEADOWCRAFT

WROUGHTIRON'

1-Sofa

1- Lounge Chair
1-Spring Base Chair
_2-End Tables

LIST PRICE $727.00
5-

BIRMINGHAM 828N, Main 29500 W Six Mile
221Hamilton 652-1080 522

644-1919 Daily 9:30-5:30 Daily9 30—9(XJ

Daily 9:30-5:30 Thurs &Fri’tii9  Wed & Sat. 9:30-5:30

hed 2 , Sunday 12-4
VISIT OUR FIREPLACE DEPARTMENT FOR OFF-SEASON SAVINGS

o/
V.

‘“;’m 2l

DAY SALE PRICE
$ 6 27-00

LIVONIA

Sunday 11-4




